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To whom it may concern 

 
The bearer of this letter is a volunteer fieldworker taking part in Wales Chat survey 2013, 
organised by the British Trust for Ornithology. 
 
Commonly referred to as chats, Stonechat, Whinchat and Wheatear are small members of 
the thrush family typically found in undisturbed open habitats, often uplands and heaths. 
Together with Scotland and northern England, Wales is a stronghold of the UK populations 
of Whinchat and Wheatear, and also holds a significant proportion of our Stonechats 
 
In spring 2013, BTO volunteers will be conducting a survey of breeding Chats across Wales. 
Results from existing surveys show that Stonechat numbers fell sharply after the last two 
cold winters, while Whinchat and Wheatear have shown declines in both range and 
numbers. Both Whinchat and Wheatear are currently candidates for future upgrading to 
Red List and Principal Biodiversity Species status in Wales, and inclusion in national and local 
Biodiversity Action Plans. 

Welsh birdwatchers have noticed that the Welsh Whinchat population has disappeared 
from much of its traditional range, and that Wheatears are no longer a common breeding 
bird. 

The primary method for monitoring bird populations is the Breeding Bird Survey, for which 
nearly 250 random squares are surveyed annually in Wales by BTO volunteers. However, a 
targeted survey is needed to obtain more detailed information on scarcer species such as 
the chats and the habitat features that are most important to them.  

 
Fieldwork for the survey is based on 1km squares of Ordnance Survey national grid. We ask 
observers to visit all suitable habitats within their allocated squares and record all species of 
Chat seen. At least three visits will be needed. 
 
All observers have been reminded of the need to seek permission to enter any private land 
in order for fieldwork to be carried out.  Any help that you can give the bearer, regarding 
access permissions to privately owned land, would be very much appreciated.  If you need 
further information, please contact one of the national organisers at the address below. 

 
 

 
 
 

Kelvin Jones, Welsh Chat Survey 2013 Organiser 
 

BTO Cymru, Bangor University, Thoday Building, Deiniol Rd., Bangor. LL57 2UW 
Tel: 01248 383285  kelvin.jones@bto.org 


