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ﬂ THE NUMBERS OF GREYLAG
I¥ BRTTATF ON Lth/5th MARCH 1967

Abou‘l; 43,000 Greyla.g Geoege Ansoer anser amd 47,000 Pink-footed Geeme
A, brachyrhynohus wae-found in Britain on hth and 5th Maroh 1967.

The numbers of geese believed to be roosting in eash oounty regularly
vigited by them are llsted below, The sounty figures are round.ad to the -
nearent ten and the national total to the nearest thousand. - Ferel flocks
of Greylags are exoluded wherever separable by locality from immigrants.
Where .the March figures are glven in brackets there are reasons for
guppoplrig that not sll the geese present were found,

e emps

GREYLAGS ) PINKFEET

Mar1967 Nov.1966 Mar,1966 l[a.r.1967 Nov.1966 Mar,1966

Orkney ? 0 50 i = =
Caithness 20 290 30 = e -

Foss and Cromarty =~ 1260 1850 g80  (1080) 1790 2050
Inverness {310) 150 150 40 o} 0
Nairn, Moray 1170 1370 €50 -0 o} 150
Aberdeen - 5450 4560 3040 - 3410 14290 4920
Angua, -Kincardine 1510 - 5280 1200 4890 890 2930
Perth 17700 31440 10240 11320 24520 . 12080
Fife L750 i\10 1010 9070 3950 4880
Kinross 400 2180 50 1540 5590 2500
Stirling 0 10 490 . 0 . 410
Clackmannan 50 0 0 0 0 o
Dunibarton 180 300 110 0 o} 10.
Lamark (250) 250 €90 (540) 2550 1140
Midlothian 310 730 680 49%0 1460 LuL0
Bast Lothian 0 - - 200 2750 40
Berwiok 0 220 50 620 4200 340
Peebles 10 120 - 640 2300 1280
Roxburgh 400 50 320 0 450 0
Argyll (1370) 1190 1200 = 5 i

Bute- 5480 3800 3100 - - -

Renfrew o} 0 20 — = -

Ayr 270 - 10 310 - . - -

Wigtown (280) 3310 3950 310 0 650
Kirkoudbright 420 700 880 (920) - 290 1410
Dumfries 680 690 1790 4270 3700 1920
Northumberland 20 140 10 - - -

Cumberland 1080 310 850 2120 0 3500
Weatmorland 170 80 2540 - - -

Lancashirae - - - 860 2860 0
Yorkshire - - - 330 1750 350
Iinocolnshire - - - 0 2560 0
Norfolk - - — o) 10 0
Cambridgeshirs- - - - 30 0 0
Anglesey 30 c 4] - - -

BRITISE TOTAL L3000 60000 32000 47000 76000 45000

The weather during the weck-end varied from pleasant to frightful and
gome -observers had difficult tasks, but in'‘most countiea the watioh on known
roosts -was thorough. Nevertheless it seems. likely. that In thie me in most
other March ecounts an apprecieble number of geese have escaped detection.
The evidence is srithmetiocal. The November numbers have always been much
larger than those in March. If the numbers of geese oounted in March are
compared with the numbers counted in the previous November, the difference
between them represents apparent losses., Simllarly the inoresse from the
March count to that in the following November Tepresents geins. If the
Yaroh and November censuses were both fully effioient the losses would be
a(mea.ure ‘of winter mortality while the galns would be equlvalent to
f youl
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"(young birds reaching Britain) - (losmes of mdults between March and
Novenmber)". ' In praotice the apparsnt winter losses in the last Pive
years have been rather high (Greylags — average 26%, renge 21-29%:
Pinkfoot .- aversge- 34#, range 15 )} and the apparent summer gainm have
been very high. The galns in 1963~66 have varied between 21 and 38% for
Greylsge (everage 30%) end from 31 to 43% for Pinkfoot (averasge 39%). We
have measured the annual production of young geese by locking at the
flocks in.autumm. There are sampling problems involved but the picture
is feirly clear and it shows that in each year, for both species, the
apparent gains from March to the following Fovember have been greater, not
lesa, than the proportion of young gesse found,

The Hovember counts are fairly relisble, beocause the geesme are then
ooncentrated in ocomparatively few places and cur knowledge of distribution
in the avtumn ls baped on many years experisnce backed up by hundreds of
reooveriss of xinged birds. The feeding hehaviour of the geese in auiumn
is also much simpler than in spring.

The repeated dimorepancies between the figures point to the con-
olusion that the March counts are inefficlent. The 1967 count was
arranged early ln the month in an attempt to exolude the possibility that
BSome geese weTe escaplng the census by retiring to Iceland during March,
but the very mild winter may well have made thls attempt futile, The two
other possibilities are that there are some importent regular spring
haunte which we still lmow nothing about or that substantial numbers of
geese living in the aress we lock st eaocape detection, The last of these
seems the most likely, In the spring most geeme are feeding on grass and
mary frequant ‘parking-out! places on rough pesture, mosses or fioods whioh
may alao serve as temporary roosts. This was brought home o me very 0
clearly in Perthshire this month when our countz ab several orthodox roosts
were much lower than the counts we obtained by searching for geese during

the dey.

Bven though the March counts may continue to be incomplete, they are
worth persevering with because they are of considerdble wvelue ss the only
extensive recorde of goose dlstribution at a ftime of year when the
possibility of serlous agrioultural damage by geeme 1m greatest. If we
want Yo keep the splendid number of grey geese we now have in Britain in
winter we need to have a scund basis of faocts from which to argue against
the unneceasarily severs repressive measures that some farmers have already
agked for,

Aoknowleggg' ents

The following observers sre known to bhave helped in this counts
L, Aﬂm’ L.W.CG. Mm&ﬂ, R.H. Ba‘lllie, - Bmﬂ, V.M. Baﬂ',
J+4s Black, C,3. Booth, T. Beyd, F. Brady, W. Brotheraton, F.W. Brown,
R,4. Bruoe, H,. 0. B\mﬂe, R.4. Ga.dman, C.R.Q, Campbell, Dr, J.W. Campbell,
Capt. I.F. Coats, A. Cowleson, Mra. K.M. Crawford, G.M. Orichten, P, Cringle,
G. Dall, D. Dewar, O. Dick, H, Dollman, T. Donaldson, R.J, Donally,
J.L. Douglas-Mengies, C, Dunlop, J. Edelston, #.J. Ellwood, T.H. HEvanson,
D, ¥. ¥erguson, W, Fiddler, A. Fraser, Wing Commander R, Fursman, T. Fyffe,
D. Glass, XK. Goodohild, A.G. Gordon, R. Gordon, Mrs. J. Orant, H,C. Gray,
Mise F. Grelg, E,W. Heig, Mise A.M., Harding, R.H. Earriaon, ¢.F. Headlam,
M. Hadley, A. Henry, Miss S. F, Hood, Mise J, Hughes, W.G. Hughes,,
E.T. Idle, P, Johnaon, S,R. Johnston, M. Jones, Dr., J. Kear, Mra, 8, Lains,
Miss 8, Laing, D. Lapbert, A. Leitoh, Mr. and Mrs, J.A. Lister, A. Lodge,
¥.J. MeCulloch, Mr. MoGoldrick, 4. MacDonald, D, Maodonald, R, MoGuffie,
J. MeIntosh, I. MaoLachlen, &, MeLean, X.J. MacLaod, W,J. McHizh,
W. MoWilliam, A, Mann, R.P. Mason, Mise 8. Matheson, J. Maxwell,
Awl. Msroer, T,D.H. Merrie, AT, lﬁ.".l.ls, B.S. Kinw, K,C. Morgan,
Mre. J. Momsm:h JoHeB, mro' Ve mmar, C.0. Nendiok' D.¥W. Oliver,
R, Oliver, T. Paterson, J., Potter, A. Pringle, J.D,H, Redford,
Mres, I, Rainier, C.P, Rawcliffe, A.B., Read, G.W. Reid, G,A., Richards,
Dr, R, Riohter, E.L, Roberta, W, Robertaon, Dr, M, Rusk, J. Russell,
W. Russell, J. Ruxton, W, Soott, O, Sears, R, Shaw, D.R. Shelley,
A. Shepherd, H. Shorrook, M. Smith, BR,T, Smith, R.W.J, Swith, D,¥. Stark,
J, Stewart,/
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J, Stewart, J.A., Stewart, R. Stokoe, E. Tainsh, Miss V.M. Thom,

P.J. Thompson, M, Thorpe, Mrs. E.M. Trevor, R, Walker, J.H. Wallace,
R.C, Walls, Q.F, Walton, L. Watkinson, A.D. Watson, J.T. Watt, :

Hon. D.N. Wei:l:', JaRe Weir, P, Whitelm’ G, Why'ba, Je8. Wiffen, W.H, Wild,
Dr. J.N. Iﬂ-tas, JF. Toungy J.G. Young, L, Toung, Misa R. You.ng.

. I wish to offer specisl thanks to Miss Valerie Thom and Mr. William
Brotherston for organizing teams in Perthehire and in the Lothians and for
teaching me 80 much sbout geeset and to Messrs, Gordon Booth,

Morley Hedley and John Badford who have for years joined me in ohasing
goese round Scotland. ¥y indebiedness to them and to all those who have
taken part in earlier counts ie very great and on this occasion tinged
with eadness, for I shall not myself take part.in another of these grey
goose counts., Not only the geese are emigrating this epring: at least
one goose—-counter is too,

23rd March 196 Hugh Boyd,
: The Nature Congervanocy,
12 Hope Texrrace,
Bdirburgh 9




