GROYLAG  #HD _PING-FOOTTD CuRSE TN DRIVATH ON  6th  NOVEMBER, 1966

About 60,000 Greylag Geese inser snser and 76,000 Pink-footed Gesse ware
found in Secotland and Englaend on 5th and 6th Hovembar, 1966, There had L.en
about 68,000 Pinkfeet present on 16th October. The numbers of both species
are substantially larger than those in November 1965,

The following table records the numbers of geese roosting in sach county
where any were found in November in 1965 or 1966. The county figures are
rounded to the nearest ten birds, and the national total to the nearest
thousand, TFeral flocks are omitied, where practiosble.

. GREYLAGS PINKFEET
6 Nov. 1966|7 Xov. 1965|6 Nov. 196616 Oct, 1966{7 Nov. 1965
Calthmess 290 180 - - -
Sutherland 0 20 - - -
Roas and Cromarty 1,850 1,830 1,790 10 1,270
Inverness 750 100 - - -
Mairn, MHoray 1,370 1,150 - - -
Aberdeen 4,560 2,540 14,290 5,090 l 11,640
Angus, Kinoardine| 5,280 3,530 890 330 980
Perth 31,450 - 18,440 24,520 30,140 18,560
Fife 310- 800 3,950 7,500 6,500
Xinross . 2,180 1,200 5,590 3,200 1,000
Stirling 10 0 - - -
Dunbarton 200 340 - - 10
Lanark 240 30 2,550 1,040 3,080
@ Mdlothian 730 1,380 1,460 3,260 4,520
Bast Lothian - - 2,750 330 260
Berwiok 220 300 4,200 3,200 3,000
Peables 420 0 2,300 2,520 330
Roxburgh 50 0 450 0 280
Argyll 1,190 1,130 - . N
Bute 3,800 6,300 - - -
&r 10 0 - - =
Wgtown 3,310 1,120 0 0 50
Kirkoudbright 700 - 860 290 0 0
Dumfries 690 240 3,700 5,020 7,800
.~ . Northumberland 140 150 - - -
& o7 Cumberland 310 40 0 700 300
{Vc"/-'\ Yestmorland 80 40 - - -
. Lanarkshire - - 2,860 2,900 2,200
Yexrkshire - - 1,750 2,400 2,000
Lincolnshire - - 2,560 . 610 3,460
Norfolk - - 10 0 ) 0
Anglesey - - - - . 70
BRITYSE TOTAL 60,000 45,000 | 76,000 68,000 67,000
-




The weather during the weekend mede counting difficult and unpleasant in
.some areas, porticularly in the Lothians, but was ;enerslly kinder than had
seemed llkely, The searching of likely pimces was thorough and there were
fewer discrepancies between the numbers found in the same area by independent
observers than hes sometimes been the case, It still seems improbable ‘that
ws shell ever make a census free from doubts, What is not in doubt is that
there were a great many geese, partioularly in the oast and north-oast of
Scotlend, Perthshire alone huld nearly 56,000 geese, Their preference for
the north-east was presumably encouraged by the fact that for the secord .
successive year the barley thers had been haavily shaken by storme jus* hafare
harvesting, shedding much of the orop onto the ground,

GREYLAGS, The increase from 45,000 on 7th November 1965 to 60,000 now is
much the lurrest recorded in *the last ten years., . It may have bon somewhat
exaggerated if, es suggosted at tha time, immigrstion was not quite completed
by the tiue of the 1985 count. In eny event, tie lossas of geass between
then and now must have been urusually smell, Ffor.the recruitment of goslings
was rather poor in relation to the large number of potential parents
availeble., The last 'good! breeding yaar was 1961, when the total populetion
was less than 37,000. Anothor 'good! season in 1967 could bring the nusbers
noxt autum to over 70,000,

PINKFEET. The gain of 9,000 from Fovember 1965 to November 1966 must, as in

the Greylag, have boer dus morc to low mcrtality than to ‘the production of young
birds. There seems no reason to suppose that either spacies has reached, or
even approached, the greetest sbundence that this country cen support. But

the run of five years in vhich the number of succesaful parents has been less
than half the number of geese old envugh to have bred sugsests that conditions
on the breeding grounds may be limiting., e need to find out more about this.

The rise of 8,000 from 1&th Ootobor to 6th Kovewber is vroportionately
much the seme as wes found last year, This suggests thet some imaigretion
is likely to ocecur in the sccond half of October even in a Yyear in whnich a
magsive and concentrated shift from Ioelsnd to Scotland took place early in
Ootober.

Burther counts this season. I hope wo can moke anothor national search on
la-WSth March, 1967, This is scveral weeks earlisr than previous spring
counts have been, because I want to be sure that no return migration to
Iceland has begun by the dato of the count. I also hope thet checks of
numburs &t most major haunts can be made at intorvals throughout this yinter,
The Goose Woriting Group of the Imternaticnal Wildfowl Reseerch Bureau seeks to
achisve a census of all the geese in Durope or 15th Janwary 3967. But the
likelihood of unfavourablse weather hero seems vory great amd a spooial effort
to count ducks is also planned for that weekend, so thet 1t seems better to
concontrate on the ducks, and on White-tronted =nd Brent Geese in ¥nglend and
Wales, and to use the Iliovember and March counts to determine the size of our
midiinter stocka of Greylags snd Finkfeet, which are independant of those on
tho oontinent.
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Aclkmovledgenents, These counts are the corporate achievemont of the following
‘host of enthusiests: L. Adems, L.'V.&, Alexender, 4, Alllson, D,G. Androw,
R.H. Baillie, B, Balfour, J. Ballantyro, R, dorker, J.A.G. Barnes, “7,H. Barr,
J.4A, Black, C.G. Booth, 7. Boyd, ir, :nd ixs, 7. Brotherston, P,W. Zrewm,
R.A, Bruce, HZ.0. Junce, R,f. Cadwmen, C,R,C, Compbell, Dr, J.7, Gampbell,
Captein I,P, Cozts, A, Coudoeson, ix. ond irs, C.d, Cowper, irs. K.iE. Crawford,
8.,H, Crickton, 3, Dall, D, Dewer, &, Dicx &, Dollmean, 7. Donaldson,

J.L. Douglas-ionzies, C. Dunlop, J. 3delsten, #.J. Ellwood, Sir Robert Crskine-
F111 -.H, Fvanson, D,P. Fergusen, 7 Fid.ior, A, Fraser, fing Conmandor

R, Pursmen, D. Glass, <, Coodchila, A,O. Gordon, R. Gordon, C.D, Grant,

H.C, CGray, Liss ¥, Greig, k.V. Heig, W.A, :cll, Wiss A, Hexcing, E.G. Hardy,

J P.D. Hargreaves, R, H. Harrison, 0.f. Headlem ii, Hedley, =. Henxy,

D,J. Hindle, J.D, Hirst, .G, Hughes, P, Jauos, irs, P,F. Jamos, Dr, D. Jenkins,
Major-General Jenkins, I. Jolmston, R. Jomston, L. Jones, lra. Laing,

#iss 8, Laing, D, Lambort, 4, Loiteh, iir, ord iirs, o.4. Listur, A, Lodge,

W.J. HeCulloch, ir, Mctoldrick, A. iiscDoneld, D, liccdonald, J. Haobregor,

X.S. Liacgregor, R, licGuffie, J, liclntosh, A, liackenzie, T. KcLuchlon,

G. Y¥eLean, K.J. idzcloeod, W.J. sclian, 7. #oWilliem, A, Jomn, R.P, Heson,

iHss S. Uatheson, J. Haxwell, A, Miller, ~.J. Ldlls, E.S. Mingay,

Hrs, J. lorrison, .}, iorrison, C,I, lunro, Dr, J.G. lunre, G. Murray,

W, Hurray, C.%. Nendick, Dr. F, 0'Cormen, LA, Ogilvie, D%, Jliver, R. Oliver,
T, Paterson, R.E.k, Pilecher, J, Pottor, A, Pringle, C, Pringle, D. Pringle,
J.D.H, Radford, Mrs, I, Rninier, a.3. Read, D, Rodnaed, &.V. Reid, '

G.A, Richards, Dr, R, Richter, Z, Robirta, 3.L. Rowrts, i, Robartson,

Dr. 4. Rusk, J. Russell, W. Russell, ., iuxton, W, Scott, R, Shcw, A. Shepherd,
H., Shorrock, il. Smith, R.?, Smith, ir. cnd ilrs, R.W.J. 3with, D.L, Stark,

J.A. Stesrart, R. Stokoz, C, Tait, R.J.F, Tgylor, Hss V.H, Thom, L. Thomaon,
P.J. Thompson, i, Thorpe, irs. H.k. Trevor, R, Welkexr, J,H. Tallcce,

R.C, Walls, L, Vutldinsor, Dr. A. Tatson, 4.D, ¥Watsam, J.T. Wath, J.R. Weir,
Deii, Wite, P, Whitelew, i Whyto, J.3. Fif<en, V.M, Wild, P. Tilidns,

J. Young, J,F, Young, J,&. Youmg, L. Toung, lss R. Younz, 2.BE.R. Young,

To 21l of you, and to -my othors left out by mistake, my wermest thanks,

Hugh Boyd,
15th Novomber, 1966 The Iature Conservaney,
' ¢ 12 Hopo Terreee,
BDIIBURGH, 9.




