CREYLAG AND PIFK-FOOTED GEESE IM BRITAIN

S5th/6th "ovember 1077

The eighteenth annual census of freylaa Anser anser and Pink-footed Feese
A. hrachvrhvnchus was held over the weekend ot bth/6th Movember 1977.  Compared vith

November lﬁ?E, the total for Grevlags was up by 7,000 to 3,000, while that for the
Pinkfeet had faller sliohtly, by 2,000 to 62,000,

The numbers of geese found roosting in each region and district of Scotland, and each
county of Enaland, are set out in ths Tahle below, tonether with comparable figures
for 1975 and 1976. The sub-totals are rounded to the nearest ten, while the
national totals are rounded to the nearest 1,000, Feral or indinenous flocks of

Greviaqs are omitted where they can be identified.

AREYLAGS PINKFEET
9 Nov 7 Nov F Nov Q Noy 7 Hov F Moy
1975 1976 1977 1975 1976 1977
Orkney - - 60 - - -
Hiochland
Caithness 500C 300 4220 - - -
Sutherland - - - - - - -
Ross & Cromarty 6240 3020 12670 250 20 150
Inverness 500 200 2450 - - -
8adenoch &
Strathspey 950 - - - - -
Nairn 1010 30 130 - - -
Grampian
Moray 1750 1130 ERD - - -
Banff & Buchan 9500 R2E0 €100 6500 6250 7500
Gordon 1940 1810 3370 10330 3130 4110
Kincardine &
Deeside 1400 1000 1700 - - -
Tayside
Angus 3500 A060 1450 10620 s5420 _40
Perth &% Kinross 13370 19160 12380 14730 a220 1900
Central
Stirlinn 2230 1320 1370 2630 3040 7860
Fife 440 350 250 1870 383N R750
Strathclyvde
Argvll & Bute 3930 2890 1620 - - -
Cunninaham 60 10 150 - E -
Renfrow - 130 - - - -
Dumbarton 600 300 - - - -
Strathkelvin 330 10 - - E -
Lanark 20 20 50 1100 2430 520
Kyle & Carrick 120 490 110 - - -
Lothian
West Lothian 160 340 290 - - -
ilidlothian 20 280 350 210 2000 5100
East Lothian 150 300 230 3500 5800 5100
Borders
Tweeddale - - - 37€0 070 5520
Berwickshire 580 230 - 1200 750 1200

Roxburgh 2200 2070 3700 - - -



GREYLALS MINKFEET
g hMagv 7 tlov D roy 9 Nov 7 oy i Nov
1975 1976 1977 1575 1976 . 1977
Dunfries & Galicway

Wigtown 1220 1610 1610 - - -
Stewartry 1290 20320 550 - - -
Nithsdale 700 700 140 1710 650 AT0
Annandale & . .

Eskdale - 150 - - - -
Horthumberland REit 2420 - 1€00 an - -
Cumoria £oo 13R0 820 240 370 180
Lancashire - - - 13890 26520 REDN
Humberside - - - - 500 230
Lincoinshire &

Morfolk - - - 0&0 170 200
BRITISH TOTAL £3000 5300 £30N0 73000 71000 (3000

Weather and aener: | conditicons

Saturday 5th started with wicaspread rain oracually clearing Trom the west to give a
showavy afternoon, thoush there was mus 2 rain in zome arcas at about avenina flight
time. oundsv 6%h started ciezr [n nany places but there was also scme rain, while
quite strong south-wast winds cccumrad widaly Countinn conditions were thus not
particularly good.

In narts of Scot-zne tiare was a corciderabie snill of barlev grain haefore and during
harvest, orovidiag rlenty of voed W the studbhles for the geese. This was especially
so in the north and in exzt cznt=+1 Sretland, snc in the Lothians. This is reflected
in the regional dis.civction ov *oe gagse, a5 detaiiod below.

GREYLAGS

Wintieon arings the total back to the level of two years ago.
This uoward chr7ae wa: s)icully uacypreted o5 a sample of 1534 hirds aascd showed only
11.2% yeuna and 3 rcay oiod s1ze oF 2.7, However not only was the sample smallar
than desirablc, ©% 4.5 alcy, cocadec of %a2 unusudl distribution of the geesc,
parhaps biasse. oo van Lo 3y

—_

2 L, Tr the Ticht of this year's finures it is
now possible 4o cucanst S0t aast wwar's eeunt, carriod out on a weckend with a full
moon and bad eatiicr. U I tidsorest s

As the mair izhle, ann Uhe able o7 vaoiantl nercostagos shows, the distribution this

cc Ut 27 jense (haif the total) in the north
of Szotlund, ang cosvaspanding L irn2 wocrsases in East Central and Sotith YWest Scotland.
As already mantiened thio o predabi; causad by the plentiful supply of food in the
north on She »o.othbier, Tae Gravlaes cfave oniy Just arrived by early Movember and it is
possible zhat tocons Ahan useal nusers nmuds 2 landfall in the north and then stayed
therc. aftér Tindiny arls fasd.



PINKFEET

The slight ¢rop in the total is certainly within tho overall countina error and the
situation could be rocarded as one of no chance since last vear. However the breedinag
season in 1877 was rot a cood one, and thore were only 6.5% vouns birds in a sample of
2170 birds examined, with a mean brcoa siza of 1.95. Such a ronr breeding success
could have been expectad to lead to2 a laraer fall in numpers. Thus this snecies, too,
may have been undercounted last year. However this creates a further problem because
last year too was a poor breeding scason, and again the decreasc in numbers was very
small, at only 2000, 7Thus one cets taken back another stage into believing that
perhaps the 1975 was also toc low. Clearly the figures of the last three years
demonstrate, if nothing else, that aven after all thesc vears, our attompts at complete
censusing are not always successful. Cortainly we have seen some massive chanaes 1in
reqional distribution in the last few autumns and it may be this that is contributing
to the problem. The distribution in autumn 1977 was closer to what, some years ago,
we would have recarded as normal, with substantial numbers in north and east central
Scetland and the Lothians, and rather few clsewherc. However Lancashire still held
quite large numbers, though nothing Tike the record-breaking totals of last autumn,

Reaional distribution of Grevlacs and Pinkfect in iovember 1974-77

Figuros are percentages of the total pepulation

SREYLAGS PIMNKFEET

1974 1975 1976 137 1974 1978 197R 1977
North Scotland 16.1 42,7 26,0 49.9 15.7 23.7 13,3 17.0
Fast Cantral Scotland 64,5 .33.2 d4A,1 32.5 80,7/ 20,3 307 43.5
Sutthar . Scotland 4.7 5.5 5.8 6.6 .9 13.4 ° 182 25.4
South-west Scotland 11.¢ 13,7 11,7 7.2 1.9 2.3.7 0.2 0.7
¥erth England 3.3 %9 7F.0 3.0 13.0 192.0 37:.9 12.8
East Enqland - - - - 1.9 1.p 0,8 0,86
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