LBEYLAG AND PIHE-FOOTED GRESE Ik

3RIMIN 9th/10th NOVEMBER 1

4bout 60,000 Greylag Geese inser ansaer and 65,000 Fink«footed Gueso
sabrashyrhonchus were found an Sootland and England on 9th and 10th Novenber
1963,  <hora has been a slight iroreasse in the nuchexr of Greylags compared
uitl Hovember 1967, though probavly not a significant one, while the xumber
of Pinfeev is the same.

The table below showe the Sotals ~f both species found roosting i each
county, oompared with %he rasulte for November 1967. The county totals are
~ounded t¢ the noareci teor birds, anmd the natioms: total to the nearest
Shousanmd. Feral ~“locks are omitted where possible.

GREYLAGS PINIFEST
10th Hov, 5¢th Nov, 10tk liov. 5th. ov.
1768 1967 1968 1967
Yaizkneas 390 110 - =
Ro:3 and Cratnrcy 2000 830 250 -
Invorness 620 460 - -
.lairn, Morey . 780 660 - -
ibedean : 4810 5270 12200 15180
ogve, kinssardine 5730 5750 2650 2050
Faxt]. 30960 28200 24850 21130
JIE 870 1270 3520 4150
Sir 0k 1190 680 1030 1540
S5arlicyg 10 - 310 =
Twbhason 450 300 - .=
o A = - 680 3766
Zi0lobnian 1760 1870 4800 7120
Sast Lothian 10 - 2200 800
3er.sin': 520 260 10 850
"Pecaley 20 - 1900 3800
Roxbur-k 310 450 - -
. g2 s 1560 930 - -
Sute 3010 2500 - -
T 150 - - -
aigboun , 820 1000 = -
£ rroudbxight 720 1000 - 250
uafries 130 500 440 1000
Cumberiand 700 120 840 -
‘Forthumberland . 110 180 - -
Yestmorland - 70 150 30
Lexeashiro - - 710 1500
Torwdiive - , - 600 3000
Lincolnshire - ~- 850 250
SR ILE “TOTAL 51000 53000 - ' 65000 85000

w0 ‘hirds were roceorded iz Morfolk or in north Wales.

ite weatler dquring the count weekend was nixed with raiu and sloet in
some hreas, and Iine, though cold, in others. Tn geperal, corditions on ihe
J10th were better than.cn the 9th. Fairly oloudy .skies hel..ed to mininise
“ny advarse of'eet the moon. whioh was full a weck bofore the comnt, night
« w9 nnd or tho flighting ha - its of bhe guase. - . '
il LAGS. * Mhe epmmer o3 1968 seens to have been the worst breedine scason
“'r the gpecios thut we huve rocorded. Counts at several locialities in
:.'..:otlmd showed only 5.9%» voung birds in the Plocks with an average brood
v1z¢ of 1.3, Theso £97ures are even lower than those rocordod in Novuabor
- 07, thomsouver “hoe lowust found #inee we bupan mezing suoh obsorvations ix

J—-——-_



125¢. Roesorts from fcelund indieatc a vury lave spring and cold simner with
pack i:c rumaining ii"the northorn chrd.. auoll _asur than usual.  duch
vrlitiony could well Lohibit broeding or load So ¢ high morsaliby ol g
Al ene,

Desvite these vory low production figures, ths ocount apoears to vhow an
inorause greatur than the :sbirated numb.r of young produced, 3, 600. This
rnoualy rculd b dus to errors in the total counts or in the recordi.r of vrung,
or s combinaot®on of hath. 4a aan state with some probability that over the
1ast three yvears the population ans romained at apmroximstely the sane loval
and the vnriation iz the total nwmber: , 60,020, 53,000, 61, 000 is an indication
that with our counting nuthods w.: can =xpuc-l: grrora of L\.Sb th‘*n 10. although
this n.oans we camiot deteet omall ehonges it nonetheluss is wery ac_oura'l:.-
econparad with namy dizd s-onsuses.

PTi{FEsT. The poor weath.r in Iccland had n similar affeet on this specius

with only 11.7, young hirdn nresent, average brood size 1.4. These figures

are sinilar bto thos: oo lasy wintur, again the lownst recorded. The total

count «:ws no chanze frow Novuber 1967. This is probably coineidomtal, but

we would e<peet rathor :ma.ler orrors with thia specias in that they concentrate

ia fowor placus $han tho Grevlag. . It is probabiy true for both specics that

the mortality from shooting last wirver was lower than normal becausa of the
~ugtrietions nn acoews to the countrycide impoied during the foot and nouth
apidemig . This factor would help oconnterbalance the very low production of .
“ast sumixr.

ARRIVAL DaThS. There was a mar<ted siumlbancous arrival of Pinkfist fn several
afvas on 29th Supturboer and migration was noted thia day and subsequently. 4
Aupression passed botween Jeeland and morth Scotlard on The 28th and that night
-Bhuro wore olearing oties in Icoland and north-westorly winds to assist the
sirds’ flight. 1“‘\3 migration recorded on the Horay Firth amd Strathsvey, and
~rrivals noted on vhe cast coast are hoth indientive of the geese being driftad
furthur cast than usual. The Tirst Grevl.a.gs arrived in uarly October but their
igration was. very prolonged and was still in progross over Strathepoy on 28th
Ontober.
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