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Liv GREAL BRITALN ON 5th NCVEMBZER 1964

Sumnary. about 45,0C0 Treylag Geese Anser anser and 65,000
ring-rootved Ceese Anser drachyrhynchus were found in Scotland
énd England on 8th lovember, 1964. These numbers are the
largest yet reported. “he increases from Hovember 1963, when
there were about 34,0C0 3reylesgs and 53,000 Pinkfee®, seem to
have been due {0 unusually small numbers of deaths in 1963-64,
because the breeding suczess of both species was somewhat
below average.
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The followirg tabls shows where tre geese were found,
birds being- assigned tc the counties in which they were
believed to be roosting. The county totals ars rounded to
the nearest ten birds and the British total to the nearest
thousand. Feral flocks of Greylags have been excluded, as
rfar as possible.
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GREYLAGS PINEKFEED
» 1954 1963 1964 1963
Shetland 0 20 - -
Caithness Q0 150 - -
Sutherland 20 200 - -
Ross & Cromarty £60 v 1120. - 50
Inverness 660 260 10 -
Mairn & Moray 1430 800 10 .-
Aberdeen 5080 2250 5720 2650
Kincardine 120 150 - -
Angus 4150 #4920 1030 2820
Perth 16130 12480 17580 11490
Fife 20202 1610 7880 o 8320
Kinross 1200 340 3100 1350.
Stirling & Clackmsnnan 10 - - -
Dunbaxrton 500 450 10 -
Lanark 30 120 990 2130
= Midlothian 2450 1120 5510 ‘5310
(3 E.Lothian - - 950 1380
Berwick 580 180 3400 200
Peebles 710 - 5510 1600
Argyll 1740 750 - -
Bute 690 550 - -~
Ayr & Renfrew 160 90 - -
Vigtown 2850 400 80 -
Kirkcudbright 1300 270 150 -
Dumfries o50 210 4300 6500
total SCOTLAND ﬁgﬁo 33420 56230 43800
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dortimmberiand 120 300 o= -
uaberiaad 20 - 300 350
Yestucrland 70 190 - -
Lancashire - 30 4750 1530
Yorkshire 10 - 2000 2000
Lincolnshire - - 1350 5500
Norfolk - - 10 -
total ENGLAND ) 220 520 901G 9380

BRITISH PCTAL #3000 el 65000 53000



Samnle tounts indic¢sta shai aoourt 25% of the Greylags and
27% cf the Pinkfeet were oirds in thei» Tirst aubumn and that
the average brood-size was 3.7 for Creylags and 2.9 for Pinkfeet.
All these figures ax. slightly below the corresponding long-
term averages, so that i. is surprising to find thet the stocks
of both snecies show substantial incressss over the numbers
found ir Lovrember 1553.

British stocks ol Sravlass snd Pipsfeet in ilovenber. 1960-64

1960 158 1962 1963 1964 gain from 1963
GREYLAGS  300C3H 3300C 38000 340CC 43000 9000 (26.1%)
PINKFEET 47000 56000 =8000 53000 53000 12000 (22.7%)
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Since 1953 the Grz—lag populatior hes doubled, while
Pinrkfeet have increased by avoui one-tlird. The notable
increase froa 1963 Lo 1964 ze.ms vo be & consequence of
abnormally smsli losse. durizg tia 72T Only 3-4000 Greylags
and 5-6000 Finkfeet arc uhou"ht to have died, compared with
8-71,000 Greylags znil 42~19,000 Finifaet in each of the three
;receding years. It *s rov vet clear why casualties were so
low though i% is tempting Lo associate the reduction with the
relatively mild winber in Britalin and with the excepiionally
warm spring in Iceland

Despite the crowth of tr2 svobal stock, tvhe numbers of
Pinkfeet found _n an]ﬁnc at the time of the annual counts
have con’irued ¢ ldeciine.
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L riar<net in inwland ir November, 196C-64

1960 1061 1962 1963 1964
S0 128500 13120 9580 2010
@ W 25.1 22.8 17.6 13.8
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The Greylngs st oW ru suc.1 s+r1£1ug vrend, though the

proportion fournc ‘n I.glené is biny - 0.5% in 1964 and between
0.6 and 1.5% in ska [ cur prececing Hovenbers.

Overlapving of ohservatints, tlany p20vle share my unqualified
enthusiasn lor (;005e- hasi~z hvt som2 are clearly unhappy at ny
attempts To obvain dupli:as: »cooris ol ths gesse in congested
areas. I am unrepercan: I* is 50 often so difficult to
sort out just what ic hapger ag thas ' rer7 axira scrap of
information may be helpfal. this is rarticularly true in

areas where the popul rity o altermziive roosts is changing
rapidly or where new roosts and feeding a2reas are coming into
use. At lessv five new roosss were fournd in central Scotland
this aufunn, taough I . no ceaze were thay being used by geese
whose existence was Lithootc o no v
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fhtatus of Bewick's dwans in Great Britain and Lreland

F.A, Ogilvie is studying the distribution and status of
Bewick's 3wans Cygnus columbianus bewickii in Great Britain
and Ireland and"would oe glaq 5O TecEiva 8Ll reports of flocks
or lone individuals in the coming winter (1964/65). Devails
required in each case include the number of birds, the date
and locality and, if possible, a brief descristion of the site
(e.g. [lood-water, reservoir, lake); counts of the proportions
of immatures would alsc be very welcome. Records of migrants
should include their Glirection, the time of day and an
indicabion or th: weathor conditions. To ensure as full a
coverage as possible, we hove that everyone will send their

observations at the time to M.A. Ogilvie, The Wildfowl Trust,
Slimbridge, Gloucestevrshirs.

Mr. Ogilvie will also be investigating any changes which
may have occurred since Dr. I.C.T. Nishet's survey in 1954/55
and 1955/56 (Brit.Birds, 52 : 393-416) and he would therefore
be equally grateful for any unpublished records from the
intervening period (i.e. those which have not appeared in the
Irish Bird Repors, Seontial Birds op county reports).

Mweh Boyd
fhe Jjildfowl Trust,
20th Novezher, 1964 Slimbridge, Glos.



