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Page 1, Znd para. 5th line from end replace Wildfowl by Faterfowl
Page 2, Divers 2nd Iins delele largest

Page 4, last line of first para. Replace Lock by Loch

Page 7, Waders: Zrd para. 5tk }j'ﬁe fropm end. Replace either table by

both tebles

Page 9, 10th line. ZReplace First of Forth by Firth of Forth

Page 12,

Page 24,

Page 25,

last line. Heplace page 7 by page 2
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Ard para. 2nd lime frem end. Replace Wendraeth by Cwendracth,
Table 10, 3rd line from end replace Dwyrd by Bayryd

Regional Orgenisers: Hampshire Dr. Prati has handed over to
D. Steventon, 72 Oghir Bead, Merth End, Porismouth.

Replace exist. s/imnes {heshire by

S. Lancashire Dr. P.H. Saith, 3 Sycemore Grove, Trap Hill,
Forsiby, lemes. ' '

Dee R. Eades, 18 Woodlez Close, Brombcrough, Wirral, Cheshire

Somerset/Glovcestershire Repiace Plot 45, Queens Road, by
*Sandpipers', 8 Queens Road.

: B, Glamorganshire BHeplace Pemyland by Penylan

: Moray/Cromarty ec, Eomiace furries by Currie

: North Solmay Replzce Bemvamnock by Benvannech
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5.7.0./R.5.F.B. BIRDS OF ESTUARTES ENQUIRY

EEFORT ON TEE PERIOD AUGUS‘T_I‘}?S -~ MAY 1971

ENTRODUGTEQH“j.;‘.' Cee T - . o

Bur1ng this per;od +he obser”er nefﬁork bullt up &n:lng
the pilo® SUrvey was expanded considerably and now it is true %o
say that all magar sstuaries and most minor estuaries are raguﬁarly
counted, whough there are a few which still need extra helpers.
The most encouraging trend has been the much increased coverage
in Northern Ireiand, the Republic of Irxeland, and Scotland. Such
important estuaries as the Fden, Tay, Moray Firth Basin and
Solway. are now regularly covered. . In Irelsnd there are couwts
being made on The Bull, Wexford Harbour, Waterford Harbour amd
Cork Harbour while in Northern Irelsnd counts have been started

Lough Foyls. The only major gap in Wales, on the Monmouibshire
coast, is also fiiled, e in Englmﬂ a considerable improvement
has ocourred with regular counits being submitted from Portsmonth
Barbour, the Medwsy, Blackwaier, the Wash and Lindisfarne, ©f the
areas needing much more atbention there only remains in England,
the north Norfolk coast, in Scotland, the north and northwest
coasts (inmcluding the Hebridsan Islands}, and in Ireland, the
west cossts from the Shannen to Lough Foyle.

With the census cover contitmally improving in all areas
we are already.ciearly @emonsiraiing ilie cosmsiderable varidticas
ini the relastive abundance of birds abt diffsrent seasons., This
information is being used in two ways. First by documenting
the migration andéd @istribution of each species, Second, and
most impertant, it is being collected fogether to form the most
detziled ornithsiogical account of each estuary that has so far

cen made., This information is being used inm the consideralion
of many pianned developmente such as Morecambe Bay and Dee
barrages, the Wesh reservoir plans, the Foulness airport and the
serious imcursion of walersports in Lengstons Harbour. The
information is ziso being used by the Nature Conservancy and the
International Wildfowl Research Burean to provide the background -
plamming for nabional and internationsi. comservation of imporiant
wetlands. We hope thal ihe volume of information, and the
obviousiy valuable variety of uses to which it is being put,
serves as z just reward to the many obserwers izking pari,

This reperd is arranged in a similer manner %o that of
the pilo® survey report. This enables some direct comparisons
to be made betwesn sach w1n"fer but because the 1970/71 figures
are more compiete comparisons must be made with caution. The
countsof divers, grebes, :m«.,ks, gesss, swang, and gulls are
summarised vonder species of group headirgs. For waders the
countries Zre divided as follows:

(l)

I Seatland: including the norith Solway.

2,  Walez: Pliptehire o Mommouihshire, excluding
%t ghore of the Dee. :

3o North Irish Sea: the Des — south Solway.
i, Southwest England: Devon -~ Gloucastershira.
5. Southern Englands Dorset — Bussex.

-

Bastern Bngland: Xent - Forthmmberland.

o
w

Northern Irelarnd.

)

knl T
mepubiis

3

i Ireisnd.

¥
r



The ek soant presented in telles Iisiing the
prirefps! ssiveriss iz obimined by summimg the peak counts
of ezch species, regerdless of when that speciss peak
cccmrred. This gives a good ides of the relsiive mumerical |
imperiznce of eack estuary aithough the populziion figure 1 s
5 mizimm one. Xeg included in these ishles zre the hlgi’zest
- counk zﬁﬁf ¥n gmy one monith and the monih when EhlS highest.
I]'I.UII}.EI"% m was prescni,

DIVEES

Belztiwiy fow fivers were recorded, with the
lgrgest Mghend M?:s being 12 Norihern Bivers at
Cou‘Wﬂ‘ﬂﬂ? Eex 100, Cork)}, 16 Red-ihrozted Bivers at Malahide
(Co, BEFim} ant & Bizck-throsted Divers on the Horay Firth,

GREZES

Pomwmy Bay supporied the largest comeemtzration of
Greaficresicd Greted. ATier Ocioher, when AT were counted
in #Ee sres, the mmeber rapidly dropped Tmt rese again to
another pesc of 147 #n March., The mexisms mmber {120) in
the Birth of Porth was also in sutvmi. ®p fo & Beg-necked
Grebes wers rocordef in iy aves: The larpsst vembers of
the zmelt grebes seeurred in southers Britainw wiith up to 17
S1avemiss frcbes mn the Blackwatier and 10 in Poole Harbour.
Bladk-nedesd Grees vere agsin most mumeroes In Lengstone
L E iie there were 8 at bLoch Byan, Wigtown and
6 at e Bﬁmy Eulet, Aithough mm&rﬂy a Trechwaler speclses,
many LitEle Grebes wprs noticed In esiuaries, especiznlly on -
the dos=t teiweer S2ffed% snd Pevon., The largest mumbers
were e The Dekes, i&i_fﬁ}ﬁ {81}, Strangfod tosghn {55),

BT Her (AT Y and Thichester Harbonr {407. These
wizﬁ@:, L

toresirog mtg?zng records of somlfhern species
contimme i Be m@i@ with =siwgle Litile Bgrels wintering at
Milferd Bovers {Pembe.) and Clomakility (8. Cork} — and
single Spornbitle wintering in Poole Harbour {Borset) and
Ballgmared= 3aw {0o. Cork}. Oecasional passags birds

were roisd sissebere,

DUCKE

Wik Yo Imcresssd chverage many wove mportant areas
for Zzek wers comweied. Inesiiably siill these eoumis give
g far frew cosgifete pioture of most species, with the
exceptinm of Seeldncky for widch figures sre probsbiy guite
g00d.

Malles@z %he Isrgest mmbsr recorded for sny ome esimary was
on the Hmmhes {207} i November. Other msjor comcemtrations
were em fhe Eirtk of Porth £2507Y, Beamly Firth {2184},

Ribbie {3968} Bxh (7900 and Sclway {1602}, The omiy three
largs fforks resorded in the =motunm were 2500 on the Medway
in Sexiesber.Ziiy e The Dee in August and I971 in Sirangford
Lougk = S’ﬂ%’ﬁw Otherwize alwost all esimariss recorded
vezk mmmhers i mid winder.

f?ﬁﬁe 563 {JC“&"‘be:r

i\.i a;[;“




Wigeon: No fewer than eleven sites recorded a maximm cownt
of Wigeon of 4000 or above {see table 1). A1l sites recorded
their highest numbers between Hovember and January with the
exception of Oetober peaks in the Montrose Basin and
Cromarty Firth.

LABAE 1

" Maxidom E«Ilgeon cmmts ma&e ob estuarles 79'}'0/'[1

Lingisfarne 27 000

Strangford Lough 18,591
Wedmzy | 8,500

. Cromscty Fivth . 1,522
- Lough Poyle 6,929
The Fleeh, Dorset 5,800
Exe | 5,000
Moray Firth _ 4,717
Burry Inlet - 4,230

. Beauly Pirth L 4,096
- ,Montx’@se Basin e 4,000

Pintail: By far the most important site was the Mersey, which
during November 1970 held an enormons flock of 5450, This

flock bu:LJ_‘I; up rapidly during October and early Hovember to the -
mid November peai. During December and January it remained

just above the 4000 level bui built up to 5350 in February,
perhaps with the return of passage birds, before dropping

very sharply. Though no other area 'had‘a population which
approached this, over 500 birds wereé recorded at the following
sites:

Burry Inlet {1104), Medway (850), Strangford
Lough (647), the Bull {635) an@ Poole Harbour (526). A% most
of these the highest nwmber was Teached in January. :

Shoveler: Relatively few of this species were recorded from
estuaries and at only five areas 4id the mumber exceed 150.
They were Strangf‘ord Lough (252}, Norih Kent Marshes {2313},
the Bull (216}, Medway {170} and the Ore (Suffolk 15G}.
Highes} populations usually occurred in December or January.

Freshwater diving duck: These were recorded in relabively
emall pumbers. The highest coant of both Tufted Duck and
Pochard was on the North EKent Marshes, where ithere were up to
500 of each species. Elsewhere 378 Tufted Duck were recorded
in the Beauly Pirth, 355 in Strangford Lough and 209 in Poole
Ezrbour. Stramgford Lough with 249 Pochard was the only site
with cver 200 of this species. A single Red-crested Pochard
was noted on the Humber and a single Ferruginous Tuck on the
Coguet (Northmber_'land}.

Marine diving duck: The mich larger number of big flocks
recorded refleets the better coverage in Scotland where

nearly all major flocks cccurred. Bven so several ‘concenirations
were not counted. Scaup were only abundant on the Firth of
Forth where over 5000 were seen in November; the largest

flock south of Scotland was 46% on the south shore of the
Solway. Two large flecks of Long-tailed Duck were noied on




the Moray T (6] 2nd on the UOTNOCR FILSH (JUVj. IOSIT woio
also flocks of 7% e the Ttham, 6% on Lindisfarne and 58 o -
the Firth of Becth, The largest flocks of Common Seoter {1069)
and Velwet Scofer [F41) were also recorded on ke Moray Firih.
Apart from Hds ike only site do exceed 500 Sommon Scolers was
Loch Figet {Sxiheriand}, where there were 1007 mirds; while the
63 Velwet Scolces = Lindisfarme was the only ofker concemiration
to excesd % of this species, The enormous flock of Eider off
the monih of the Fivth of Tay was recorded this year, reaching

a peak of IS im February. - Other flocks exceeding a
thousand re on the Yihan (3121), Lindisfarme {1600}, the

Eden {3305 am¥ Iock Fleet {1070).

= wore recorded in flocks of gwer 50 onm twenty-

GOIRETETY
five esimaries, siihough only six had more tham 200 birds. They
were Fizfe of Porth (692), Cromarty Firth (406}, Pirth of Clyde
(359), ei-{39); Yoray Firth {272) and Chichester Harbour {225).
Almost Zmmmizhiy the main nombers did not occax wetil iate

winter {femery-Harch}.

. Tre Sawbilled ducks were alsc most mmmercus in
Scotlamf. Beringy Becember the Beauly Firth with 893 Goosanders -
supporizd kx far the highest flock of that species. There
were auiusn smcerirsiions of Red-breasied Mergamsers atl
Strangford bessh [£96), Toch Idmnbe (310}, the Isle of Bute
(175) =i Comemy Bay $139). The only large mid-winler flecks
were on e Ferth of Forth (618) znd the Fleet, Dorset (174).
Smew wers recrrdod =t ondy fomr sites, with only Chichester
Harbour {3} Tering more than z single bird.

Sheldudks ¥ mmber 'of Shelduck recorded in Britain in 1970/71
and their getiers of otcurrence was similar $o thai of 1969/70
(see taile 2}. The highest pepulations, bowever, were recorded
a little lafer, in February. This is perhaps indicaiive of the

relatively wild wisier elsewhere in Burope.
TABEE 2

5y folsls of Shelduck recorded im Brifain, 1970/71

3,758
4,852
65657

14,43
19,109
2G, 568
30,936
24,115
12,848

Brom: wi¥h Increased coverage these iodals are not
compleis bessgse figares for such important areas as the
Bridgwater Jzz, Bedusy, Morecambe Bay and the immer Thames
were not swmilshle, Zgzin the vasi majoriiy, over 7%%, were
found cm e ssst (456, and soulth {27%) coasts of England.
Counts made = ihe Bemblic o Iveiand and Northern ¥zeland
revesled T and 130F Shelduck. respectively in Jarmary.



: TADie 3 DreSents Those SEmErEes 0O WAICH over 1UUU
Shelduek were recorded.  There ars soms noticeable differences
from fhese In 1969/70 with Feesmoede zmd langstane Harbour having
many femer in 1970/71 and e betier mowsrags of the Wash
revesled very ldrge nunmbers of sz spesies,

Principal estuaries for e in IQTOLTE

Popl ¥onth of Peak

Wash 528 Jamary
Chichester Harbour 3.568 | Febroary
Moty . sam Becenber
Pogie Harbour 258 S EIRATrY
Des 2565 Novesber
Bisekwater ' February
bamgstone Harbour Febreary
Stoar {Bssex/Suffolk} Pebrmary
Perth FaAETY
Teesmouth SEETY
Sirangford Lough Jameary
Coxke Harbour Jammary
Rikbie Fanuary

e number of geese recmied i the 1976/T71 winter
agaim 4o not generally represent am scowrzte asssssment of the
total mmbers present in oaech ares and therefore do not warrant
detaited comments on zach species. %o Eighest count of
Greyiag Gesse {1100) was mede on i%e seni Sclway. This area
aisg retorded the highest rember of Fad-footed Geese {6‘820)

and Barwsele {34323, Only semil . e of White-fronbed
Geese were poled away from ihe Werforg $ichs. which had about
6005 of $he Greeniand subspocies. Eoss Geose wera seen in two
casieTyn aress. '

Aithough the counts of Bres$ Geese were nol comprehensive,
the ssiwarme nature of their habitst vesslied in z high percentage
of their popmiation being resorded e mriencipal estuaries for
the Bark-beliied racs are presented im ia¥lc 4 During aubumn

1970 exceptionally large mumders aggesred in Britain with =
mAssITe mid up ocourring at Foulmesw. Table 5 shows the

moothiy Heitish population changes. I% cen be seen that

aithoegh the numbers were weil up e ¥hese of the pilct survey
the popuration fiuctuations were simder. with an early winter
peek {December in 1969. Novemker n 3975} decline im numbers in
mid-winter. a second influx im Felmmry. In the 31970/71 winter
there as z steady decrease in the povcenisge of the population

in Exstern Fngiand and a corresponding riss in the percentage

in Southern Bngland. Most of the Ezy 3977 Brent were on the Wash.




BOUGUSE W WRALGS IGT EE S TUErieT WMIgUITY WeEXre nRUn
comprehenstve in Ireland the figures for the Pale-bellied Brent
Geese are faor from complefe, The Mghest counts of this race’
which were sent im wore from Strengfod Tough (Co.Down: 7180),
Lindisfame {1000}, the Beil {Cc. Beblin: 880), Rogerstown (Co,
Dublin: 500} and Facwmshin (Co. Wexford: 410).

& flock of 303 Canada Gesse was recorded in Poole.

Harbour while the monliing flock im the Beauly Firth was 285
strong im dmgusi.

TABIE 4

Brincims} esiuaries for Bark-bellied Brent
Leese as recorded in 1970/ 71

Peak fonnt Month of Peak Count

13,948% - - Hovember

23 5,08% December

Tangstone Harbour 4,29 February

Chishester Earbour Pebruary

Yok February
%afieg@edwa}’ .J anuary
cer {BssexfSufiolk) Jamuary

Soleni February

PEBIE 5

The momiliy totals of Tark-bellied Brent Geese

% in Somthern % in Bastern

Englami England
Augwsy k3 e s -
Septesber 2 - -
Octeber 3441 - | 99%
Hovember  39.%41 # 9%
Becawber  7,2%] ok ' T
Jemary 15,578 . 4 55%
Pebrumry 18,314 45t 54%
Mol 9,162 65 32%
Aprit 1379 TH# 2%
My g8 - - 100%

SWANS

g}er SHEnS Were ®ore mEmerons on the ccoast than were
Bewick®s Swans. Flocks of ower 250 ¥hoopers were nobed on
Strangferf kough {501}, Lough Foyle £452), Lindisfarne {432),
Cromariy Birih (308} =nd the Tihan {282}, whilst only Bewick's
Swans excesfied this figure on Lough Eoyle (300}. Al of these



conceniraiions were in November zpd Decmmber, Antumin peaks
of Mute Swans were noted on ihe Fieek. Borset {792} and
Strengford fough (527) whilskt high mifsinfer mumbsrs
otccurred an the Stourg bsbex;?ﬁzﬁ&_k 3 and the Cromarty
Firth {337},

WM}:BS

The-mach improved coverage dmring this comntimg
season has led %o more accurzie toial peputation estimales,
The monthty totals for Britain are presented in table 6.
This presenis the figures that are ser in to me amd the
fact that each estimate -is giwem %o iho nearest one does not
imply that the figures are sbsulmiely mrecise; certainiy for
most specied they dre underésiFmates dwe to lack of complete
coverage and fo the general wder-estimsiion of the size of
flocks of waders. The counis indicaie $¥ai observers ave
consistent in their estimation of flsck size. For example
taking the memns of the popuiziion of Opsbercaicher {October—
Jamuary), of Bmlin (November-Februzry: and of Sangerling
{November — Farch) 1. the variziions efthsr side of these average
figuves are cnfy 5%, 5% and Ff respeciive¥y. This remerkable
consistency ensbles one to demomsirsie that, af least in 1970/
715 the populsfion level was mere or lsss giafic for the three
species ower those periods. ¥ is of mourse possible that
emigration is sgualled by immigratiom Bok as fhere are almost
no foreign recoweries of these speciss wien the same winter
pericd it does Iook as thonge mesi observed chamges in their
‘numbers -ozly imwolve movement wmithin Fritian Fiself,

- It must Be remembered that these gzl figures refer
only to Bogland., Scotland and ¥ales Pecsmse the esiunaries in
Ireland wore mot counted in -every momth. With the Irish
totals the figarss would be comsidersbiy higher and would have
at ieast in Tesember 1970 ang Jarmary 157t, exceeded the one
miliion merk. In fact during Jammary 1977 114, 166 waders
were counted In the Republiec of Trelizsd mnd 51,589 in Rorthern
Ireland, Phus even with these maamgs_ﬂe’ coumds the grand
total for BL:s*Z;a_ﬂ and Treland m=s ¢ 088 2871,

The egtuzries which supperied a peek commt of over 15,000
waders are presernited in Tablie 7. Thers are some siriking
simitaritics beilween this iabie &nd itk one presented in the
report on the milet survey. Fost of & pesk popuiaiion
estimates are stighily up, hough those of the souih and soutlh-
west are down, Toe Wash, with mmch beiter coverage, has laken
its place as second omnly to Feordcawbe Iy in mumewrical importance,
Several newly comnted areas {Lindisfzres, Bail, Blackwaiter. Mersey,
Eden; Montrose Basin, Portsmomih Harbesr and Tough Poyle) have
been included -for the first time: whiist enly Bridgwater Bay,
with its single ccunt, has ncl beep Imc¥uded In either fable,

Two other chamges have invoived ihe spiitiing of the nyf‘e{lg‘town
shore into more meaningful writs, apd e jnciuvsice of the
Monmouthskire coast in the Severs toizls in T970/71 thus

raising i%s fetel number,

I3 1s very encouraging io see it many obServers

made the exirz effort t¢ count in ¥ap. I would agein ask all
counters io try and meke a cowsi in ¥zy, preferably mid-day,

to accuraiely documeni these spring pesssge birds. Despide

the incompiete coverage it was discowsrsf that considerably
more Ringed Flower and Sanderiimg were comnied in spring than
in sutumn, the katter being twice as mwerops in spring, It

is guite possilie, however, ihel similss mmbers are involved
in each period, as the auiumn passege Is sprezdé over iwo months

whereas the spring passage is concomdrsied inte a few weeks,

— i .
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Fhe Brifish and Irish esimaries which supported a maximum +
of over 15.000 waders In IGFO71.

et oy

Bitble
Soiway
Brrry Tnlet
Ftrapgford Lough %
Homber
First of Forth
Tamfisfaxne

© Medway/Swade
Blasiowater/Dengie
L‘;’eyﬁ: FEarbour 23,815 ¥
 Fouiness | 20,150
¥ersey ' 12,710,
3¢ | | 18,559
Hen - 17705
{wighester Harb.our 37,87
Firsh of Clyde 17,026
Honirose Basin ¢ 16,928
Porismowth Harbour 16,913
Comway Bay 16,850
bangsdone Harbour 16,263
Lougk Foyle - : 15,3145

Cox only a single December comat of =31 S’ﬁiwajr
*%  based on three commis cafy
% only a single Japuary of =11 of Cork Harbour
+  The derivation of these mewime is explained on
page |-



SCOFRASE

The zniicipgied increase in coverage in Scotland during

9T wintsr 38 3w fach oecer and so the Pigures obtained
ere =ik mors accmralte ihern egriisy ones. A1l the aresas mentioned
as beimgy witheml cover 3m 1969f‘§§ were counied this win zrer, with
regaﬁaf“ coms being mage on the Bien, Mornirose Basin and Firth of
Tay {owter g@&i} Phe Rorth Solwmy was counted’ {mly durlng
Decegber 1870, =ithourh duwring e 197172 winter regular counts
have been achicwef. The other aves with inadequabe coverage in .
196578 was the Foray Firth Basim {incinding the Moray Firth to
Findhers Boy; the Beaiily Firth, e Cromarty Firth, the Dormoch
Pizdh and Lock Ei&ai;}- It was egwered by 3 very large team of
couniers three Limes dmring 1970/7t. This immense underiaking
was marsged in ¥mgmst and December 1970 and March 1971, and these -
counds Foprescnt the first comprebersive counls of the area., The
pesk commts Tor Senbiish estuaries are presenied in table 8,

o popataiion Yevels of each wader speclies 1s presented
in t=hile 9. ¥l Sneressed cowverage the figures are well above
those for ¥99/70. The three species which were greatly under-
recerged hofore were Oysiercalteher, Bar-iailed Godwit and Enot
and ihese coovis mb the high Seeitish population levels of them
more info perspeciive, the bar-tailed Godwit figure representing
5 significant yemi;&ge of the British and Indeed European,
popuizisen, '

¥y couwmis were only made on three areas, The Firth of
Fortk, Ben and Be Ty, of which only thai for the Eden was a
compieks copnt, Howsver, even such 2 limifed coverage resulfed
in z¥mpst 700 SEsssd Flower being recorded. It would be extremely
useisl o hove mwe comis made In May Io =y and establish the
troe spaie of HEa pamsaze which st be a2 considerable ome.

#idtems’ mbitat/Biré maps were received for the
follming sitess Eimond estunry znd Grangomouth Becks o the
¥inesrdtne Bricss {Ei'ﬁh of Fortk}, Devercn {Banff), Huniterston
Sands {#yr} and Witing Bay (Isle of Arran}. Ir addition
detzited mops mre being made of the Horsy Firth Basin and of-
the merid Sorwagy.

TARE &

The priucipal estuaries for waders in Scobland 1970/71

Pock Commt Highest Moothly  Month of Highest

Gount Count .

Firsh of Forih T2 568 33,161 ©  January

: So;wg;g, morth 457 single camt December
Edem .70 14,811 Hovember
Firik oF Cixde E.026 15,04% - Febrmary
Monirese Basin Fe,0928 : &,.200 January
Cromasty Firth 14,024 OHTES December
Morasy BErix E.AE% 8. 257 December
Ayr shoze ) 8. 427 December
Firis of Tax G, ThL £,246 September
Wighmn Ferss 8,498 3-; 329 Ochober
Yihan & 518 5,247 September
Piitertsr & Imoe 5,.9% 5,032 Ociober
Lock Ry=n 5872 5.124 Decermber
Dorngeh Firih £ 006 2,995 Marck
Igias Ze 330 single comt < annary
Lock Flesk 2,408 2,608 Mareh
Beazly Frik %538 1,932 Augast



TABLE 9

Avtums, winter and peak ¢ounts of waders in Seoiland, 1970/71

Oystﬁéﬁmj i " :

Lapwing

Rioged Plozor

Grey Eﬂx&@s R
Golden Plaver
Turns m .

Snipe V e
Jack Snipge
Corlew

Whimbrel

Black-tailsd Codwit

Bar-tailed Geduwit
Green Samdpiver
Commor Smmzper
Redshark
Spotied P&@h&:ﬁk
Greenshank

¥net B
S’an&eﬂ:z;ﬁg L
RufT T
Little SimE
Curlew Sandpiper
Purple Sandpiper

Totals

September Jammry  Peak  Month of Peak
" 16,089 '“if";‘éé;zms  December
g L5475 . Debember
Lo e ;,54? August
- 164 234 367 October -~
5,057 3475 9,171 December
1,247 1,432 1,432 Jamary
o 107 a 47 126 December .
- .— 2. October
6,865 5,75 7,331 December
i1 - 5L  Augost
s - 9%  Octcher
3,281 ~ J,,?}l 7,720 December
ﬁ : - Ji3 Septenber
8 — 105  August
11,2877 9,702 13,426 March
‘A 4 oz 4 September
16 P 55  hugust
2,912  21.398 27,004 December
8,752 - 35,308 18,629 December
114 . 3 255 April
4 15 * 2% December
19 -— i9 September
51 - 5F  September
124 E%7:3 124  September
61,160 85,868 13%,889

Sommks were made on all ihe estunmries eensured in 1969/

10
Burry Inlsis
Ceint {Ang? Qscy)

two areazs mat counted before, were covered in 29?@‘/71.
coumters moving away the Tywi and Geondraeth were only
mze each (in Jamuary and Bay respectively) but those
v, COVETEEe Was almost complete iz every momil.

due o
cen sm:*eé.
apa

The Clwyd estuary {Flinfs/Benbigh) and the
Monmoutkshize section of the Severn from the Bmymmey to the Wye,

F=ble 10 which lists the E“m@ai ¥eish estuaries

%0 *"Le 20,
it

i

table aisc
- peak pumbsr of waders occurrad.

\Ter;y 1arge qube

presents

T

EIL

s noh the increased numsbers of geveral spscies and the

01 _m,zmzrzg (T2 00C 1”1

&.&0 or 80 shor‘, waders on ;hﬂ EQEEZO&@ ekt re coa:fz,
: *:mev'lcaily the second most impersant estuarine ares

the momth Guring which the

zimogi

SVery fase

it wasg

In aEﬁ’“th"l there was better cewersge of the Loughor {upper
Glam/ Carm), North Bwrry Iniet {Carm}, and Ene Afon

Unfortunately



DETWEER BECCHBET EPE FODTUSIY, SUSPECLEILY JAIRENY » 55D
confires e comert made in the pilot survey weport that the
peak mashers do wot occur weiil mid or lale mﬁt‘er, Wl ok

is noticesbly later than meny other regions of Britaim.

Pahle I} gresenis the counis of each species of waders
made - in Wales. Im ‘general all species were recorded in
larger mumbers thes prem{msly, with perhaps the Dunlin
showirg the largest imcresse (this is in common with mest
other paris of Britain). The big movement of Iapwing in
December over much of south Wales, and of Golden Plower in
the Severm in Jarvary also made a significant contrﬁmi;lon
to the migher iaial wader figure for Hales.

May coumts were made on the ¥ormoulh coasi, Taff,
Swanses. Beg, Burry Inlet, Gwendraeth, Baf, Samdyhaven Pill,
Dyfi. Comimy Bay-and Clwyd esivaries. This excellent coverage
added sech to omr kmowledge and resulied in some excellent
totals of waders. There were 2,336 Ringed Plower (inmcluding
1,500 on #%e Dyfi and 500 on the Mormouth ecoast}, T4F Purnstone
(no fewse than 700 of which were on the Monmouth coast)
10,500 Bumfin {with 5,000 on the Mommouwth coast, 3,500 on the
Dyfi and 1,631 on the Bum;r} and 617 Sanderling (with 380 on
the Typfi. 95 on e Buny and 67 on cach of ibe Wendraeth and
Swansez Bag).

Eaditioeat habzia:tfblrd naps were received for the
Teifi {PemdsfCard.]. fngle Bay and Pembroke River {Pembs)} and
the Mommomih coask.

TABLE 18

 The principal estmeries for waders in Wales 1970/71

Peak Highest Monthly Monik of

Gount S Elghest Count
Burry Talef 46,655 . 41,368 Jammary
¢ Mormowil emast & ,596 : 2_221533 Jamaary
Conway Bay 16,850 15.880 December
Convay Hiver 9,471 5,982 Februsry
Paff {£3asm.} 9.086 8,245 November
MilforE Hawen 8.982 7.746 Jamary
Dyfi 8,252 5.697 May
Loughor - 6,499 . 64T Howember
Swansea Bay 5.580 4.5 Pebruary
Clwyd {Flimis}) -  5.464 4,449 Janmary
Tal (Carm. ) 4.197 2,968 Jamoary
Ceint {Zuglesey)  2.984 2.350 Dciober
North Bazwy 2.952 2,734 Jamary
i 2.274 1.469 - March
Neath Biwer 2.268 953 Jarmary
Twyi {Cawm. } 1.445 single count Jamary



TABLE 1%

Antunm, Winter anf Peak counts of waders im ¥ales, 1970/71

September Jmm Beak Memih of Peak

' Oystercaicher Y . 22,369 35.876 .G Jmmy’
Lapwing o 2,599 _65532 38,787  Decedber
Ringed Plover | 1.352 606 2,55  May
Grey Plover ' 170 03 7o  February
Golden Plover 90 11,402 IEA82  Jawary
Turns torie : 877 557 877  Sepbember
Snipe 1;4 166 Z7%.  Bovember
Jack Snipe - % 3 Januazy
Curlew 4,828 3,521 %283  December

. Whimbrel : Q - " i) May
Black-tailed Sodwit 129 36 %3  Aygust
Bar-tailed Godwit 587 1,456 1,86  Jamery
Green Sandpiper 7 i ¥ September
Common Sandpiper 4 - 5 August
Redshank . . 4,832 5,233 5.02% October
Spotted Redshenk 20 ’ : tugust
Greenshank 53 September
EKnot 667 Jamuary
Dunlin 2,469 Jarraary
Sandérling 581 36 @F - May
Ruff . 3 - %  Sephember
Little Stint 10 - I Aug. & Sept.
Curlew Sandpiger 30 - - " 38 September
Purple Sandpiper L - . - Z Moy
Total 43,700 108,244 17,862

NORTH IRISE SE&

Agein all estuaries in the regiom wrs coumbted by well
co-ordinated tsams. A much more thorsugh cewmrage was obtained for
the Dee, Dmddon and Ribble and the figwres wesemied are probably
a good estimefion of the total number presesi..

Fhe peak counts In each estuary aes mresented in table 12.
With the excepiioms of the Dee and the somik Soiwey all areas
recorded higher mumbers than in the 1969/70 winter. The decline on
the Dee is due to & great decrease in Enot mmbers; there were
555000 less than dmring the previous awinse zithough zimost all
other species thers were noted in increase? mwmhers. Similarly Knot
were relatively scaree on the south Solway, Dat bere there was
also fewer Qysiercaichers. With incressed eowevage the Mersey counts,
are now nuch more meaningful . although at.ne fFse was a cuomplete
count, especially of the east shore, underiaken.

- 13 -



A very large increase in Dunlin numbers was remarked upon
in all areas. This and other population levels are summarised in
table 13. Except for Knot all the principal species were more
abundant than in 1969/70 and the vast autumn influx of Dunlin
was remarkable. Although it is mot very evident from tabkle 13-
the numbers rose from 40,000 in late October to the wmter .
level of 125,000.byimid~November B

May c'ount‘s were underitaken on the Alt, Dee, Esk,
Morzcambe Bay, Ribble and Solway; these counts reveazled the
tremendous passage of Ringed Plover {almosi 12.000) and
Sanderling {over 26.000) which occurs in the Irish Sez at that
time of year. These nmnbers represent 557 an:i 9% respectively
of the British te'tals

Ea."bltat a.nd"or bird maps were received from the Al%,
together with more from the Solway. A detailed study is b&l‘i’]&'
made of the Bee in relation to water storagn plans and uhe
results of this will be available in the futare.

TABEE 13

Autinn, Winter and Peak counts of Waders in t_,he North *rlsh Sea 1970/71

September  Januvary ‘Peak  Monih of Peak

Oystercatcher . 64,736 67.718  8%.645 Qctober
Tapwing 21.972 34,735 21,972 September
Ringed Plover 3. 149 965 11,742 May
Grey Plover 474 1.010 1.148 Rovember
Gailden Plover- - 4.413% 9.870 9.870 Fammary
Turnstone e 1,804 2.252 2,477 February .
Snipe ' ' i71 101 642 Becember
Jdack Snipe - -2 13 Becember
Curlew 21,743 8.605 27,826 Angust

© Whimbrel 16 1 35 August
Biack-tailed Godwit 306 £09 700 Novenber
Bar-tailed Godwit 7.025 21.942  21.942 Janvary
Green Sandpiper ? 7 7 January
Wood ‘Sand_piper' - - 1 Avgust
Common Sandpiper 20 - 55 August
Redshank - i9.285 10.276 20, 425 October
Sp;fted Redshank 22 - 32 Jctoher
Greenshank 69 & 69 Sertenber
Enot Lil) 994 94.430 120.807 February
Punlin 37.054 124,577 125.253 November
Sanderling 2,840 1,201 26,047 May
Dufy | 66 1 £6 September
Little Stint g - 9 Seplambar
furiew Sandpiper 43 - A% Seprember
Purple Sandpiper - 61 68 February
Avocet - - i  October

Totais 297.91% IN8. 369 ATA.BTT
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. The principal estizaries for waders inm the North Irish- Sea,. 1970/71

Peak Count Highest Monthly Month of

Count A Higﬁegt Count

Moze aéﬁé Bay ;:  | -%5?3443 o A74,507 December-
N 121,495 . 88,047 .. November

bble . 119.826 82,378 - Beptember
Sﬁiﬁ;y,{south shore } 68,826 53,821 November
Daddon . 313146 ; 27.556 Janvary
Mersay 19,710 16,559 Febfuary
A1t 18,559 14,056 October
Eski::E _ 12,802 . 8,541 Bugust .

SOUTH WEST ENGLAND

There wag an encouraging incresse in the number of
observers in south-west England, with the result that more
estuaries were well covered. Unfortunately Brldgxaxel Ba;
could emly be counted on one occasion; in May.

7 The pr1n01pal estuaries ?or waders in thls region arg
1listed ¥ table 14 and the counis of eéch species in tabie 15, It
is immediately apparent that, despite the increase of observers,
thers has been a8 noticeabie. decllne of almost all species on almObt
all estoaries. The most dramatic decrease oceurred on the Severn
with a population of less- than half that of 1969/?G This low
number is Probably a reflection of the mAIQ winter because there
were vexry Iarge numbers of:most species in the north a@d east

of Brwtalﬂ

o { May counts were made on the Exe, Otter, BrldidveL Bay;
parts Gf the Severn, and the Hayle esiunary. Although only a
relatlvely'few areas were counted the resuwlts were very**nﬁerestlrg.
The peak count of Sarderling occurred in May and there was also a
high Rimged Plover figure. Tt is very important that more areas
are counted in May to assess the true scale of the passage.

Additional bird/habiiat maps were received from Brean
. Down and 3%. Georges Wharf (Sefern} the Axe, Exe and Taw
estuaries {Devon), '

TABLE 14

Principal estuaries for waders in south-west Fngland I970/71

Peak Count Highest Monthiy Month of Highest:

Count Count
BExe 20,975 16,445 February
Severn 14.827 12,392 February
Camel 11.537 16,216 © " Qctober
Taw 8,799 8,605 December
Tamar 4,451 %778 Becember
Axe %.116 2,877 December
Bridgwaier Bay 2.%11 Single Count Fay
Hayle 1,911 1.134 Ociober
Tavy 1.138 =g Deceunber



Autumn, Fisber am Peak comnls of waders in soutk-west England 1970/71

Sepiember  Jamuary Peglt’ Month of Peak
Oysterceicher 3,366 2,491 | 3,458 October
Lapwing £.365 - 8,686 i4,?{_§ﬂ December
Ringed Phgwer ¢ 293 971 September
Grey Plewer - 82 ; 206 285 February
Golden Fiower 62 1,129 3,637  Deeember
Turnstose | 348 210 515  October
Snipe 3 289 282  Jamary
Jack Suipe I 4 ‘ F. 3 - Jamuary.
Curlew 3.E5E5 1,954 3,115 September
Whimbrst ' -1 - | 24 August
Black-iztied Gofwi £23 . 984 a84 Jamiary
Bar-tailed Gofest | 3507 963  1.075 Tebruary
Green Semdpiper 7 i 19  February
Wood Samipipee - - I hugust
Common Semipiger  ~ 30 3 &3  fugust
Redshank 3,359 882 1,508  December
Spotted B : 4 4 3 Ociober
Greenshemdk : ¥ 12 ¥1i September
‘Knot B 42 593 155 Becember
Dunlin 3,560 - 18,731 22,084  February
Sanderlisgy & 26 200 | May
Ruff : - 56 EE- Febmarj
Little Stimt 3 - 8  October
Curlew Sasdpiger 15 - 15 Septemb'er
Purple Semdpiger - : 1 5  April
Avocet -- 1 77 77 Janvary
Totals “ 17,988 37,575 53,51

SOUTHERN ENGLAEE

- Eyen s excellént coverage obtained in i969/70 was bettered,
with the £irst somplete series of counts of Porismmmth Harbour and
of the Ss¥emt. The figmres so obiaived probably give an exesllent
idea of e wafer populatioms of this interesting area.

With e ful? coinis of Portsmouth Harhowr thet area
has cleaz¥y emsrged as one of the major southern estuaries
for wadezs., PoK comis of this and the other estuaries aze
presented in tzBle 16, In general the peak counts are slightly
lower them in ¥965/70 although the detailed cotunis of eack
species, table ¥, are romghly the same (the only ome sabstantially
up is the Dendfaj. Part of the reasen for this low figire may
well be the very mild winler in 1978/71 so it will Be extremely
interesting te s== the 1971/72 figures when they are in,

~ 16 -



¥ay eomrbs were only mace on three aress, the Fleet,
Beaulieu River amd Tangstone Harbour. £r¥hongh. the spring
migration was pesrly recorded it does soem et there is not the
volume of passage an the south coast thal Hhere is in the north-

west- :

~ .
Ad3siigmal habitat,/‘ pird maps wors wegeived from Calshott
(Southampton ¥ater: Hants.), Portsmowth Barbomr [Fants.} and Piths

Deep (Soleniz Haris.) and Wootion Creek and ihe Hembridge River .
“{Isle of Wigat).

TABLE 16

Principal estearies for waders in Soubherm Eglasd 1970/1971

Peak Count Higkest Monthly Month of

Comnt. Highest Count

Chichester Farboue 17,271 % February
Portsmoutk Herbou 16,913 | February
Langstone Harbour ‘ 15,261 October
Pocle Harboumr $.592 5 February
Southampion ¥ater 9,547 B 505 December
Pagham Harbomr 4,7%98 ' Jarmary
Solent ‘ 3.717 2550 _ " De cembei*
Beaulicu River 3,083 2,9 December -
Newtown, Isies of Sighs 3,066 - 255 December
The Fieet. Barset 2.510 Y September
Christehureh Barbomr 10944 1476 ' November

EASTERN ENGLANS

Aimogt sFl the major gaps meniiomed in the pilot survey report
wers filled dering the 1970/71 counts. Fewr wory Imporiant aress,
the Blackwaier. Limdiefarns. Medwsy and the Wash. mot adequately
counted ecariisr. sere well covered. The omly majer gap Teft is on the
north Norfolk ecast, a very difficuli comsfes of s=limarshes and inlete.
Unfortunately there were no counts sent in for the north ¥ent marshes
or the inver Teames, aithough counts of the Yafber area are now being
made .

Tgr #e most important

estuaries. ¥ith good imgortanse of the Wash can be
clearly see :
specie
specle 0. with aboutl twice
h

e
the number of Oysiercatcher. Ringed Plower, Back-tailed Godwit and
Enct belng recerdui. There was alsc o substesiisl rise in the
namber of Curiew, Redshank and Dunlin. Alibomsd tHhere was nowhere near
the number of furley Sandpipers and Litile Sieeds in aubwm 1970
comparec with auwtumn 1969. numbers were stiff reasemably high with

A September pessage of juveniles. The awbwm psak of 150 Spotted
Redshank on Tee Meduny is particularly siriling ag it represents

] number recorded of thiz species.

were made on the Swsls. Medemy, at Bradwell on
Bamiord VWater. Puller Cresk, Brevdon Water,

o
asiiingion Ponds asd Risdisfzmme.




Although not all estuaries were visited and only parts of others
were counted, there was still a small passage of Ringed Plover
znd Sanderling observed. It is essential that the true scale of
this spring passage should be assessed because there is some o
evidence that some of the Ringed Plover, Dunlin and 3gnderiizg
which move south on the east ccast in auntumm use the west coast
in spring. ’

TABLE 17

Autumn, Winter and Peak counts of waders in Soufhern England 1970/7].'

September  January Peak  Month of Peak
Oystercatcher 2,811 2:51C 2.993% October
Lapwing - 2,039 3,526 . 5,210 December
Ringed FPlover 1,119 663 1.119 September
Little Ringed Plover - - 4 Augusi
Grey Plover | 389 639 806 February
.Golden FPlover 59 541 844 December
Turnsgtone 732 454 T32 September
Common Snipe - , 69 631 656 December
Jack Smipe 3 9 19 February
Curlew © 3,315 2,726 3.867  February
Whimbrel 42 - 99  hugust
Black~tailed Godwit 851 757 1,191 February
Bar-tailed Godwit 25¢% 649 862 December
Green Sandgpiper i5 2 17 August
Wood Sandpiser - - R Aagpst
Common Sanépiper Ti 1 122  Eagast
Redshank 5,700 2.559 5,700 Sepiember
Spotted Redshank 29 1 €9 October
Greenghank : i99 7 199 September
Knot o 971 97i - Jammary
Dunlin : 2.458 33,762 44.158 February
Sanderling 224 121 570 October
Ruff ' 28 227 207 - Jamary
Little Stind 7 - 11 dctober
Curlew Sandpiper 26 - “: September
Purpie Bandpiper - - 1
Avocet - 6 8 Jcteber
Total: 20, 364 50, 770 70,487



Additional habitat and/or bird maps were received from
Minnis Bay (ient,, Butley Creek and the River Blyth (Suflolk),
Burnham Harbowr- \Norfolk) the-8nettisham, Terrington, Holbeach
and Witham areas of the Wash (Norfolk/Lincs), Cleethorpes -
Saltfleet (Humber: Lincs.) and Teesmouth {Yorks./Durham}. Also
two Nature Conservancy reports have been prepared on ihe
"Wild¥ife Conservaiion in the Nox th Kent Marshes” and on the
Essex ecoast, A detdiled Nature Consérvamey study is being mads
cn the Wash.

TABLE 18

Principal estuaries for waders in Eastern England 1970/71

Péék Count  Highest Monthly Month of

Lot Highest Count
Wash 161,009 152,781  Jamuary
Humber 44,064 34,983 January
Lindisfarne 33,320 30,456 December
Teesmouth ' 25.127 19,171 December
Biackwater _ 24,146 ., 1&,539 December
Fouliness 20,130 - ‘ 17.099 February
Swale i8.652 ] '16,1¢7} February
Medway - 13,406 - 8,757 December
Coine 12,671 | 11,367 October
Stour §ESSexjauf¢olk) 11.966 '1i;568 Februafy
Brnyéon Water ‘ . 4.893 . 3,326 : Nevember
Teben N 3,579 4 3,157 December
Blyth , 2,230 1,205 = March
Orweli ' 1.938 1,531 December
Coquet | 1,598 1,270 Jamary
Stour {Kegt} 1,557 74 : November
Butiey Creek : 1,200 40 Pebruary
Ore 1.237 812 December

NORTHEHN IRBLAND

Buring the 1970/71 winter a much more extensive coverage
was obtained than in i969/74. Three estuaries or sstuarine
Vomplﬂxes. the Bann and the Foyle {Co. Loadonderry) arnd Strangford
Lough {Ce. Bown) and well co-crdinated teams covering them. The
Route Nafurai¢sts Field Club and Ulster University Bird Club under-
took the counts in the firsi %wo areas. but the Bonegal coast of
the Foyie was not ~ounted. The wildfowl count ieam helped with
Strangford Lough counts and +he National Trust snpplied ths
Tigures. The peak figures are given in table 20.

Phere appears %o be an interesiing difference in the
species composition between the two major areas counted in Northern
Iveland A% Strangford Lough there were large mumbers of Knot

{up to i5. 600) . Dunlin (5.300), rey Piover (309) and Black-
tailed Godwit {238) whereas at Lotgh Foyle the population maxima
for these species were 42. 560. 21 and 7 respectively. In fac

the Foyis mainly supported the medium to large waders with N
Uystercatcher {1.600}. Curlew {3.850). Bar—tailed Godwit {2.1 50)

and Redshank {1.500) forming the high propertion of ine birds.



TARLE 19

Autumn, %&ea:anﬁ _I?éa,k counts of waders in Fasiern Ingland 197’0/_71

September  Jammry Peak Month of Peak
Oystercaigher 13,298 39,165 30,165  Jamuary
Lapwing - : 4,850 . ) 3,736 14,209 Becember
Ringed Eower %,399 551 2,109 September
Little M Fligver - - 9 August
Grey Plmer 2,335 2,782 2,858  February
Golden Hseer 5,835 2,404  5,8%  September
Turnstee: 1,584 1,594 3,63%  March
.Snipe “ 436 209 16 September
Jack Swis : 5 7 14 October
Curlew 15,855 - 8,485 15,809  September
Whimbred ity - ' 215 hugust
Black-izted Godwit 204 157 218 October
Bar-tailsk Sofwit 4,509 7.973 11,292 November
Green Samd i 2 g August
Wood Sem 2 - 27 Angust
5 1 179 ugust

12,518 7,815 13,771 October
Spotted & - 150 4 150  September
Gﬁé.ens?ﬂg ' 191 - Z7 2 August
Knot 42,686  126.008 126,008  January
Dunlin 38.815 90,096 9@2{3‘95 Jamuary
Sanderifms: 685 57 1,766  August
Ruff £3 . 2. 63 | September
Tittle Sent 2# - 24 September
Curlev Seimper - 56 - 56 September
Purple Smipiper = 2 14 42  December
Avocet 7 113 - 146G Apriil :
Total: : 147,387 282,789 ZiB.543 )

Peak emmiz of waders on the esimarigs of Northers Ireland 1970/71

Stramgford Lough. . 45,080

Zrmgk Foyle ~ 15,345

| 6,369

= Bzy {Co. Domn} 1.TFf
iisle Bay {Co. Down) Tip #
Sartingford Lough (Cs. Down) 372 *

* Fgmes obiaired from a2 single cemst made in
Septemher 1970,

TR



only Oys‘tﬂrcatcher of .these foux sp&cl.,s reached a hlgher number
(2 250) The Bann showsd 4 similar patiern +o the Foyle in the
gpecies presente . : ’

REPYBLIC OF IBEIAN—D

The coverage of uhe hlg%_y mﬁ,..ateﬁ c@astllne of the
Republicicf Ireland during the*T970/Tt winter ‘has exceeded
expectation and the figures for mamy of the areas on the east
and south coasis indicate the imporiance of these estuaries,
Althongh mach has been achiéved, there is $ill mmech to do.

The entire west coast is almosh unkmown in windsr and may be
important for some species. Visiting birdwatchers are beginning
to produce autum figures for some areas. If amyone visits the
coast of western Treland and coumis the waders there, all such
records are of considerable help in wnderstanding what is
happenlngg so please send in these easwal records to C. Hutchlnson
who can then. start to build up the plttture

-ﬂtht}ugh only three estuwaries, Ballycotton Bay and the
Dougias Estuary (Co. Cork) and Rogerstown {Co, Bublin) were
courrbed regularly a further five had several counts made on
them and single counts were made om another 28 estuaries (12 in
January apd 16 in September)},

‘The peak counts are presenied in table 21, This shows
that there are many important areas of waders in the Hepublic of Trelan
and it is gertain that if reguiar cemnis could be made on many of
these areas the peak count wonld be comsiderably above that shown.

£l though it is impossible fo give figares for all Irish
estmaries wisited for a single month there were two series of
visits made; the first during early September 1970 which involved
counts of the north-western coastlime. Elthough noi all beaches
and bays were visited most of the m=jor greas wére censured and
table 27 gives these counts, The other visit was made in mid-
Jammary 19%4% and covered the  estmaries between Co. Dublin and
Co. Gork. The regults of this visit are included in table 22
(for a more detailed breakdown see A.J. Praler, Counts of
Waders made in Freland In Janwary 197%, in ithe Irish Bird
Report 1970 pp. 10-15.) These two series of comnts give an
insight infc the considerabie differsmees in the waders of 7
different paris of the Irish ceast. The Septesber numbers include
many passage birds, especiaily Ringed Plover and Sanderling. These
speciss are usually less abundsnt in winter thsm in avtumn and it
would be very interestine %o see just how many were lefd in mid-
winter. The January counts whick imcludsd most of the major Irish
estuaries indicate the high wader populations present. . Of particular
interest are the counts of the twe Godwit species, of Golden Piover
of Spotted Redshank and of Groemshank. The Black-tailed Godwit
present on the south-west of Irsland were almost twice as numerous
as in Britain in the same monih.

] & habitat/bird map has been received for Rogerstown
(Co. Publim).

GULLS AND TERNS

4gain the information received on these species was
inadegquate to obtain coastal population figures. The counts cf
guils from a very important aspsei of the Bxtuaries Baquiry; the
continuing threats of bird strikes and the confinming interest
in possible contamination of water sepplics emphasise the need
to lmow more about their population lewels znd areas of abundance.

i
)

-4
H -_—



Peak counts of waders of Irish-Estuaries iﬁ 1970/71

Bull (Co. Dublin) - 26,674 (a)
Cork Harbour - 23,815 (b) -
Waterford Harbour“(waterfo;d) "“ié,ﬁ42‘(b)r V
1Bé§i&mécodé}33§ (Cork}_'T,“ ;:T'l9;897 (a)
"Malahide (Dublin) E © 71,387 {a)
Wexford Harbour (Wexford) - 7,042 (a) *
Bungarven Harbour (Waterford) 6,934 (b)
Eallycé%fop Baya(ﬁork) . - 6,%70
Barinow Bay (Wexford) 5,501 (b)
‘Pacumshin (Wexford) - 4,779 (b)
Bogerstown (Bub}in) 3,435
“Pramore (Waterford) ' 3,046 (b)
Douglas {Cork) 2,573
Cértmacsheiry fCork) 2,406 (b) -
Clonakilty {Cork) 2,288 (a)
Blacksod Bay {(Mayo) 2,057 (c)
Baldoyle (Dublin) 1,687 (b)

~ Youghal Harbour {(Waterford) 1,312 (b)
Trgﬁbreaga Bay'(bonegal) 7 1,1987(0)

BéinnessnBay {Donegal) 1,043 {(c)

note a)  occasional counts
b) single Jammary eocunt
¢) single Seéeptember count

* . no counts of Lapwing, Golden Plover
and Snipe are included.,



TEBIE. 22

Some wader counts made in Treland 1970/71

Ponegal to Galway  Dublin o Cork

September 1970 - Jamary 1971
Oystercatcher _ ‘m2;623 - 4,488 A
Lapwing ) - 576 : 20,250 +
Ringed Plover | 1,712 685
Grey Plover ’ - BYT
Golden Plover : .41?, ' - 22,330 +
Turngtohe . ._ 4 7 63 - 676
Snipe - | - 387 +
Curlew } 21T : 5,469
Whimbrel o 22 - - -
Black-tailed Gofwit g ‘ 54943
Bar-tailed Godwit 135 o 54502
Commen Sandpiper _ 7 - a -1
Redshank ' 270 ¢ 3,978 )
Spotted Redshank - B S
Greenshank 109 68+
Knot. - 96 15,329
Dunlin 3 29,993
Gurieﬁ-Saﬁ&piper Z - -
Purple Sandpiper ‘ - w1
Sanderling _ -7 A4B o 170
Ruff R - _ 18

+ does not include birds on ihe Wexford Slaobs.

Counts made in the 1970/71 season add considerably %o our
knowledge about several areas and it is encouraging to see
some more inbensive counts of gulls during the present season.
I would again make a plea for more counts of gulls and if at
all possible please do not use the scale of abundance but
attempt an estimate. BEven a crude cne is of more value than
a letter, '

Greater Black-backed Gulls were most numerous on
the east coast of England, The four largest concentrations
were recorded on the Humber (3,557:November)}, Lindisfarne
(2,000: November), Teesmouth {1,753: January) and Foulness
(1,392: September), In contrast Lesser Black-backed Gulls
were present in much smaller numbers, the largest flock being
cnly of 900 in the Doon {Ayrskire) during August.

Only the following estumaries recorded peaks of 10,000
or more of the other three common species of gull, The breeding
colony on the Beaulieu river {Hants,) had 40,000 Black-headed
Gulls in May; there were 35,000 on the Wash in September and
12,000+ on the Humber in November. The largest concentration
of Common Gulls during January was on the south Solway (31,650)

- 23 -



Twisfarne zecond (10,000 in otober and December).
Llnd_sfama_mm very large mmbers of Herring Gmils
(25,000 = Octelier and. Novenber ), while om the Wash ihere
were 30,98 of o 111 Eovember.

LIm m@w tc G?aucfms &ﬁis—aﬁ- ei gha, gites,
3 Todiand Tlls, 15 Bittle Culls {targest comnt of 6 on
the EE%, Temes. -..3 Sabines Gulls amd 2 Hediterranean GulT 8
were shserved.

 Felziwly omall mmbers of teras were recorded.

Sanam erns wers mosh numerous on the porith-easi coast

cmmamentratims: on Teesmouth {1,064 in Angusi), ihe
Firt gf*-ﬁg {1,850 in Sepiember) amd the Pirth of Forth
(966 #m smemst). 2,000 Common/Areiic Terns were noled on the
Tay estasrs, wnils the Dee with 1,050 was the only olBer site
where over = thoasend were recordedé in Seplember. Very few -
Rosezfe Towms wers vecorded, with a maximm of 20 on Conway
Bay. Simiariy Litile Terms were not ramerous, the two
main semeestraiions being on the Bee {126} and the Swale (101),
both s Smmst. Bisck Terns were quite fregmently resorded
on eshuzrizs in lumst with the Wash baving 43 apd Burry
Inlek £i. £ white-singed Hlack Tern was recorded at the head

of t&mm

Bew. J.B. Beckeriegge, SE. Crowan Viearage,
'%ﬁe, Cormwall.

Devom: | 8 Griffiths, 8 Lapgford Park, Kingsteignton,
BEiton é&iﬁst, TDovom,
Dorseis - Br. D.J. Codfrey, T ﬁer_ﬁ_ey *{{ays, ?:Eimhc}rne,
_ Fwrsel.
Esse= Br, P. Burton, Bird Foom, British Mmseum (Nat.

gist, }; Pring, Eeris.
£.F, Green, having organised this arez has now
¥anded over to:

Br, N.E. Prati, 7 Szicombe Crescent, To’sto:a,
- Bmthampton, Hanis,

Isle ot Wights 7. Stafford, Westering, Moor lane, Brightétone,
IsTe of Wight.

Inner Trowess Z. Foble, 48 Coolgardie Avenue, Chigwell, Essex,
Kents Eajor G.F.A. Mums, H.A. Becords, Sidcup, Kent.

Tr, P.E. Smith, Fiverpool Begionmal College of
Pachnology, Byrom Streeh, Iiverpool 3.

7. Wilsom, Myers Farm, Silverdale, Carmforth,
Eamcs.

Noribusieand: B. Salioway, 115 Soutkway, 5.W. Denton,
ﬁa‘@ﬁasﬂe—upoz—?;me, L5 TEL.

Solusy — T B E. Hazmmond, 39 Outomg Bosd, Aspatﬂ_a?
Fnglish sie: Carlisle, Cumberiand.
Somessetf £, Fox, Plet 45, Queens Road, Churchmead,

1 omsestershives Bailsen, Bristoi.

Suffei: #.8.0. Benson, 1T Souwih Green, Southwold,
Saffolks



Susgexs:

Yorks:
E. Riding

Teeasmouth:

5
Wash:

WALES

Anglesey/
Caernarvon/ -
Denbigh:

Cardiganshire:

Carmarthenshire:
. Glamorganshire:
W. Glamdrganshire:
Merionethshires:
Pembrokeshire:
SCOTTANE

Ayr fWigtown:

Inner €lyde:

Firth of Forth:

Moray/Cromariy/
Dornochk Firths:

North Solway:

Tay/Eden:
ETRE

National Organiser:

Co., Cork:

Co., Dublin:
Co. Wexford:

NORTHERE IRBLAND

M. Shrubb, Fairfields, Sidlesham,
Chichester, Sussex.

- D.B, GQutts, 81 Beverlej'ﬁoaé, South Cave,

Nr. Brough, E. Yorks.

E. Crabtree, 6 Woodland Way, bLong Fewton,
Nr. Stockton, Co. Durham.

M. Allen, Dept. of Hxtra Mural Situdies,
University of Cambridge, Stuari.Eouse,
Mill lane, Cambridge.

A.J. Mercer, having organised this area
has now handed over. to:
Dr. P.J. Dare, Fan~y-alit, Prefriw, Casrns,.

P. Davis, Ty Coed, Nr. Pregaron, Cards.

D.H.¥, Roberts, 38 Heol Hathrewn, Cwmann,
Lampeter,

P. Lansdown, 13 Dovedale Elose, Penmyland,
Cardiff.

R,J. Howells, Tays BEnlli, 14 Dolgoy Close,
West Cross, Swansea.

P. Hope-Jones, Bedwen, Bro Enddwym,
Dyffryn Ardudwy, Meriometh.

J.H. Barreii:,

Anchor Cottage, Haverfordwest,
Pembs, :

A.G. Stewart, %1 5%, Andrews. Avemnme,
Presiwick, Ayrshire. B

E,T. Idle, having organised this area has
now hended over to:

I. Gibson, 41B Mossvale Streset, Paisley,
RBenfrewshire.

Dr. B.T. Parkin, kaving organised this area
has now handed over to: i

J. Ballantyne, 6 Mansfield Place, Fdinburgh,
EH? 6KB,

L. Curries, Balmabeen House, Dumcanston,
Concn Bridge, Ross and Cromariy.

J.G. Young, Benvannock, Glencaple,
Dumfriesshire.

R. Summers, 3%53% Arbroath Road, Iundee,

C.D. Huichinson, T4 Marlborough Road,
Donmybrook, Dublin 4.

K. Preston, The Rsnnies, Boreenmmmma Road,
Cork.

C.D. Huichinson, see above.
0.J. ¥erne, North Slob Nature Reserve,

Wexford.

B. Coburn, 58 High Strect. Newbtowmards,
Co. Down.






