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(Prel::l.minary oonfidential report,
ot for publication)

THE NUMBERS OF ONHYIAG & PINE-FOOTHD GEESE ‘FOTND
IN GREAT BRITAIN OF 17tk MARGE, 1963

7 om. 176h Maroh: 1963 we found. about 27,000 Greylag Geese inser anser-and

30,000 Pink-fdoted Geese Amer.braoygr_r%?hg in Great Britaln.” On 71tk
Hovenmber 1962 there had been about 38,000 Grevlagas and 58,000 Pinkfeeb..
The distribution of the two specles in differemt counties in Maroh and
Novembar is shown below. All county figures are rounded to the nearest
ten birds and the natiomal total to the nearest thoumand. -+ (The November
figures show g number ‘of changes from thosé: used in the rbport oiroulsted
immediately after that’ coumt.) fLT

GREYLAG . .t ~i . - PINKWERR 4

Mar.1963 Nov.1962  Mar.1963 Nov.1962

SCOTLAND
Calthness & Sutherland 30 10 - © &
Ross & Cromarty - 840 580 - 40,
Inverness sl 200 190" 30 -
Nalrn ' 180 230 . - -
Moray 1220 . 850 ) - -
Aberdeen - 1170 . 1610 © 1600 1270
Avgus - 2630 "3800 1810 3100
Perth . 5190 16910 3070 12430
Fife "’ = 260 420 | 3100 9170
Kinro#p- TeeTT 440 1500 3100 650 . )
Stirling & Clackmennan 130 20" 330 970
Dunbarton . 150 380 - -
Renfrew = - . 40 - - , -
Lanark T30 400 . 7 3050 . 4460
Midlotkian o 140 | 1180 ° " - 2540 . 4760
E.lothian - - . ' 380 . 680
Berwiok : <« r - 290 ' " 600 . 3500
Paeblesn - - - "B40 - * 1450
Argyll 1190 - - 1060 y - 10
Bute & Arran 5610 - - 2200 - | [
Ayr R ) . 980 . 240 - ~ © -
Dunfries 590", 810 - 6000 ' 2000
Kirkoudbright - 890 A9 1220 - e7o
wigtown : .- 4010 - 11605+ - 500 7 =

Total SCOTPLAND 25900 37170 . . .28170 44760,
ENGLAND . SRR
Northumberland T T |- B
Cumberlend & - ;0 ) 150.. . . 1260 . . 86O
Westmorland 330 .. 210 . - s e .-
Lancashire. e =t . 40 4150
Yorkshire LR e e . 1= 2060
Linoolnshire - - . 430 6000
others” . - , 400 50

Tobal ENGLAND 400 " 480 2130 - 13120

BRITISH TOTAL 27000 38000 30000 . 58000

There wa;-e no PinkPeet or Greylage m-\{;iog on. either 11th- November or '
17th March, althongh several hundred Pinkfeet visited.north Wales in *
Jenusry and February. ’
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" This was our Pirat attempt at a censlus at thé émnd of the winbter.
When the count was first plammed we 414 not know that it .woild be the e
severest winber for very many yeays in most parts of the British Ixles.
Glven a nearly complete mearch of kmown hamits, T had expeéoted to f£ind
that the mumbers of both sypeciles were about: 75* of the November tot&ls,
roughly about 29,000 Greylags and 44,000 Pirkfeet. This -expectation was
baged cn eédtimates of the average mortality-rate and of the proportien of
the botal emrmal losaes. coourring between nmld-Noyember. apd mid-March
obtained from reécoveriea of ringed birds in the last twalve yesrs.

. The number of Greylags found is mot mmoh less than expected. . At the
lovel of accursoy of the counts themselves and of the estimates of loases,
the disorepancy is so mmall that 1t seems poeslble to may that the hard .
winter added 1little to the mumber of Greylag casualtles, desplte the
unusyal movements and oconventrations the weather brought .ebouti. The
Pinkfoobs sitniation is very 4{fferent: the populaticn mesma to have
suffersd nearly twice as many oapualties as in a normal winter and to have
béen reduced to 1little more than half its size in November.

It may be. argued ‘that many PinkPeel evaded being counbéd becsuse they
hed bean found to disperme to urusual places in January and Februsry or
6lse had already begun to return to Teoeland. I do uot .think thet meny
were "lost" in thess ways. Fortumately, it should be possible to check
this Maroch oount by another ome in Novembers ~ Since we oan tell Yairly
aocourately. the pioportion of young birds hatohed in the summer amongat the
November poyulation #te can get ar estimate of the mumber of Pinkfeet '
surviving from this' apring to next siitumm. If the present cownt 1s nearly
complete and reasonably preoise we phould find that next aubtumn there are
rather less than 30,000 adults .- allowing for casualties in the summer and
on migration in spring and awbimm, i e

nowledgemerts. --Although several observers of long experiense were-
unable vo:; part, ‘we were fortuzate In obtaining substitutes amd tHé .
mmber of cownters was-larger thsn ever, despite wmfriendly weather In -
several dimbriots. The Wildfowl Trust is'greatly indebted .to all these
helperst B.J. Abrehams, D.R. Anderson, D.G. Aindrew, J. Ballanbtyme; '~
R. Barker, J,A.G. Barnes, Mrs. I.S. Barrus, W. Birrell, (.G, Booth, T. Boyd,
J.H., Brook, J.D. ‘Brown, W. Brotherston, D. Campbell, J. Qampbell, Dr. J.W.
Campbell, L.H. Oampbell, R.N. Campbell, Dr. A, Charlton J.G. Chipperfield,
M, Olark, L. Ocnetamtine, A. Cowleson, W, Orawford, G. Dall, W. Dawsom, ™ -
R.H, Denxis, @, Dick, Dr. i.D. Dickeom, 4. Douglas, 0. Dunlop, ¥.J." Eilwded,
Sir Robert Erskine-Hill, D. Perguson, W. Fiddler, L. Fullerton, Seton Gordon,
0-.3-!.' 4. G?Bﬁm, 4. Gl‘ay, H.C. Gray, W.A. Eﬁll, H. Miﬂs, B, Hardy, i
JiF.D. - Hargreaves; R.H, Harrison, J.M; Bdrrop, T.W. Hemderson, J.L: Hltéd,
H. Bpghe#, W.G. Hughes, A.W, Jamemqn, R.L.K. Jolliffe, M, Jones, P. Hope
Jones; W.h. Kelly, H: Lawson, D.W. Molredis, W.J. MoCulloch, A. Macdonald,
D, MadDonald, Mrs. N. Maodonzld, X.S5, MsoGregor, J. MoIntdsh, A.M. Mackenzie,
Wise A. Mackinbosh, J. MoNish, B.i. Maxwell, 7. Mazvell, A. Millem, -
Diﬂ- 1‘1'111!, J.H, Morgan, We Mmﬂf’ M.A. 051\1716, D.W. Oliver, Tl"'me_!'BOﬂ,
N. Ploompi, R.E.M. Piloher, 'J. Pringle, G.W. Reid, Dr. R. Richter, B.L, -
Roberts, K, Robinson, Dr. M. Rusk, W. Rumiell, A. Soott, Dr. Helen-Sooth,
H.K. Seth-Sulth, A. Shspherd, H, Fhorrook, Mr. & Mrs, J.C, Skimer, -
P, Jlater, R.T7. Smith, R.W.J. Swlth, D.M. Stark, J.i. Stewsrt, R, ‘Stokoe, -
R+ Straiton, R.J.P. Teylor, M. Therpe, Dr. R.G, Tloehurst, A.E. Viné, .
R. Waller, Robert Walker, R.0. Walls, O.F. Walton, A. Wateon, A.D. Watsmon,
W.H, Wwild, R.B. Wilikinson, W,H.N, W{lkinson, R,H. Wilgon, H.R. Young,
J. Young, J.G. Toung, J.M. Young, L. Young, Mies R. Young and T.B.R. Young

%’%‘Eﬁﬁ' These provisional figures are sure to require moms
I2lcetions (even if omly minor omes) in the light of informetion not
yot received and: it is _too moon to arrive at'the best possible éssesament
of the effeots of the hard weather of early 1963 on ocur grey geese. The
ohject of these ooﬁ;’:ts In %o £irq out how goose numbers are regulated, not
to provide ammmition for. elther side in argiumémts between those for end
againat goose-ghooting.: ‘I must adk you to: treat these, results as
oonfidential. ' i

28%h March, 1963 ‘ ' ’ . Hugh Boyd
The Wildfowl Truss, Slimbrddge, Glos.



