GHEYLAG AND PINK-FOOTED GEESE IN BRITAIN
12th/13th November 1983

The 24th annual autumn census of Greylag Anser anser and Pink-footed
Gease A.brachyrhynchus was held over the weekend of 12th/13th
November 1984, %GEE_EFEEiEE experienced only moderate breeding
success in 18983, but while the number of Greylags rose only slightly,
from 80,000 in November 1982 to 82,000 in November 1983, the
Pinkfoot total rose much more, from 89,000 to 101,000.

The numbers of geese found roosting in euch region and district
of Scotland, and each county of England, arc set out in the table
below, tegether with the figures lor the provious two years. The
individual totals have been rounded to the nearest 10, while the
national totals are rounded to the pnearest 1000. Where possible,
feral flocks of Greyvlags have been omitted.

CGREY LAGS PINKFEET
8 Nov 14 MNov 13 HNowv B Nov 14 Nov 13 Nowv
1881 19533 1983 1981 1882 1983
Orkney 160 G500 G880 - - -
Highland
Caithness 4300 4140 7450 - - -
Sutherland - 20 3130 - - =
Ross & Cromarty 27400 B510 1070 - - 40
Inverness 5300 720 500 - - -
Nairn 10 70 - - - -
Badenoch &
Strathspey - 310 410 - = -
Cramplian
Moray 1580 2480 810 - - =
Banitf & Buchan 2750 11400 5600 5900 6200 2850
Gordon Gd44 5040 7020 7300 G300 10700
hincardine &
Deeside 3930 10000 6000 - - -
Tayside
Algus 2950 Jdal 7900 3400 11150 13220
Perth & Kinmss 15030 16800 18230 15530 16050 14260
Central
Stirling 1080 10650 250 2500 5440 3730
File 2230 80 1250 86150 920 8000
Strathelyde
Avgyll & Bute 2790 1670 3570 = e =
Cunndniriiam 1530 100 130 - - -
Hivm £ 1rew 140 - = - - -
Dumbarton 250 400 350 HTH - -
Strithkelvin 40 7O - - - -
Lainnrk - 200 - 040 1220 290
Evle & Carrick 460 350 490 = = i
Luathian
West Lothian 2110 730 1980 230 - 2000
Midlothian 230 740 930 BSO0 2120 13600
East Lothian a240 390 720 4310 G230 420
bBurders
Twoeddalo 10 - 30 12310 9310 J600
Berwickshire 820 200 580 1000 1320 3340

Roxburgh 3950 1510 3850 140 120 1800



GREYLAGS PINKFEET
E Now 14 Nowv 13 Now B Nov 14 Hov 13 Hov
1981 1982 1983 1981 1882 18983
Dumries & Galloway
Wigtown 2190 2600 3320 160 = -
Stewartry 740 18RO 1900 - - -
Nithsdale 310 800 300 2210 1860 2620
Northumberland 4130 3850 2300 - 30 80
Cumbrin 1300 450 OO0 20 - 20
Lancashire = - - 18240 18410 16280
Humborside - - - - - -
Lincolnshire &
Norfolk - - - 5§30 1850 1270
TOTAL G000 BOOOO 32000 SO0 29000 101000

Weother and general conditions

That bane of goose counters, fog, hung over much of eastern

Scotland in the days bafore the count weekend and though, thankfully,
it had largely dispersed durlng the Friday, generally murky
conditions prevailed in some areas, with low overcast and some
drizzle, making both dawn and dusk flights difficult. Certainly

in central eastern and south-eastern Scotland observers expressed
considerable cautions about the accuracy of their counts, Further
north in Scotland, and from south-west Scotland southwards into
England,conditions were much better, often bright, clear and

sunny .

Thanks to the fine, hot summer, the harvest in most areas had been
early and clean, though there were exceptions with the occasional
stubble field cbviously proving very attractive. Ploughing had
therafore been possible from an early autumn date and this was
combined with 4 very noticeable inecrease in the acreage of autumn-
sown barley. Farmers were expressing great satisfaetion with their
sowings of this crop in anutumn 1982 and a number that I spoke to
woere maintaining or inerensing their sowings this autumn, in one
or two cases doubling the acreage. Although during the time of
the census only a few peese seemed to be feeding on the well-
gprouted barley shoots, this is another potential area of confliet
between farmers and cthe geese.

GREYLAGS

The cenzsus totul shows 4 slight increase, of only 2000, over the
previous autumn, eertainly pot & sigonllicant one. The percentape
of young birds, in a sample of just over 3000, wus 16.8% and

the mean brood size 2.2 (n=B5). This might have been expected to
have led to a rather proater ipercase in total numbers, and it

muy be Lthat the poor counting conditions in some arcas led to birds
being missed. Certainly the disctribution was rather different

this year with many fewer birds in the north of Beotland where

it was very apparent thiat there was little lood [or them, The

Lable opposite gives the percentage rvegional distribution.

A comnpariscon of this osutumn's total with that for last spring, when
we counted 53,000, would scem to strongly confirm that the

lntter was much too low, prosumably due to our not finding all

Lhe Lirds.



PINKFEET

The total of 101,000 is n new record. It is rather higher than
expected as the breeding success was not all that good, with 15.9%

young in a sample of over 4000, plus a low mean brood size of
1.7 {(n=105). However, bearing in mind the March 1983 count which
geemed to indicate low winter mortality, it is, on balance, acceptable.

The regional disctribution, tabled below, shows a particularly high
concentration in south-vast Scotland, with the largest drop in

north England.

Regional distribution oi Greyvlugs and Pinkfeet in November 18B1-1883
Fipures are percentages of total populations

GREYLAGS PIREFEET

1881 1882 1883 18981 1884 1983

North Scotland S6.2 &H4.1 40,1 4.7 14,3 13.4
East central Scotlond e B 25,8 33.8 aa.7T ar.8” 38.8
South-eagt Scotlund ¥.B 4,8 0.9 30.0 2l .5 27.8
Bouth-west Scotland B.d 10.1 12.3 37 3.5 2.9
Horth England 8.6 5.4 3.8 20.3 20.8 18.2
- - Lo DIE 211 1,2

Eust England

Spring census
The third in the new series of spring grey goose censuses will he
held over the weekend 17ch/18th March 1984. I will be circulating

details during February.
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