GREYLAG AND PINK-FOOTED GEESE IN BRITAIN
7th/8th November 1981

The 22nd annual autumn census of Greylag Anser anser and Pink-footed
Geese A.brachvrhvnchus was held over the weekend of 7th/8th November
1981. Both species had indifferent breeding seasons and while the
number of Grevlags has risen slightly since last year to 96,000,

the Pinkfoot total is down sane 5000 to 90,000.

The numbers of geese found roosting in each region and district of
Scotland, and each countv of England, are set out in the table below,
togothor with the figures for November 1979 and 1980. The individual
totals have been rounded to the nearest 10, while the national totals
are rounded to the nearest 1000. Where identifiable, feral or
indigenous flocks of Greylags have been omitted.

GREYLAGS PINKFEET
11 Nov 9 Nov 8 Nov 11 Nowv 9 Nov 8 Nov
1979 1980 1981 1979 1980 1981
Crknev 40 310 160 - - -
Highland
Caithness 3250 4090 4300 - - -
Sutherland - 20 -
Ross & Cromarty 13230 15380 27400 - - -
Inverness 2080 4170 5300 - - -
Nairn 480 110 10" - - -
Badenoch &
Strathspey 650 970 - - - -
Grampian
Morav 1370 760 1580 - - -
Bant! & Buchan 5000 4000 4750 1400 2200 5900
Gordon 2620 5670 6440 5850 4350 7300
Kincardine &
Deeside 4000 2500 3980 - - -
Tavside
Angus 7950 8400 2950 8000 7320 3400
Perth & Kinross 24230 23070 15030 11710 33010 15530
Central
Stirling 1140 1300 1080 3000 2430 2500
Fife 20 700 2250 5500 4000 6150
Strathclyde
Argvll & Bute 1420 1000 2790 - - -
Cunningham - 250 150 - - -
Renfrow 270 - 140 - - =
Dumbarton 2000 2000 250 - 50 -
Strathkelvin 20 10 40 = - i
Lanark - 1470 - 1600 830 940
Evle & Cnrrick 310 400 460 - - -
Lothian
West T.othian - - - - - -
Midloihian 580 730 2370 8500 5350 8730
East Lothian 80 30 840 3200 11930 4510
Borders
Tweeddale - - 10 10420 7230 12340
Berwickshire 1280 1600 820 3220 3670 1000
Roxbureh 3400 6690 3950 20 - 140



GREYLAGS PINKFEET

11 Nov 9 Nov 8 Nov 11 Nov 9 Nov 8 Nov
1979 1980 1981 1979 1980 1981
Dumfric¢s & Galloway
Wigtown 830 1400 2190 - - 160
Stewartry GO0 91¢ 740 - - -
Nithsdale 90 70 310 130 3380 2210
Northumberland 3100 14730 4130 - 20 -
Cumbriax 920 1600 1300 30 70 20
Lancuashire - - - 16610 9200 18240
Humberside - - - 400 320 -
Lincolpsnire %
Nortfolk - - - 800 50 030
BRITISH TOTAL 81000 90000 96000 B0O0O 95000 90000

Woather and general conditions

The muain oproblem with the weather was log which persisted in some parts of
contral o amd vastern Scotland, Elsewhere conditions woere good with only
lijgtht winds and little precipitation. The fog may huve led to a little
urstereounating at a few sites, though in one important area later ground
count= Juring the davtime showed that few if any had been missed at the
edarlicy 1licht,

After u run of poor havvests, Scottish tarmers were able to make an early
and clea;, harvest of the burley this vear. There was almost no spilt
wrain on the stubbles in most uareas and birds were moving on to potato
fivlds and grass much carlier than usual.

GREYLAGS

The population now stands at yet another new record total though the
increases over last year is a modoest one in line with the rather poor

briading season. Indeed in a sample of over 2000 birds the breeding
success. measured by the percontage of young birds, was 13.9%, or
rathor below the long-term average. The mean brood size was 2.0.

The regional distribution shown in the table opposite reveals how the
abhsence of spilt grain affected the birds., In lact there was one small
arca in Ross and Cromarty where a farmer failed to harvest his barley

amnd very large numbers of Grevlags fed there for many weeks. There

we'l'e JJust over 20,000 there at the time ¢f the census, but within two

wee ks pumbers were up to around 403,000, As this is greater than the
number in the Hizhland region during the census one has to conclude

til Livds mevod back north toe rake advantage ¢f the available grain.

Tho proportion of the geese in st Central Scotland was the lowest lor
many yvears wihite numboers in all three vegions te the south were generally

uy,
PINKFLET

Tive population has "allen back from its vecord level last vear, yvielding
Snee pTivin, s in 1078, the position as Britain’'s most numerous poose

tes Thoe Groviiag., Brecoding success was slightly bettor than for the
Greylag, bhutr =srill bhelow average with 15.79% younpg birds in o sample
b over loeo, raken 'rom most o parts ot the range. Thte mean brood

Hivat wis o very tow oat b, 9.

In view ol rhe shovrtage of gspilt orain in Seotland it was no surprise to
tind very Iarse numbers reaching fancashire early in the autumn, largely
Powould seen o at Lhe expence of Moast Central Scotland. There were no
Piraktower raking sdvintage ol rthe windlianll of grain in Ross and Cromarty
bl numbers an Granmpian were well up.,



Recgional distribution ¢f Grevlags and Pinkfeet in November 1979-1981

Figures are percentages of total populations

19279 1980 1881 1979 1980 1981
North Scotland 10.5 42 .2 56.2 9.0 6.9 14.7
Easi Central Scotland 41,1 37.1 22.3 35.1 49 .0 30.7
Sourtii-east Scotland 6.6 10.0 7.5 33.5 29.5 30.0
South-west Scotland G.8 7.3 3.4 0.2 4.6 3.7
Nor:th IFngland 5.0 3.1 5.6 20.7 9.7 20.3
Fast Tngland - - - 1.5 0.4 0.6

Future censuses

It is tully intended that this leong and valuable series of November
censuses will continue in the future. However it is also hoped that
some additionul counts can be attempted ot other times of the winter.
One of the main stimuli for additional counts stems from the passing
of thie new Wildlife and Countryside Act with its provisions for the
issuing of licences to shoot grey geese outside the normal shooting
seiason. This will be deone to prevent damage to growing crops in the
spring and our knowledge of goose numbers and distribution at that
time 15 muceh less good than it is for the autumn montihs.

Spring counts are already carried out in a few areas but there has not
been an aftempt ot @ nationel census in the spring since the mid-18C80s,
Ar that vime it was discovered that the geese, and especially the
Greviugs, are tar more scattered than they are in autumn, and also

prone to use temporary and irregular roosts, for example on floodwater.
The national totals were not particularly satisfactory, but at least
most of "he major, and therefore potentially damaging, concentrations
were lovated. I am hopeful that we can achieve at least the same success
again, and possibly rather better.

I would like to c¢arry out a spring census of both the Greylags and the
Pinkloet over the weekend 20th/21st March this year and look forward
to receiving the same willing help that vou have given me over the
muny yveuars of November censuses. I will be writing again, with the
usual notification of place and date, during February,
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