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THE NUMBXRS OF GREYLAG AND PINK~FOOTED GEESE
POUND IN GREAT BRITAIN ON 28th MARCH, 1965

. :A‘bou:l:. 3*,000 i}'r,é'y'la.g Geeas angd.
y were found in Sootland and”

Agei"ai;éer and {8, 000 ;?ink.-'footedl Beese

land on, or about,

Ansér Braogﬂh%nohua . ; o
28%h.Maroh, 1965. . The mmber of Greylags. was large in relation to the

pofulatich, of ‘abojtt 43,000 found on BtE November, 1964, suggesting that

winter losses had been light.
65,000 Pinkfeéet; .it seems

emigrited by the daté of the opunt.

In, November 1964 there had heen over ..
likely that & eubstential zumber had already .

The"fblloi.r_:l.ng,ta'ble_ 6ompai'eg the numbers. of geese found. roogti;.'ng' .
in different qounties with those found on 8'%h November, 1964 amd sn 15%h

MBJ'O}.‘I.,‘ 1964- The 4]

and the British total to the nesrest thousand.’

Greylags have been exeluded..

oupby totals are rounded to the.neasrest ten birds .

Peral flooks of-

Entriep in parentheses are leas relisble

than moet. . Mirue signs indicate that the. apecies has no .regular hammt

in & ocounty. .
County GREYLAGS PINKFERT
* 4 Mar '~ Tov 'Mar - Mar - Now. .Mar ... :
1965 - 1964 1964 ° 1965 1964 1964 -
T N L | ﬂ' 'y, o . . b . . = .
Qaithness . .~ o RIS =.§Q L} = S .
SutherIand = '"* .0 300 .30, 20 4= 1= >
Ross - "™ o (9440) ¢ C4g0 e U (2470) (0 0 2
Inverness ©U T 9gb, ‘T 660 84D A (¢ J . [+ DU
Moray - * .. .1300° " 1480 " 1420 .- ' p' ' 10 40
Aberdeen - 2790, . 50BO, T°(780) ° 3330 ‘5720, (1250)
Kincardine o250 1200 10T 130 0 " 270
Angus - S0 1030. C 4150 CU°940°.2550 '1030  2130-..
Perth - ;9770 716730 © 8820, ' 10180 '..17580 ' 6330
Pife 1580 . 2030 1210 4700 . " dooq  '8580
Einrosa i . 950 "1200° 600" © 1200° 3100 ~ 1920
8tirling/Clackmenman ©.M70 T 10, 200 .U 4180 .07 930
Dunbarton' = ° - 45D 500 {20 - 10.° -
Langrk - o) .30 -9 200" 990" (1630)
Midlothian 50 .2450 30 2440 . 5510, 3850 .
Bast Lothian ', ° - C - - 300 (950 310 -
Berwidk . 0 580 ) 630 3400 . 800 3
Poebles .0 740 Q" ' 470 'S51Q . 600. - -
Argyll - : 1810 1740 (1130). | =, 0 =l e )
Bube (Be00) 690 eazo’ . ' Ut
Renfrew 90 Q0 160 . =1 =10E &=
Ayr ; 540 160° 660 R e e
Wigtown 290 2850 | 1040 1300.. ' 80 2500 | |
Kirkoudbright 3500 1300 960 " (20p0) - 150 '({960) <
Dunfries - : .. 700 ".'650: .1070. {4840) ' 4300 ,.1710
total SCOTLAND " 33040 43120 F7WO 56350
Horthumberland 0 120 0 - -, -
Cuniberland 0 20 40 2300 900  {140)
Weatmorland 240 70 240 - - -
Lancashire 0 0 10 0 4750 10
Yorkehire - 10 - 1} 2000 0]
Lincoln - - - - 30 1350 30
Noxfolk - - - 10 10 0
total ENGLAND 240 220 290 2340 9010 (180)
Flint  WALES - - - 0 0 40
. % Ly
BRITISH TOTAL 34000 43000 36000 65000
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Despite snowfalls in many areas a few days earlier, the weather on
27th=-28%th March was kinder to counters than in either of the previcue
abtempts at a-oeméus in. March. 'The gover of known haunte was good, an
-aerdal Burvey being used to supplement groumd searches in muich of easb,
and nérth Sootland. ' Yet the number of Pinkfeet found was substantially
lesd then the 43,000~49,000 that would be expected to survive from'a
population of 65,000 in early November 1964 suffering normal winter .
losses. This is the third 'time that the March inventory eof Pinkfeeb
has been low. 1In 1963 and 1964 the subssquent November counts and the
proporsion of young birds in autumn showed that the low March' soores
were mot .diie to high mortality.. It is oertainly true that Pinkfeet
a%e hardeér to find in March 'than in November, beoause-they tend tc be
in smaller groups and to Lwe unfemiliar and temporary wrooating- Elapa_s,
but this is also true of Greylags. It begine to look as if substantial
mmbers. of Pinkfect may leave the coimbry in Marok, if not earlier,

esulably to-return to Ioeland. I hepe it will be possible.to
investlgate this next winter, by loocking for Pinkfeet in January or
Pobruary as well as in November and March, '

a ements. This report is due bo the oombined efforts of more
than 130, cbservers, listed below. Rather a lot of them, especially
those in England, may few or no geese, hub thely negative results, . |
though disaprolnting at the tine, are an essential oomtribution to the
success of the operation. I am gredatly indebted to: E.J. Abraham,

We Alexander; D.G.Andrew, R.W. Arthur, W. Austin, R. Barker, J.A.G.
Baines, W.M. Barr, J.A. Begg, ¢.8.Booth, T. Boyd, G. Brady, Mr. & Mrs.

W. Brotherston, R.A. Bfuce, H.0. Bunce, A. Cameron, Dr. J.W. Canpbell,
L.H. Campbell, A. Chapman, Capb, I.P. Céats, A, Cowleson, Mr. & Mrs.

J.R. COrawford,’G. Dall, Mr. Dewar, C. Dick, Miss L. Duncan, €. Dunlop,

J. Bdelsten, F.J. Ellwood, D. Ferguson; W. Hddler, J. Poraytk, A. Praser,
Je Gilmour, A. Gray, H.C. Gray, Miss F: Grelg, Miss O.M. Haggart, R.W.
H&ig,lw'o#n Eﬁll, Miﬂﬂ‘.o'mdiﬁg’ H. Ming’ R-__E- Eﬂnison, Mies H.
Hayes;, M. Eedlsy, T.W. Hendersoz, J.L. Hirst, Mrs. B. Holmes, Mlss 8.B.
Hood, Mies J. Hughes, W.G. Hughes, Mr. & Mrs. P.F. James, A.W. Jameson, ..
M. Jones, P. Hope Jones, Mlss 5. Lalng, D.D.Laurie, Mr. .& Mre. J.A.
Liﬂter’ .-Al Ilﬁ.ge, W.J. Mcmloah’ A'o Maanmld, D. Mﬂo&mald, .

P: MacDoriald,: A.M. Macfariane, R. MoGuffie, Mies A M. Mackintosh, . .
I. Maclachlan, K.J. MacLeod, J. MoNish, Mies .5.D. Matheson, B.A.Maxwell,
Jda Hmz’.eﬂ, A-J.MBTOGZ', T.D.H. Heme, 4. Mi.]ller,- Dr. D.H. Millﬂ, MTO&
Dr. de Mom, C.M. Mmo, C. mﬁy’ We me,c-u-ﬂmdibk' M.A.
Ogilvie, D.W. Oliver, T. Paterson, R.E;M. Pilcher, J: Porter, Rear-
Admiral C..B.‘_'Prioka‘b’ﬁ,']). Pringlé, Mre. I. Rainier, J.D.H, mordj

C,P. Rawoliffs, 4. Benuington Read, &.W.Reid; G.A. Richerds, Dr. R.
Riohter, E.L: Roberts, Dr. M. Eusk, J. Ruxton, Dr. H.C. Soott, R. Shaw,
A, fhepberd, -R.T. Smith, Mr. & Mre. R.W.J. Smith, Mles M.M.-Spires,

D.M. Stark, A. Stewart, J.A. Stewsrt; R. Stokoe, E., Taineh, -C. Talt,
4» Tewnion, Miss V.M.Thom, M. Thorpe, 4.M. Turmbull, R. Walker, R. Walker,

th. Wﬂliy -&;Dn Wa.‘bﬂon: Je Wai!‘; W.H- Wild, Io Wi.ll’ BE. Io‘[ms, ma’ -n‘;’
Young, J. Young, J.¢. Young, L. Young, Miss R. Young.

12th April, 1965 "Hugh Boyd
' The Wildfowl Trust,
Slimbridge, Glos.



