
Having a ‘focus’ is one of the most satisfying 
aspects of birdwatching and taking part in a 

BTO survey is an easy and valuable way of gaining 
such a focus. The information you collect for any 
BTO survey will feed directly into conservation. 

From the simplicity of providing on-line records 
for BirdTrack, to taking on a Breeding Bird Survey 
(BBS) square you will be having fun - and providing 
important scientific information at the same time. All 
the courses consist of useful and informative indoor 
sessions learning about each technique in turn, 
alternating with outdoor practical sessions where we 
try the methods out for ourselves.

BTO Surveying

The courses start with an introduction to the whole 
subject of why we survey birds. We also look 

at some of the general principles to consider when 
surveying birds. We then more quickly onto the surveys 
themselves, looking at the BBS including setting up a 
square, doing the bird recording and completing the 
habitat recording. We also have a go at BirdTrack, our 
on-line bird recording programme, inputting some of 
the birds we encounter during our outdoor sessions live 
onto the website. 

Longer residential courses allow us to investigate other 
methods and give opportunity for more extensive 
practical sessions and time to to relax and socialise. 

BTO Surveying Training Courses

Watching Choughs on a training course. www.handadesigns.co.uk

Topics tackled

Other useful information

To get the most from these courses, you will need 
a basic knowledge of most of the common bird 

species by sight and, preferably, by song as well. These 
courses are NOT suitable for complete beginners to 
bird-watching. The courses do involve some walking 
around the venue, but will not be strenuous.  Strong, 
comfortable walking boots or wellies are recommended. 
Please bring your own pair of binoculars and a pen/pencil 
is also recommended.

What’s included in the price?

You will be provided with pre-course information 
including directions on how to find the venue. Once 

there you will receive a set of bird ID CDs and all course 
materials, including a course booklet, to take away. On 
1-day workshops tea, coffee and biscuits will also be 
provided, but you will need to bring your own packed 
lunch (some venues may offer a café facility, please check 
availability on booking).

Residential courses offer the above with the addition of full 
board, from dinner on the first night through to lunch on 
the final day. 

For more information about the courses see www.bto.
org/training or contact Su Gough (su.gough@bto.org or 
‘phone 01842 750050). 

To book a place contact Anne Cotton (anne.cotton@bto.
org or ‘phone 01786 466560). 
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