YHT NUMBRAS OF ORSYLAG & PINK-FOOTED GEESS FOUMD
/ IN GREAT BRITATN ON 10th NOVERMUER, 1963

Ahout 34 000 Grevlag Geese inser anser and 53,000 Pink-footed CGeese
Anser hrachvrhynchus were found in Scotland and England on 10th November,
1963. A year vreviouslv there had heam 38,000 Greviags and 58,000
Pinkfeet. )

The following table shows how the geese were distrihuted in different

oounties. 9irds have heen assigned to the counties in which they were
heliaved to he roosting, not necessarilv those in which they were seen.
The county totals are rounded to 4he mearest ten birds and t™e Britiah
total to the nearest thousand. Feral flocks are excluded.
GREYLAGS PINEFEET
1963 1262 1963 1962
Horth Stotland
Shetlend 20 10 - -
Caithness 150 - - -
Sutherland 201 10 - -
. Ross & Cromartv: 1120 810 50 -
Inverness 260 190 - -
Yoray BOO 850 - -
Aberdeen 2250 1610 2650 1270
Kincardine 150 = - -
Gentral Scotland
Angus .- 4920 3800 2320 3100
Perth 17480 16910 11490 12430
Fife 1810 420 8320 9170
Xinross =340 1800 1350 650
Stirling - 20 - 970
Dunbarton 450 380 - -
South-east Scotland
Lemark 120 400 2130 4460
Midlothian 1120 1180 5310 4760
E.Lothian - - 1380 680
Berwick 180 290 200 3500
. Peebles - - = 1600 1450
Weat and South Sootland
Argyll 750 1060 - 10
Bute 530 2200 - -
Avr Q0 240 - -
Dumfries 210 810 6500 2000
Yircoudbrisht 270 3330 - .
Wigtown 400 1180 " -
total SCOPLAND 33320 17190 43800 444%0
Northumberl and 300 120 - -
Gunberland - 170 350 B60
Yeatmorland 190 210 & -
Laroaghire 30 - 1830 4180
Yorichiv: £ = 2000 2060
Linsolnghir.: - - R500 6000
{flozeusturshire - - - - 50
total THGLAND K20 480 _ 9380 13120
BRIPISE TOTLL 34000 38000 53000 5 8300

No grocse were (rund at any of thelr midwinter haunts in G!L'-.cknannnn,

Renfrew, Norrolk, or north Walcs.
H




WRSLLad.  DEIIDLE COUNTS INALCATSL ThAT 450UT 0.4UU { 1Y) Or the
Grevlags seen were juveniles and that the average hrood-size was 2.3.
These figures are well below the averages for the wvrevious five vears:-
11,000 (38%) and 3.5. Ther sugmest that the decrease of ahout 10% in the
novulation size from 2 weir earlier can he atirihuted to woor breeding
Success, thus confitming the results of our counmts in March, 1963, which
Boemed to show that, desvite the hard weathér of Januarv and Pebrnarv,
Grevlag losses last winter were not much greater then in other recemt vears.

The nctice sent out hefore this count recorded that -n aerial survey
in Teeland in July vieldeéd fewer zeese than sxvected from the March census.
Tt 13 now clear that the discrevancy wns due to faillure to detéct im early
July more than about one-sixth of the goslings and of their mrents,
although at least four-fifths of the adult geese not parents were found
then. This failure to see Families was vrobablv made worse by an
unusually delayed and protracted nesting sensen, due o a cold spring in

Iceland. Some of the voung Grevlags handled »r the Wildfowl Trist mooket-—
notting term in Frewor vove remarkahlv sm:i! and backward-looking.

819 Greylags were ringed in Perthshire between 14th and 23rd November.

PINKFOOT. The totel count on 10th November was onlv ahout 8% less
than that in Novemher, 1962. fThis result is s hapny one Ffrom the voint of
view of the geese hut ralsc:. some 2wkward vro*lems for the biologist. It
will be recalled that on 17th March 1963 only ahout 29,000 Pinkfeet were
found, suggesting that half the. vevulation had died since November 1962, .
more than twice 2s manv as In recent mild winters. This evidence of hesvy
losses was suv~orted hy a number of recoveries of ringed Pinkfeet between
December, 1962 and March, 1763 which was nearlr 2% times as large as
oxpectod,

. If 1% 18 accepbed thai the population in March was onlv 29,000 while
in November it was 53;000 it follows that sufficient goslings must have
been produced last summer to provide 24,000 survivora in November. The
29,000 geese in March are most unlikelvy to have included more than 20,000
birds capable of hreeding last surmer. For 10,000 breeding pairs to
produce 24,000 juveniles in Fovember would require a much high proportion
of successiul breeders then is kmowm to have soourred since 1950 (in which
year similar success mav “ave heen achieved). However, it has already
boen remarked that t4e Teelandicw ... ' -was bad at the start of nesting,
while field observations in Seotland in Nevem™er showed the provortion of
Juveniles to %e only 20% .nstead of the 45% recuired. This difficulty
re~ovens the question of the extent to which the Meroh total might have
beon deyressed by failure to £ind all the PinFe~t alive at thab time.:
There is 8till no evidence that abnormal emigration (e.gz. to Ireland or .
France, or earlv return to Iceland) hnd ta%en v'ace becsuse of the cold
weather. - But it is moesi“le tha% mome large crouvs mav have been missed,
hecause our knovledge of ristrihution is less sood for Mare» than for
November. The best wav to reduce these dourts seems to he to carrv out
another oensus next March, with ~ speeial effcrt to exzamine areans whare
Pinkfeet might oceur thoush rot dmown to have done so in 1963. '

Regional distribution. The tendencv for irncreasing nrovortions of both
Greylags and Pinkfeet to * hav north in November wag sccenturted this vear,
oresumably hecause of the atumdant Food made atvailahle by 2 late harvest
with manv rain-damaged orcps. The followine table compares the
vroporvion found in diffecenmt areas in 1963. '

“rovortion of fotal vowilation Change from 1962 to 1963

Greving Pinkfoot Grevlag . Pinkfoot
N. & ¥.2.Scotlans 1a.5% 5.4 + 434 + 113¢.
Sentral Seotland w3 ,24% 45 .1 + B% - 9%
S,E.Scotland 4.0% 20.07 ~ 2479 - 28"’
We & S.W.S8coblard 6.6 12,2%, - 74% + 223%
England. 1.57% 12.6" + 8" - ag¢

wvhole vowulation - 104 8%

!



plmewl edzements. Over 130 ohservers btook vart in this count. T am very
grateful to them all. Those who counted on Saturdav 9th had good weather
but on Sumda~ 10th it was foul almost everywhers. The trouble teken by

wvatchers to check their findirgs in these conditions, often by meana of
another vislt, orovides an imureesive record of their competence and
enthusiasm., T apologise to those helpers whose names mav be omitted from
the following list: E.J. Abrahams, L. Adams, W. Alexander, J.S. Armitege,
R. Barker, J.4.G. Barnes, ¥W.M. Barr, Mrs. L.S. Barrus, ¥W.R. Battr, J.A. Begg,
M. Biggs, Y. Birrell, C.G. Beooth, F. Br2dy, W. Brotherston, J.D. Browm,
H#.0. Bunce, Dr. J.W. Comcbvell, L.i. Cammbell, H. Camphell, N. Campbell,

Dr. A. Charlesten, M. Clark, S. Clark, 4. Cowieson, C.MN.L. Cowver, Mra.

J.R. Crawvford, J.R. Crawford, W. Crawford, G. Dall, R,H. Dennis, G. Diok,
T. Dopaldaon, C. Dunlop, F.J. Bllwood, Sir Robert Brakine~Hill, D. Ferguson,
W. Flddler, W. Pinlay, 4. Fraser, L. Pullrrton, J. Gilmour, K. Goodsohild,
Sebton Gordon, A. Grsham, D.R. Grant, D. Gray, E.C. Grav, Mlss P, Orelg,
W.A. Hall, 2. Harding, B. Haxdv, J.F.D. Hargreaves, R.H. Harrisom, J.M, .
Herrop, Dr. Helen Haves, M. Hedlev, M. Hendorson, T.W. Henderson, XK.J.M.
Henrv, J.L. Hirst, W.G. Hughes, M. Jones, P. Hope Jones, T. Judd, Mr. &
Mras, W.d. Xellv, W. Kidd, the Marchioness of Larsdowre, E. Larkins, D.D.
Laurie, Mr. & Mrs. .. Lister, A. Ledps, W.J. MeCulloch, A. MacDonald,

D. MacDonald, K.S. Macgregor, J. Helubosh, Miss A.M. Mackintosh,

I. MoLechlan, J. MoNfsh, E.A. Maxwell, T.D.¥. Merrie, Dr. D.H. Mills,
GIGOII mrdoch’ C. I'IIJ.‘I’.".!'a:V', W Mmav, c.G. Henﬂ.ick, Mnﬂ.l OglVie| Dth
Oliver, ¥. Paterson, (. Pearson, N. Picozzi, R.E.M. Pilcher, J. Potter,
Commander & Mrs., D.H. Rainier, G.Y. Reid, G.A. Richards, W.K. Richmond,

Dr- R- Rioh.'ber’ E.Lc RObarts’ J.I.- ROB, Dl‘. Maeve Rusk, Jl R‘L'Ix'i:on, E-K- .
Seth-Smith, R. Shaw, A. Shevherd, H, Shorrock, P. Slater, R.T. Smith,
R.W.J. Smith, D.M. Stark, J.A. Stewart, R. Stokoe, R.J.F. Tavlor, Miss

V.M. Thom, M. Therpe, Dr. R.G. Ticchurst, R. Welker, R. Walker, R.0. Walls,

G.F. Walten, L, Watkinsonm, A.D. Watason, W.H.Wild

7+ Joung, J.G. Young, L, Yowmg, Miss R. Young.

30th Novamber, 1963.

s 3o Willioms, B, Touug,

Hugh Boyd
The Wildfowl Truat,

.8limbridge, Glos.



