CREYLAG AND PINK-FOOTRED GEESE IN BRITAIN

10th/11th November 1979

The twentieth in the series of annual autumn censuses of Greyvlag Anser anser and
Pink-faooted Gesse A.brachyrhynchus was held over the weekend of 1lOth/1lth November !
Following an indifferent breeding season, hoth snecies have increased very alightly
Greylags are up 5000 to 81,000, and Pinkfeet are up 2000 to 80,000, Neither incraas
can he regarded as significant in the context of normal counting error.

The numbers of geese found roosting in each region and district of Scotland, and cach
county of England, are set out in the table below, together with the figures for
Novembar 1977 and 1978. The individual totals are rounded to the nearest 10, while
the national totals are rounded to the nearast 1000. Whare ldentifiable, feral or
indigenous flocks of Greylags are omitted.

GREYLAGS PINKFEET
6 Nov S Nov 11 ttov G Hov 5 Nov ‘11 *lovw
1977 1978 1879 1977 1978 1979
Orknay 60 - 40 - - -
Highland

Caithness 4240 74490 3250 - - -

Sutherland - - - - - -

Ross & Cromarty 12670 14180 13230 150 240 ~

Invernaess 2450 1140 2080 - 20 -

Nairn 130 120 480 - - -

Badenoch &

Strathspay - - 650 - - -
Grampian

Moray 560 1540 1370 - - -

Banff & Buchan 4100 7000 SOO0 7500 6200 1400

Gordon 3370 1150 2620 4110 7900 5B5¢

Kincardine &

Deeside 1700 3500 4000 - - -
Tayside

Angus 1450 7680 7950 840 6530 8000

Perth & Kinross 22480 19940 24230 22600 20370 11710
Central )

Stirling 370 280 1140 860 820 3o00
Fife 250 250 20 5750 5000 5500
Strathelyde

Argyll & Bute 1620 &70 1420 - - -

Cunningham 150 S00 - - - -

Penfrew - - 270 - - -

Dumbarton - 3000 2000 - - -

Strathkelvin - 20 20 - - -

Lanark 50 - - 620 2520 1600

Kyle & Carrick 140 270 315 - - -
Lothian

Wast Lothian = 20 - - - -

Midlothian . 640 650 580 5100 9600 3500

Bast Lothian .230 o0 30 5100 5200 3200
Borders

Tweeddale - 3o - 5520 7000 10420

Berwickshire - 1200 1280 1200 400 3220

Roxburgh 3200 2900 3400 - - G



RENLAGS. PINKFERT o
6 “lov 5 Hov 1) Yov 6 Nov 5 Nov 11 Wov
1577 1976 1878 1977 1978 1979
bumfries & Galloway
Wigtown  ° . 1600 lo40 830 - - -
‘stewartry 850 410 (OC - - =
Nithédala 140 AN no 470 700 130
hnnandale * Eskdale - - - - - -
Northugherland 1510 1430 3109 - - -
Cumhria 820 - 020 180 10, 3¢
‘Lancashire - - - 2680 .5280 16610
Bumbersidd - - - 230 400 400
Lincolnshire & Ncriolk -~ - - 200. 10 800
ARITISH TOTAL 67000 76000 81o0n {9000 7800 20000

HWeather and aereral conditions

Very mixed weather was exverioncad on both count days, with Saturdav generally bett~r
than Sunday. There werc heavy showers of rain and sleet around on Saturday, particu-
larly in the north, though some more southerly araas experienced roasocnable conditions
.all day. Sunday showed a reversed mattern, with rather nice weather in the north ang
aast of Scotland, though clouding up towards 2veninqg, while the southern half of Seot-
land and northern England had progressivaly deteriorating conditions with rain, slear
and snow setting in from the morning onwards.

There was probably as much spilt grain, and indeed unhaxvested barley €ields, as.in ar-
recent vear at this time. Although the harvest appeared to start well, the frequent
gales and rain which characterised Septemher and Octoher left an abundance of food for
the geese in many areas, as the overall distribution of the gesse shows.

GREYLAGS

There has been an incroase in numbers for the third successive vear, though Ehis'year-s
is the smallest of the threc and within the linits of' counting error for the census »=

& vhole. For the first time the total is vary slightly above that of the Pinkfoot,
making the Graylag Britain's most numerous goose, Certainly the breeding succass in
1979 was close to tha long-term averxage, with 17.6% voing hirds in a sample of 1660,

and a mean brood size of 2.7 from 163 broods. Such fiqures would not be expectad to .
give rise to more than a slight chamde in the overall total. 3

The regional distribution tabhla shows a droo in the importance of Morth Scotland com-
pared with the past two years, and a corxcsponding increase in East Central Scotland.
There was an abundance of spilt qrain in hoth arras hut frwer geese chose to stay in
the north. This may reflect both the slightly later date of this year's consus, an?
the relatively cold, rough weather of carly Novembor.

PINKFEET

The very slight increase this ycar must be rugarded as well within the limits of erver
in counting. This is borne out hy the breeding success figures which, if anything,
would have suggeosted a slight decline. from a sample of 4250, the nercentags voung
was 14,7%, rather below the' long-torm avarage, while the hroed sizn from 161 broods
was 2.1. The heavy shooting. roported from some arpas in last wintur's cold weathar
clearly did not have an important effact on the ponulation as a vhole. '

Another record count in south-aast Scotland has maintained that region's incroasing
‘importance, shown in recent autumns. - Elscwherc there was a gubstantial drop in
North Scotland and a lesser one in East C(entral Scotland, both presumably raflectina
movement south during October and carly November hecausa of bad weather. Certainly
there scemed to he planty of €ood laft in thas: retions. Apart from South-cast
Scotland, their loss was Lancashire's wain, where numhars rosc sharply after two loss

qood years., Thern was no corrasnonding increase, however, in South-west Scotland,




3.

where thers were virtuallv no geess this autumn. The near total abandopment of +4
S0lway, the rogion's principal haunt, as an autumn axea for Pinkfaet, can ba linker.
with the increasing importance of the arcas immediately to the north and south,
where there has not only heen plentv of food in recent years, but where the shootin~
breossure is also much less.

Regional distribution of Greyladgs and Pinkfeet in ‘‘ovembar 1976-1979

Piguraes are nercontages of the total mopulations

GREYIAGS PIMKFEET

1976 1077 1978 1979 1976 1977 1978 1979
North Scotland 26.0 46.8 47,1 40.3 12.3 17.0 18.2 9.0
Bast Central Scotland d46.4 36.7 2.8 41.1 30.9 43.5 4L.9 35,1
South-east Scotland 5.9 6.2 6.4 6.6 16.2 25.4 13l.e 33.5
South~west Scaotland 14.7 6.7 7.8 6.8 0.9 0.7 l.0 n.2
North England 7.0 3.4 1.9 5.0 7.9 12.8 6.8 20.7
East Emqrland - - - - 0.8 0.6 0.5 1.5
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