. THE FRBENS OF GREZTLAG ANT PTNRK-FOOTED GEESS

—
FOUND IN BRITAIN OF 7ih NOVE'BER 1965

About 45,000 Greylag weese Anzer anser and 67,900 Pink-footed Gaese
Anser hra.c‘-ﬂl:.;@%hus appear to have been vresent in Scotland, England and fales
Tth Hovember, 1965. There were about 56,000 Pinkfest in the country on
17th October. The Hovember Lotals are somewhat larger than in 1964. Ths rumb
of Pinkfeet in England continuss to fsl1l.

The following table shows ihe rumbers of geese rocsting in each county wrer
any were present. The county figures are rounded to the roarest ten birds. and
the national total vo the nearest thousand.

GEEYLAGS ! PL.FEDD
T Hov. 1965 { 3 Hov. 1064 5 T Zov. 1365 i 17 Oct. 1965 ° 8 Hov. 1964
? I :

Dts L ) - . i -

Ga:i.?l?nass 1%0 90 i - ) - i -

€ Sutherland 20 30 - = i . | =
Ross aod Cromarty ; 1,830 %o | 1,zm o 0
Inverness L [+ + Lol 662 0 5 | 10
Nairn, Noray 1,150 1,430 o 0 ; 10
Aberdeen 2,540 ' 5,080 b 11,650 : (2,800) | 5,720
Angus, Kincardine | 3,530 | 4270 | 980 50 [ 1,030
Perth . 1 18,440 | 16,130 13,560 | 20,550 , 17,580
Pife 800 | 2,020 ' 5,500 10,000 7,880
Yinross : 1,200 | 1,200 1,000 ! 3,000 f 3,100
Stirling o | 10 o o | 0
Dunbarton l 330 500 10 0 10
Lanark 30 | 50 . 5080 909 990
¥idlothian 1,380 ! 2,150 | 4520 2,510 | 5,510
Eaat Lothien : ¢ 2 , 260 | 320 ' 950
Berwick ] 300 560 3000 2,800 || 34 h00
Peebles 2 o I T10 330 - 2,000 5,510

i | 1,130 ¢ 1,me 00 3 gl S

Bute 1 6,300 | 690 : - i - -

1__ _'E.yr i 0 i 160 - - -
“Wigtown | k120 ! 2,850 . 50 | 0 80
Kirkeudbright i 860 : 1,310 0] | 0 150
Dumfries 250 | 650 7,800 5,800 ! 4,300

Northumberlamd | | 150, 4 120 - | - -
Cumberland i 1o 20 300 300 900

“estmorland ! L 70 - l - [ -
Lanceshire : - | - 2,200 2,500 45 750
Yorkshire - | 16 2,000 2, 2,000
Lincolnshire - | - 3,400 520 1,350
Horfolk - . - 0 0 10
Anglesey 0 | ) 70 0 0

Ys,400 | ' :
BRITISH TOTAL | L3000 871,000 . 58,000 65,000
¥

Weather conditions at the time of the Hovember count were unpleasant in pars
of Scotland, but otherwise not too difficult. In some places nocturnal feeding
under the moon created problems, by causing geese te depart from the simple



Pattern of morming and evening flishiing. The biggest problem zrose on the ‘
Solway, where & large proporition of the geese roogving on the Caerlaverock
Reserve immediately before and zzain after the census weekend did not do s0 on
the relevant nights. Tkey must either have roosied inland on fields or mossas,
a3 a small number were seen to do, or moved temporarily to the gast, where the
‘only obsexvations available were not m=das on 6tk or 7Tth. In the light of =1l
the evidence, it has seemed beiter to assume that they remained in Dumfriesshire,
altnough escaping detecction, rathsr than that they moved away from the Solway.

GREYLAGS. Although the ioizl found is so high, it is guita posaible thas
the irue peak may be ecven higher, because the main irmigretion did not take place

wntil five or six days before the count and some birds may still have been moving
in on 6th and Tth, '

kRbout 21% of ike Greylags were first-autumn birda., - The average brood-size
was 3.3, well up to normel; so that the reletivsly low preoportion of young birds
was duc either fo wmusually many complete breeding failures or, rather more
probadly, to the survival of a hith oroportion of yeariin 35 and older immature
geege,

As is usual, more thai half the Greylazs were in East Cenitrz]l Scotland.
But, looking at the regionsl distribution in relation %o total numbers over the
3ix years of the Hovembar census, it is very noticeable that while tke total stoc’
bag beon increasing tkeraz has becn virtually no change in the number Found in East
Central Scotland sinca 19€i. Tha ircresses nlsewhuore have bean erratically
distributed, with no clzar regional Srende.

Regional Listribution of IZrovlacs in Joverbor, 1960-65

1960 1961 1962 196% 1964 1965 4 in 1965

¥orih Scotland 6,800 3,600 3,500 5,000 7,800 5,800  13.0
Bast Central Scotland 16,000 23,800 23,000 24,80C 24,100 24,300  S5h.k
South-east Scotland 1,200 00 1,900 1,400 3,800 1,700 3.8
South-west Scotlaxnd 6,100 8,200 8,800 2,300 7,400 12,700 28.3
Zngland 200 200 500 500 200 200 0.5
Total 30,300 36,500 37,700 34,000 43,300 44,700 100.0

- PLIXFIET. The naturzl incrocase in recoriod nmumbers from 17th October to
7ih Hovember mey havs been exeggerstod by ircomplate cover of tho aberdeenskire
naunts in October, but it looks as if immizration to haunts both in the north and
in tbe soush (Lincolnshire} took tlace hetwocr the counts.

The proporiion of yount Pinkfact sasms to e much the same as that among the
Greylags, 21%. The average brood—size is not yet imowm.

Regional trends over the years in th. Novemboer distribution of Pinkfest are
much clearer than for the Greylags.
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Begional Distribution of Pinkfeet in Novemver, 1960-65

1960 1061 1962 1963 1964 1965 % in 1965

North Scotland 1,000 1,900 1,300 3,700 5,700 12,900 . 19,2
Bast Central Scotland 16,100 25,300 26,300 24,000 29,600 27,100 Lo.L
South-oast S:otlend 8,400 14,600 14,900 10,600 16,00 11,200 - -16.7
South-west Scotland 7,000 1,000 2,3 5,500 4,500 7.900 11.8
England and Yales 14,500 12,800 13,100 2,500 5,000 8,000 11.9
" Total 47,000 55,700 57,900 53,200 65,200 67,100 100.0

)

There has been a striking increase in the norik’ (mostly in Aberdeenshire)
and a decrease in thso south- (vrineipally around the wash). The numbers in the
contral stronghold from 1961 have not besn quite es steady as those of the Gruylag.
though from 1961 to 1964 thsir proportion of the total strength varied only bet.eon
45.0 ané 45.4%. The resemblance between tha abundance of the two species suggasis
a common cause, which iy  easier to invent than to prove.

The uses of good censuses. Ya count geese for funm, but the vaiue of our results .
is oonsiderabla and incroesing. They have immediate rolevance to wildfowl refuge
policy, as two axamplaswill show, Thres rafugos have bion crsated in England
with the primary aim of giving additional errotoction to 7inkfiot roosts (those

on the Humbor, at Southport and the Wyre-lune Sanctuary) and Gioraliar Point Local
Sature Heserve performs a sinilar function on the .asa. Thair ergation has not
stopped, though it may have slowad dovm, the disapraarance of Pinkfoet from
Englend.  idditiomal action of some kind is cloarly nocessary (though what?).

Tha second example is perhaps oven more important and mora baffling. “hy
have the numbers of Greylegs and Pinkfret in Cuntral Scotland levelled out?
#ill the area only hold thesz nurbers, ovsn in autumn when food appears abundant
(2specially this year)? If 80y why, and what dotermines which geese shall stay and
and which go elsewhere? Is any attempt to .increasze tho numbers wintoring at Loch
Leven, now that a Reserve has been created thera; doomed {o failure bacause of

gome limiting social behaviour of the geese themselves?

¥or the answers to thesa and many other fascinating questiona, please stay
in the goocze-counting game.

Aclmcruladm' ontas 4 racord number of helpers contributed to those counts, I

am gratofully indebted tos— X.J. Abraham, L.%.G. aAloxander, W, Alexsnder,

D.G. indravw, H. Bain, R. Barzes, J.A.G. Barnos, .0 Barr, J.A. Begg, Dr. J. Berry,
Y.K. Birrell, C.T. Bold, T. “oyd, F. 3rady, .. Brotheraton, R.A. 3ruce, H.0. Bunce,
R.A. Cadman, Dr. J.Y. Campbell, S. Clark, Capt. I.P. Coats, A. Cowicson,

C.J. Cowper, G.K. Crichton, G, Dall, '. Dawson, D. Derar, G. Diek, I.R. Douglas,
J.A. Douglag-Fenzies, Kiss Duncan, C. Dunlop, J. EBdelsten, P.J. Ellwood, ‘
Sir R. Brskine-Hill, V. BEverett. J.F. Forgason, E. Ford, A. Praser, K. Goodchild,

R. Gordon, Soton Gordon, J. Joss-Custard, A.%.G. Grant, A. Grey, E.C, Gray, J. Gray, |
Miss F. Groig, Mhss C.i.. Haggart, R.Y”, Haig, ¥.A. Hall, J.F.D. Hargroavas,

R.H. Harrisony C.G. Headlam, J.L. Hirst, Mrs. E. Holmes, Miss S5.E. idood, W.G. Hurhun.
Hra, Hunter, Nr. and ¥rs. P.F. Jamos, K. Jones, F. Fitchen, Mrs. Laing

Wisgs 8. Laing, D.l. Laurio, ¥r. and ¥rs. J.A. Lister, A. Lodge, #.J. icCulloch,

i, HacDonald, L. Hacdonald, K.S. Macgrogor, R. ¥eGuifie, J. ¥clatosh,

Miss A. Mackintosh, K.J. Maclaod, ¥.J. McHish, ¥. Meilliam, A. ¥ann, J. Maxwell,

R.J. Mercer, T.D.H. Merrie, a. Eiller, W. Holvin Morrison, C.K. ¥unro,

Dr. J.0. Munro, S Huw, Ve Hurl‘ay, C.G. “endick, Lo “10011’ H.4. ogil\’iO’

D,W. Oliver, T. Pateraon, R.E.}. Pilcher, D. Polson, J. lotter, D. "ringle, \




4
™

irs, I. Rainier, C.P. Rawclilfe, A. Renington Rzad, G.Y. Reid, G.A. Richarads,

—

Dr. E. Richter, E,L. Roberts, A. Robertson, Cr. 7% Rusk, J. Russsll, Mrs, J. Buxton,

R. Shaw, D.R. Skzlley, A, Shepherd, R.T. 3mith, ¥r. and I're. R.7.J. Smith,
iss M.M, Spires, D.M. Stark, a. Stewart, J.A. Stewart, R. Stokos, E. Tainsh,

C. Tait, C. Taylor, R.J.F. Taylor, ¥iss V.. Thom, M. Thorpe, A. Timmerman, J. Todd,

¥rs. R. Trevor, R. Walker, R.C. walls, A.D. Watson, J. Yatt, J.R. Welr, J.3. Wiffen.

P. Whitolaw, W.H. Wild, I. Will, Kiss %.I. Young, J. Young, J.G. Young, L. Young,
Miss H. Young, T.B.R. Young.

Othor investizations this wintor: I hopa to organise at least onmo Purther census
this winter, probably between mid-Jaruary and mid-¥arch, I would zlso be glad
to hear from anyone who would like to make froquent observations on gecss in the
winter and spring.

Whoopsr and Fzwick Swens

. &n exiadition in Icoland last August ringed and marked tho plumage of
\ihooper Srans. Anyon: sJcoing markod Uhoopera saoculd ccmmuniecate with mo or with
Mr. A.J. Clissold, Hill Youse Farm, Haydon Bridge, Hexham, Northumberland,

Hr. ¥.A. Ogilvie (Tho VWildfowl Trust, Slimbridge, Glos,) wishes to learn of
all ccecurrcnces of 3=wick Swons in 3ritair thiz wintexr.

23rd Hovomber, 1965, Hugh Boyd

The Nature Conservancy,
12 Hope Terracoe,
tdinburgh, 9.




