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{Preliminary rewort, not for wvublication)

TFE NUMB¥RS OF GREYLAG % PINEK-FOOTED GERSE FOUND
IN AREAT BRITAIN ON 15th MARCH, 1964 -

About 23,000 Greylag Geese Ainser anser’and 35,090 Pinkifooted Geese
Anser brachyrhynochus were fourd In Great Britain om 15th March, 1964, or
within three days.of that date. The search of 1lkely haunts was not
quite ocemvlete, bedause of bad veather and road sondibiozis, so that the
total mmbers of both species were wrobably substaniially larger -~ perhaps
27,000 Oreylags and 45,000 Pinkfeet in all, ocompared with 34,000 Graylags
and 29,000 Pinkfeet found on 17+h March, 1963.

The distribution of the two apecies In different countles in Maroh,
.1964. and Wovember, 1963 ia tabulated Below. All county figures are
rounded to'the nearest tem birds and the natioral totals te the mearest
thousand . : - .

GREYLAG - - PINKFEET

: Mar.1964 Hov.1963 Mar.1964 Hov.1963
North ,Scotland |
Shétland, Calthmess x .70 2 -
Sitthe¥iand 20 200 - -
Roas & Cromarty . 250 x 1120 X .+, 50
Invernesn ' 840 x 260 80 . -
Moray 1420 800 40 -
Aberdesn . N 780 x 2250 1250 x 2650
Eincardine - 10 150 270, - -
Central Sootland -
Angus 940 4920 2130 2820
Perth, . 8820 17480 6330, . . 11490
Pife - 1210 1610 8580 ~. ~ - 8320
Kinross . 600 340 1920, 1350
Stirling, Claglmiannan 200 - 930 -
Dutibarton ' 120 450 - -
South-eagt Saotland
Lenark ' x 120 1630 * 2130
Midlothian 30 1120 3850 5310
E.lothian - i 310 1380
Berwlok = 180 800. 200
Paghlen = - . 600 1600
West and South Scotland
Argyll 1130 x 910 L B
Bute , 2440 530 - =
Renfrew 160 D - - -
Lyr 660 9 . - -
Dumfriep 1070 210. . 1710 x 6500
-Kirkoudbtrd ght 960 270 L . 1960 -
Wigbowr - 1040 400 .- 2500 -

total oounted SCOTLAND 22700 _334;3:3 - 34900 . 43800
Nortmmberland, = . 300 - =
Cumberlend - 40 - 140 x 350
Weetmorland 240 190 C - -
Lancashire, Cheshire 10 30 10 1530
Yorkahire - - - 2000
Limolgg]:i_ré I - - 30 5500

total obunksd ENGLAND 290 . 520 180 9380
Flint WALES - " 40 =

TOTAL COUNTED 23000 34000 35000 53000
likely numbers in

unvisited plaoces 4000 : - 9R00

estimated BRITISH TOTAL 27000 45000
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The symbol x in place of, or féllowing, a countv fotal indicates that
searching there 1s known to have been incomplate. No geess wers found at
eny of thelr midwinter haunts in Norfolk, Gloucestershire and Anglemey.

The substantial additions to the oounted totals whichare suggeeted
for both species oonesist in large part of geese meen a few davs before
15th. which'oould not then be found. In the oase of the Greylag, only 440
oould be foumd in the neighbourhood of the Beduly Pirth on 15th tand 14th)},
but on 9th and 10th a £look oredibly estimated at 4000 was preaent. The
Pinkfoot offers an even more baffling problem. At Rockoliffe Marah,
Cumberland, there were 9000 6n 10th, 6000 on 11th, but only 140 on 15th,
and 1000 on 17th. No oompenseting inoreases elasewhere have been deteoted.
4t Rookoliffe, the 'emigration' was olearly due to gale force winds from
12¢h to 17th. In many other places this violemt wveather, with snow or
heavy rain, vroduced apnreciable local shifta, making the counting
operation an mmusually diPficult as well 'as en extremely unpleagant one.

The report on the count inm November 1963 called for a speolal effort
to examine areas where Pinkfeet might oocour in spring. Though this was
frustrated in the north-sast, additional searching in central Scotland
disolosed several 'mew' looalities. The behaviour of geese in
Lanarkshire continues to baffle searchers, though some additiomal olues
heve been obtained.

The unlucky timing of this count raises doubts about the possibility
of mekine & wholly sucoessful oemsus in the late winter or epring. But
there 1s no doubt about the value of November ocounts and T hope to enlist
the eld of as meny watohers as poeaible next November.
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