GREYLAG AND PINK-FOOTED GEESE IN DRITAIR

13th/14th November 1982

The 22rd annual autumn census of Grevlog Anser anser and Pink-footod
Guese A.brachyrhvnchus was held over the weekend of 13th/14th November
1082, ~The Greylups had & good breeding season but numbers were down
plout 16,000 from November 1981 to f totul of 80,000, while the

Pinkfwes, with only o moderate broeding soasop, remalned al about
the 1981 level, with 4 total of 82 ,000.

The numbers of geese found roosting in each region and discrict of
Seovland, and eanch county of Fagland, are sat out in the table helow,
togethor with the figures for Nuvember 1080 apd 1881, The individual
Lstals Buve beea rounded to tho nearest 10, while the national tolals
are relnded to the nearest 1000, Where ldeoncifiable, feral or
indigenous [locks of Greyvlags bave heesn omitted,
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Wernther and genersl conditlions

A fairly fine Saturday morning gradually deteriorpted and many are
had thick overcast with rain, hail or show by evening, interlering
with evening flight counts. Sunday was bright, clear and calm in
moat places after overnight snow and frost, but in the south and
wiest 1t was much less pleasant with cloud and rain.

The hkorvest generally was early and clean. Ploughing was very will
nhead in most reglions. lowever, recent wet conditions had goi the
potato harvest bopged down, providing some better opportunities

lor goose fveding. An inereasing general trend seems to be the
chiange from arable, particularly barley, to grass and sheep. This

iz apparently in response to o combination of market forces {(decline
in whisky sales lending to o lower demand for top gquality barley)
und varintions in [arming subsidies {(especially good on sheep).

't i8 vertainly reducing the traditional autumn stubble feeding
ovallable to the geese compared with o fow years ngo.

GREYLAGS

The population total produced by this census provides a real puzzl
Either o considerable number of groese wero missed by the count, or
thera has been an unexpectedly high mortality. It will be recallod
that the Morch count held in 1982 produced o low Grevlap totul.
only 52,000, which suggested that between 20,000 and 30,000 hirds
might have been missed. Mow we have 4 total of 320,000 wheno the
brevdine success tn 1982 has boen really eather good (30,10 young
hirds in o sample of 2500, mean brood sise 2.6 in a sample of
1323, apnd should have led to a total of somewhere betwaea 105 000
wiedd 110,000, given normal mortalicy., Hove we again missed some
25,000, or are at least some of them dead, perhaps during the very
cald weather of the 1981-82 winter? The Kovember counts have, on
the whole, "added up" rensonably well, balancing expected losses
whth eqeh yvear's locroment of yvoung. And pow, suddenly, there is

a major disereponcy.,

Certainly the conditions of the count were somy way short of porloci,
Nob only was the weather poor in some arcas, but the shortage of
loed, lor evxample in the north of Scotland, caused the birds to b
rother differently distributed [rom usunl. Furthermore 1hefa WOS soe
evidonce of movement taking ploce during the census weekend. All uof
these loviors could add wp to us missing guite o lot of birds, buti

It #til]l =ouvms surprising chat so maoy could have heen overlooked.



For various ressons the census was lheld one weelkend later cthan usual.
Whilse this must always increase the risk of bad weather, 1L dows
remove u potential danger of holding the census at the beginninyg ol
Yovember, namely that some Grevlags may not yet have arrived |rom
Iceland. By the middle of the month they should certainly all be

with us.

The regionul distribution of the Grovilugs, shown in the table helow,
shows rather few overall differencos from lasct year, which also had
a vlean harvost, However the molo cvable, on dhe precoding ppges,
reveals thaot there was o considerable shift from Highlond to
Grampian within North Scotland, while South-west Scotland had more
birds than usunl at this f(ime.

PINKFEET

The tutal Jor the species is mueh closer to the expected than is

Lhhe CGreylag's. With only a moderate broeding success in 1982 (15.1%
yvoung birds in a sample of just over 5000, and o meen brood size of
2.1 in B85 Lroods) little chanpe woulid be likely, and the drop ul
1000 from last year is insignificant.

Looking ot the regional distribution, it is clear that South-enst
Scotland suffered a considerable deeline, with the bLirds staving
furcher north in the East Ceniral region. There seemed to be un
dyen oleaner harvest with more lapd ploughed in the former uwleil
than in the latter. Lancashire attracted almost exactly the same
number as lo 18981, alsc a vaer of clean harvests. There was o soul |
but welcome 1nerease round the Wash,

Horlonnl Jdiscribuetion of GrevlsLHE and Pinkfoeel lo November 1980=1932

Figures arme percentages of total pepulations

GREYLAGS PIKKFELET
1080 1981 142 198i) 19481 18RZ
Jorth Beotland q2.2 aG6. 2 Dil.l 6.8 14.7 14.3
Eust Central Seotland 7.1 22.3 20,8 49.0 40 .7 37.8
South=east Scotland 10.0 T.0 3.8 285 0.0 2l.3
South-west Scotland T.d B.4 10.1 4.5 9.7 3,2
North Ungland 3.4 5.6 J.4 8.7 20.43 20,8
- - - .4 0.8 2.1

Eugt England

Spring vensus

Followine last vear's =liphely experimoneal loute March vensus, 1
would like 1o vopeat the exercise on the same, thlird, weekend ol
Lhe month. [ onclose a request poro poild stomped addrossed cord

ag us=nitl.

Avknow ledeomenis

I would 1like to thank all the people who ook part in the census.,
ualften in less cthan comfortable conditions, The following are known
fer mer Dpy atime, and I apologise to any 1 moy have missed out.

G.Alison, J.Allan, A.Allison, H.Androws, C.lndenoch, Dr R, S.0bailoy,
JoL Bl Lantene, JoAVG Darnes, N.Baviiss, M.V Bell, WH.Bied. L.G.DBlucow,



Mrs G.Boyd, H.Boyd, A.W.Brown, L.M.Trown, R.A.Cadman, E.D.Camervn,
C.R.0.Campbell, HN.C.Chesney, Mr and drs C.Chester, J.Cluckie,

J.ALP. Conts, W.A.Colelough, Mr and Mrs A.F.Collett, R.Corbect,
P.Corkhill, A.Cormack, D.A.Creasey, D.Crompton, W.Denmade,

H.H.Dennis, R.A.Dickson,R.C.Dickson, D.Doig, J.Dunbar, A.R. & J.
Dupear Jones, M.H.Duon, Mrs M.Dunn, R.F.Durman, Mr % Mrs C.Eatoupn
B.Dveon, J.Edelsten, D.Ferguson, W.Filddler, W.D.Forshaw, J.A.Forstir,
J.Gearing, N.Gihson, A.J.Gordon, P.R.Gordon, R.Gordon, P.J.Gotham,
Mrs J.AR.Orant, I.C.Gray, H.Green, !lrs 5.H.Hacker, J.FP.D.Hargreav. s,
L M.P.Harris, H.I.Harvey, C.G.Headlam, Mr & Mrs A.lenry, W.U.Hughe=,
Uy D.Jensins, Dr J.Kear, P.E.Kianear, J.Kirk, Mra E.Eitchin,
5.Laybourne, M.Leven, Mr & Mrs J.Lister, BD.W.McAlllster,
W.J.MeCulloeh, A.Macdonald, Mrs M.K.Maocduff-Duncan, Mrs [.M.B.McKicno.
Do Mue lemun, K.1. Maeleod, J.MeNish, J.Main, R.P. Mason, F.Mawby,J.300cche
.M tehell, R.D.Murray, Mr & Mrs C.G.Nendick, [.Nicol, D.A.O'Cunnoy
Mrs C.C.0gilvie, J. M. A.Osbourne, A.Pauter, N.Pleogzi, R.E.M.Pilcher,
G.Pounder, R.C.Prentice, P.Revholds, Dr RB.Richter, M.J.Richardson,

. Robercson, R.Roherison, M.Ross, J.Hussell, W.RBussnll, R.G.M.Savory,
B.R.Sears, K.B.Shepherd, Mr k mrs Shimeld, P.Shimmings, E.M.Smith,

Dr P,E.8mith, Dr R.Bmith, B.W.J.Smith, R.T.8mith, A.G.Stewart,
J.W.8tewart, Miss V.M. Thom, I.D.L.Thomson, D.Thoropood, L.A.Urqubarc,
b L.L.Jd.Viek, R.Walker, J.H.Wallaece, R.Walls, E.Wanless, 3.Warman
A.D.Woigon, D.S.Whitaker, J.E.Wilcox, J.D.Wilkin=z, A A Wright,
G.Wright, 2. Wright, W.Wright, 0.Z%onfrillo.

153th Felbruary 1983 M. A.Ogilvie
Wildfowl Trus
Slimbridge
Gloucester
GLa TRT



