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1. INTRODUCTION

In the attached table we present summary information regarding published reliable estimates
of natural mortality rates for a list of bird species specified by INCC. For a few species,
published estimates are not listed because they are not considered to be reliable (e.g. Golden
Eagle, Kingfisher, Raven). Where available we present age-specific survival estimates, along
with an indication of the amount and type of data contributing to the estimate, the duration of
the study, the region for which the data relate and the reference. Survival estimates printed
in bold are those considered most likely to be representative of UK populations.

Below we list species for which we could not find any reliable published information. For
these species we also list the numbers of recoveries available for birds ringed in the UK up
until 1994, and we also indicate the existence of more detailed retrap/resight data available
from other studies.

Great Crested Grebe
Bittern

Mandarin

Pochard

Red-breasted Merganser
Montagu's Harrier
Golden Eagle

Merlin

Corncrake

Dotterel

Grey Plover
Greenshank

Great Black-backed Gull
Great Black-headed Gull
Little Tern

Rock Dove

Nightjar

Kingfisher

Cuckoo

Marsh Tit

Great Grey Shrike
Raven

Hooded Crow

Jay

Cirl Bunting

316 recoveries

15 recoveries

36 recoveries

1279 recoveries

14 recoveries

39 recoveries

36 recoveries

702 recoveries

15 recoveries; RSPB study
36 recoveries; SNH study
356 recoveries: retraps
67 recoveries

2226 recoveries

0 recoveries

157 recoveries

30 recoveries

69 recoveries

726 recoveries

130 recoveries

141 recoveries

8 recoveries

545 recoveries

see Carrion Crow

990 recoveries

6 recoveries; RSPB study

For species for which there are more than 500 recoveries there should no problem in
calculating a reliable adult survival estimate from these existing data. For species for which
there are at least 100 recoveries (indicated in bold) it MAY be possible to obtain a reasonable
estimate of adult survival from existing data.
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