CORRECTED VERSION

GREYLAG AND PINK-FOOTED GEESE IN BRITAIN 4th/Sth NOVEMBER 1967

About 53,000 Greylag Geese Anter anser and 65,C00 Pink-footed Geese
g..hrangxghigghug were found in Seotland and England on 4th and 5th
November 1967.  About 58,000 Pinkfeet had been found on 22nd October.
Both species have fallen in numbers compared with November 1966, the
Greylags by almost 127 and the Pinkfeet by nearly 15%.

The following table records the numbers of geese rosting in each
sounty where any were found in Nevember 1966 or 1967. The county
totals are rounded to the nearest ten birds, and the national total
to the mnearest thousand. [Feral flocks are mmitted where possibla.

ZREY LAGS PINKFELT
5 Noev. 6 Nev. 5 Nov. 22 Deot. 6 Nov-
1967 1966 1967 1967 1966
Caithness 110 290 - 10 0
Sutherland - 0 - - =
Ross and Cromarty 830 1850 y o 10 1790 .,
Inverness 460 750 " ’ - - -
Nairn, Moray 660 1370 - - -
Aberdeen 5270 4560 15180 10300 14290
~ Angus, Kinoardine 5750 5280 2050 4040 890
Perth 28200 31440 21130 19000 24520
Fife 1270 410 4150 **° 4170 3950 u!
Tinross 680 - 2180 ‘%° 1540 2450 5590
Stirling 0 10 - - o
Dunbarton 900 300 - - -
Lanark 0 240 3760 2450 2550
Midlothian 1870 730 7120 5670 1460
East Lothian - -+ g B0O-.. 300 2750 5
Berwick 260 ' 220 850 2200 4200
Peebles Q 420 3800 1410 2300
__Roxburgh 450 50 0 0 450
Argyll 930 1190 - - -
Bute 2500 3800 - - -
m 0 10 — e t= I n
Wigtown 1000 ' 3310 '“ B0 o S 0 0
Zirkoudbright 1000 700 250 230 290
Dumfries 500 630 1000 1000 3700
Northumberland 150 140 - 30 -
Cumb er land 120 ., 310 ., 0 0 0
Westmorland 20 v Tgo 80 430 -
Lancashire - - 1500 ~ - 1480 2860 = &
Yorkshire - —~ 3000 2300 1750
Lincolnshire - - 260 80 2560
Norfolk - - 0 0 10
BRITISH TOTAL 53000 60000 65000 58000 76000

The weather for the Qotober count was gemerally good. Fresh winds
were blowing ever some parts of the country during the November count
weekend but at least the gales and heavy rain of the previous week had
cleared away.

GREYLAGS. The fall of 7,000 since November 1966 is the first
decrease recorded in the autumn pepulation for four years and follows
& period of very rapid inorease (from 34,000 in November 1963 to 60,000
last year). The main reason for the drop is olearly the very poor
breeding success in 1967. The proportion ¢f young birds in the
population (11%) and the mean brood size (1.7) are bcth the lowest
recorded in ten years of obaervations.



- a

PINKFEET. _The decline in numbers of .this.species is due to the
Same main cause 3s for the Greylags, namely an unsuccessful breeding
season. At just under 11% this too is the lowest preportion of young

birds we have recorded for the species.

Many observers noted that this year the Pinkfeet were later arriving
in Britain than usual with movement intn the country =111l continuing in
the gecond a:l . ... wueks .f ..tchber. However, the numbers fourd on
218t/22nd Octeber were about the same mroporiion of the November oount

as in the two prevists years.

FUTURE CENSU:ES. The autumn counts of Greylags and Pinkfeet will
be combinued as most valuable checks on the population size of the two
species. For ihe pzsed five years we have attempted counmts in the
spring to try and determine winter losses. These havennever given
results which could be yiswed without reservatiocns due to the difficulty
experienced in locat’ng the birds whioch at this time of year are often
uging floodwater as rcasts, and are in smaller flecks than in autumn.
Counts in spring may be coutinued though with reduced effeort in some
areas. I shal’l be writirng fcr your help in the future; if not this
spring, than certainly zext sutumn.
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Mr. ard Mrs. W. 3rsthersten, P.W. Brewvn, J.W. Bruce, R.A. Bruce, #.A.
Cadman, C.R.G. Carpbell, Dr. J.W.Campbell, Castain I.P. Coats, A. Cowieson,
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T. Deleney, D. Dewar, K. Dewar, G. Diok, H. J‘.‘rollman, 7. Dnnaltisnn,
C. Dunlep, J. EiL sten, F.J. Ellwoerd, Sir Robert Erskine-Hill, T.H.
Evanson, D.I. Forwu=cn, U, Fiddler, A. Frazer, Wing Commander R. Fursman,
4.G. Gordon, D. Crent, E.C. Grey, Miss F. Grieg, R.W. Haig, W. Hall,
Miss A.M.Hardinz, R.E. Zarrison, C.G.Headlam, M. Hedley, M.T. hedley,
A. Henry, J.L. Eirst, W.G. Hzghes, I. Johnstcn, P. Johnston, M. Jones,
Mrs. lLaing, Miss . Laing, D.G. Lambert, A.F. Leitch, Mr. and Mrs. J.4.
Lister, I. Lockazv%, W.J.M:0zlloch, 4. MacDonald, D. MacDonald,
Mr., MeGoldrick, R.S8.lc3reger, R. McGuffie, J. MeIntosh, I. Maclvor,
f. MoLaughlen, I.7%. Mnalacd, J. MeNish, W. MeWilliam, A. Mann, I. Marskall,
R.P. Mason, lisr 5. lasceson, J. Maxwell, A.J. Mercer, T.D.H. Merrie,
4. Millar, E.S. YX-ngay, Mirs. J. Morrisen, Dr. J.F. Munrc, W. Murray,
C.G. Nendick, I:. I. Nowten, D.W. Oliver, R. Oliver, T. Patersan, R.E. M.
Pilcher, J. Prtter, A. Pringle, Mrs. D.H. Rainier, A.B. Read, G.. Reid,
Dr. Richter, E.L.Roberis, Mrs. M. Roberts, W. Rcbertson, Dr. M. Rusk,

J. Russell, J. Ru-'—t‘:mi J. Scott, R. Shaw, D.R. Shelley, A. Shepherd,
M. Smith, R.T.S2ith, Nr. and Hre. R.4.J. Seith, D.M. Stark, J.A. Stewart,
R. Stokoe, E.M. TEIHSh, Miss V. M,Tham, F.J. Thompsecn, M. Thorpe, Mrs. E.M.

- @712, R. Walker, J.H. Wallasce, R.C. Walls, G.F. Walten, A.D. Watson,
J T. Watt, Hon. D.N. Weir, J.R. Weir, D.M. White, P. Whitelaw, J.S.
Wiffen, W.H., Wild, E.J. Williams, Dr. J.N. fates, J. Young, J.F. Young,
J.G. Young, L. Yﬂung. - . '

3rd January, 1963 M.4. Ogilvie
The Wildfowl Trust,

Slirmhridge,
Gloucester.

N.B. This correectsd version supercedes the earlior report dated 20th
December 1967.
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