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BREEDING 
BIRD SURVEY 
INSTRUCTIONS  

 

   

 
Thank you for volunteering to take part in the Breeding Bird Survey (BBS), a scheme designed to 
keep track of breeding bird populations in the UK.  The survey is a quick, simple and, most 
importantly, an enjoyable birdwatching exercise.  Plots are 1x1-kilometre (km) squares of the 
National Grid.  Observers make just three visits to specially selected squares, the first to record 
habitat types and to set up a suitable survey route, and the second and third to record birds that are 
seen or heard while walking along the route. 
 
These instructions should be used by both the BBS-Online user (observers who will 
be entering their data via the Web, www.bto.org/bbs) and the paper-form user.  
 
The main aims of the BBS 
 
1. To provide information on year-to-year and longer-term changes in population levels for a wide 

range of breeding birds across a variety of habitats throughout the UK.  Knowing to what extent 
bird populations are increasing or decreasing is fundamental to bird conservation. Monitoring 
birds has the added advantage that they act as indicators to the health of the countryside. 

2. To promote a greater understanding of the population biology of birds and in particular to focus 
on factors responsible for declines.  The BBS is a key component of the BTO's Integrated 
Population Monitoring Programme. 

3. To promote bird conservation through the involvement of large numbers of volunteers in survey 
work in the UK.   

 
Paper forms to receive 
 
Once you have contacted your Regional Organiser and have been allocated a randomly selected 1-
km grid square, you should receive the following paper forms in the post (one set of forms for each 
square you have agreed to cover): 
 

1 x  Breeding Bird Survey Instructions booklet (yellow) 1 x OS Map of your square (blank) 
2 x  Field Recording Sheets (white)    1 x OS Map with transect route  
2 x  Count Summary Sheets (white)       (if available) 
1 x  Habitat Recording Form (green) 
1 x  Mammal Count Summary Sheet (pink) 
 

We recommend that both BBS-Online and paper-form users take their Field Recording Sheets and 
Habitat Recording Forms out in the field to record their sightings on. Only the paper-form user needs 
to transfer bird count records from the Field Recording Sheet to the Count Summary Sheet. The 
BBS-Online user can enter their bird count data directly from the Field Recording Sheet. 
 
Organisation 
 
The BBS is organised through the BTO's network of voluntary Regional Organisers (ROs), most of 
whom are also BTO Regional Representatives. The UK is divided into 124 BTO regions, defined 
primarily by 10km grid squares. Each BTO region has an RO assigned to it, and it is their 
responsibility to allocate you a BBS square and to issue and collect completed forms. All completed 
forms should be sent direct to the RO. The RO will also be able to deal with any questions you have 
about BBS methodology and land access issues. For answers to Frequently Asked Questions, 
please refer to our FAQ web page. If your BTO region does not have an RO, the BBS National 
Organiser will act as your RO and all completed forms should be sent directly to BTO HQ in Thetford. 
The National Organiser and other staff from the BTO Census Unit will be happy to deal with any 
questions you have regarding the survey. 
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Which square should you survey? 
 
Either your BTO Regional Organiser (RO) or the BTO Census Unit will have provided you with the 
Ordnance Survey (OS) grid reference of the 1-km square we would like you to survey.  Grid 
references are in standard OS format (i.e. two letters for the 100-km square, two numbers 
representing the 'easting' and two numbers representing the 'northing').  Please check carefully the 
reference of the square you have been allocated.  Squares have been chosen according to a formal 
sampling strategy to cover all habitats and regions.  Comprehensive coverage is vital to the survey 
design.  Please make every effort to cover the square that is assigned to you.   We will not be able 
to use data collected from additional or substituted squares. 
 
In cases where survey work proves impossible in a large part of the square you have been allocated, 
e.g. because it is physically impossible to visit, or access permissions are not granted, please report 
this to your RO so that a replacement square can be provided.  It is very important not to reject 
squares on the grounds that they appear uninteresting - squares containing few species are just as 
valuable as squares with many species.  For squares containing a large area of water, estimate how 
many of the 10 ‘ideal’ transect sections are located on dry land (above Mean High Water).  If this is 
less than 4 (i.e. less than 800m of transect) regard the square as ‘uncoverable' and report it to 
Census Unit via your RO. 

 
Finding and marking a route 

 
If the square has been surveyed before, your RO 
should provide you with a sketch map of the 
counting route (the transect line) taken by the 
previous BBS observer. This route must be followed 
to ensure consistency of recording on that square 
(i.e. if a different route is taken, different birds will 
probably be recorded). If the route has to be 
changed because you can no longer get access to it, 
please consult your RO and return the completed 
Habitat Recording Form, with a sketch map of the 
new route on it. If the square has never been 
covered before (your RO will tell you this), you will 
you need to create your own transect route across it. 
 
The transect line should ideally consist of two 
parallel lines, north-south or east-west, each 1-km 
long.  Please ensure that the route followed is the 
same as in previous years.  Transect lines should 
be roughly 500 metres (m) apart and 250m in from 
the edge of the square.  Each transect line should 
be divided into 5 equal sections of 200m in length,  

Tips to volunteers: 
 
For all users:  
1.  Do not record birds you see or hear before or after your transect line (i.e. behind your first 200m section 

or in front of your last 200m section).  
2.  Record all birds to the sides of your transect line.   
3.   Record all birds from your transect line that you can see or hear that are to the sides of your transect 

line, even if they are in adjacent 1-km squares.  
4.  Record habitat details each year. If you are only able to fill in the first two columns on the habitat form, 

this is still extremely useful.  
 
For paper-form users only:  
5.  Ensure that only the number of birds recorded is written in each box on the count summary forms. 

Additional information such as "+"  or "many"  complicates the forms and should be avoided.  
6.  Birds can be listed in any order on the Count Summary Sheet.  
7.  Please put your forms in the following order on completion - from top to bottom: habitat, summary 1, 

summary 2, mammal, field 1, field 2. This will help speed up the processing of forms.     

Transect sections are labelled 1-10

Distance bands
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making a total of ten (2x5), numbered 1 to 10.  It is important to note the starting points of each 
transect section either by using permanent landmarks (trees, hedges, boulders, houses etc) or by 
using temporary markers (coloured tape or cord etc).  
 
In practice, your transect lines are likely to deviate from the 'ideal' because of problems with access, 
or barriers such as roads, rivers, and canals: possible solutions are given below.  Once you have 
decided upon a route, it is of the greatest importance that the same route is followed year after year.  
In cases where the transect lines deviate considerably from the 'ideal', at no point should the two 
lines be closer together than 200m.  Minor intrusions into adjacent squares are perfectly 
acceptable and may provide the only practical way to carry out the survey.  Please record the 
exact route taken in the box provided on the green habitat form. 
 
Examples of transect routes: bold lines indicate suggested transect route with divisions in 200m sections.  Note 
that the start and finish of the transects need not be at a square boundary. 
 

a. b. c. d. 
 
a. NO0861 (Tayside): mostly open fields, but limited places to cross stone walls. 
b. SP9808 (Herts): mostly urban; access restricted to roads and paths; only 2 places to cross the obstructions. 
c. SU8291 (Bucks): footpaths mimicking ideal pattern but running W-E avoid problem caused by M40. 
d. TV5496 (E Sussex): part of the square contains sea, however, 5 200m sections on land can be covered N-S.   
Note: if less than 4 200m sections lie on land the square must be treated as uncoverable. 
 

SUMMARY OF FIELDWORK   
 

 March - April  Reconnaissance visit to set up or check census route 
      and complete habitat recording form. 
 Early April - mid-May Complete 'early' transect count. 
 Mid-May - late June  Complete 'late' transect count. 
 July – August  Enter all data online or return completed forms to Regional 
                                                Organisers (or to the Nunnery if there is no RO).  
 

 N.B. The fieldwork should begin and end later in more northerly parts of the UK. 

 
When to visit 
 
The main part of the breeding season, roughly between 1st April and 30th June, in the lowlands of 
southern Britain, should be divided into two counting periods (early season visit = April to mid-May; 
late season visit = mid-May to late June) and one visit should be made in each half. Visits should 
be at least 4 weeks apart. The first should coincide with the main activity period of the resident 
breeding birds in an area, while the second should take place after the arrival of the latest migrant 
breeding birds.  At higher altitudes or further north, visits should be shifted later in the season, but the 
final transect count should be completed by mid-July. From late June, counts will almost certainly 
include a much greater proportion of unidentified young birds, and most species will have reduced or 
stopped singing, making detection more difficult. 
 
Counts should ideally start between 6am and 7am, and no later than 9am. Please try to keep 
the starting times similar within a breeding season and across years, preferably to within half-an-
hour. Please also try to keep the visit dates similar across the years. Counts will be more productive 
earlier in the day, with birds generally becoming quiet and inactive during the middle of the day 
(11am to 3pm). Starting times can be shifted to begin later in more remote and less accessible 
areas. If survey times extend beyond midday please use the 24-hour clock. 
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Weather 
 
Please do not attempt to census birds in conditions of heavy rain, poor visibility or strong wind. Birds 
generally become inactive in windy and wet conditions.  However, activity often increases 
considerably after rain showers and therefore showery weather is generally okay for conducting 
surveys. Please record weather conditions in the boxes provided on the forms that describe cloud 
cover, rain, wind speed, and visibility. Choose one number (1-3) from each of the four headings 
below and enter these in the box provided on the Field Recording Sheets. If the weather conditions 
change during your survey visit, please select a single weather category that best represents the 
overall conditions. 
 

 Cloud cover  Rain  Wind  Visibility 

 0 – 33% =  1  None =  1  Calm =  1  Good =  1 

33 – 66% =  2  Drizzle =  2  Light =  2  Moderate =  2 

66 – 100% =  3  Showers =  3  Breezy =  3  Poor =  3 

 
County codes 
 
Observers are asked to use the official BTO county code to indicate where the census was carried 
out (which is not necessarily their BTO region).  Most codes start with GB followed by two letters, 
so for example Norfolk is GBNK.  A full list of County Codes is given in Appendix 1. 
 
Recording birds 
 
Please record all the birds you encounter as you walk along the two linear transects.  Birds should be 
noted in the appropriate distance category, measured at right angles to the transect line.  Do not 
record birds that are behind you as you begin a census or beyond the end of the transect. 
 
From your chosen starting point walk the transect route at a slow and methodical pace, pausing 
briefly to listen for bird songs and scan for birds flying overhead. Please note the starting and 
finishing times of each transect (using a 24-hour clock, e.g. 0630 for 6:30am, 1300 for 1pm).  As a 
guide an average visit should last around an hour and a half.  Record all the birds you see and hear 
on the field recording sheets in the appropriate transect sections 1-10 and in the appropriate distance 
category (see below).   The transect is divided into 200m sections for convenience; please don't 
worry about birds at the boundary of two sections: record them in the one that seems more 
appropriate, but not in both.  At the end of the first half (section 5) of the transect record the time and 
then make your way to the start of the second half of the transect route.  Commence recording again 
through sections 6-10.  Try not to record the same individual bird twice, e.g. a Mistle Thrush that can 
be heard singing from several 200m sections should be recorded once, where it was first detected.   
 
We would strongly encourage observers to use the standard BTO species codes (see Appendix 2).  
Please familiarise yourself with the most likely codes before you go into the field.  If a species is not 
listed in Appendix 2, please give the full common name.  There is no need to record the activity or 
sex of the birds, although you may wish to do so.  Where possible, distinguish juvenile birds from 
adults (e.g. B.juv, juvenile Blackbird), because juveniles should not be entered onto BBS-Online 
or the Count Summary sheets.  Please also note any feral species. 
 
Birds should be recorded in one of the following four categories when they were first noted:   
1. within 25 metres either side of the line; 
2. between 25 and 100 metres either side of the line; 
3. more than 100 metres either side of the line including birds outside the 1-km square boundary; 

or  
F. birds in flight only (at any distance). 
 
Please note that distances are measured perpendicular to the transect line (i.e. at right angles to the 
line).  A bird seen 200m ahead of the observer but close to the transect line should be recorded in  
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category 1.  We recommend that observers measure out distance categories (25m and 100m) using 
a combination of a tape measure and pacing to familiarise themselves with these before fieldwork 
begins.  Category F, Birds in flight, relates to those flying over.  Draw an arrow through the species' 
two-letter code to indicate that it is in flight ( e.g.   BZ    ).  If a bird is seen to take off or land it should 
be recorded in the appropriate distance category (1-3) at that position.  Skylarks in display flight 
and hovering Kestrels should be recorded in the relevant distance category.  Record Swifts, 
Swallows and martins in the flight category, unless they are seen to land or fly into a nest 
site. 
 
Juvenile birds 
 
Juvenile birds can be recorded on the Field Recording Sheets, but must NOT be entered onto BBS- 
Online or the Count Summary Sheets. If you have difficulty distinguishing adult and young birds 
simply estimate, to the best of your ability, how many adults were present. We appreciate that mixed-
aged flocks of crows or Starlings, for example, will present problems later in the season and ask that 
you observe and record with great care. Colonial nesters should be entered separately on BBS 
Online or in the box provided at the end of the Count Summary Sheet (paper-form users only). 
 
Example of a completed Field Recording Sheet (header) 
 

  Please do not write in the shaded boxes. PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS   

Obs. code  _  _  _  _ Observer name Mr/Mrs/Ms            Mr M J Raven Address        B  T  O 

1-km square reference (eg SK0212)    T     L     9     0     8     7     The Nunnery, Thetford 

County code (eg GBSY)     G     B     S      K        IP24 2PU 

Visit date (DD:MM:YY) (eg 08:05:03)       2   5  :   0   4   :    0   5 Tel. No:                     email: 

Early or late season visit (E/L) E  Weather (1,2 or 3) 
 
      Cloud  Rain         Wind  Visibility 

     1                    2                  2                     3   

First half Start time (HH:MM)  0   6   :   4   5 Finish time  0   7   :   2   0   

Second half Start time (HH:MM)  0   7   :   3   0 Finish time  0   8   :   1   5   

 
 Example of a completed Field Recording Sheet (birds recorded) 
 
                  Recording birds in the field              Transferring counts onto summary sheets 
 
           100m     25m                     25m        100m            100m       25m                      25m       100m 

   3   2         1    2    3    3    2          1    2   3 
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  3R. 

 
 
  B. 

1           2 
Count Summary Sheets (paper-form users only)  
 
Please complete the summary sheets (one for each field recording sheet) as soon as possible after 
each field visit and preferably on the same day.  The form summarises the information so that it can 
be analysed.  Simply transfer the number of individual birds (excluding juveniles) recorded in each 
200m transect section (1-10), on each visit, in each distance band.  Print the two-letter species codes 
in the appropriate boxes (and remember to add a full stop for single letter codes e.g. B. = Blackbird). 
You may find it helpful to cross through species registrations on the Field Recording Sheet as you 
transfer this information to the summaries (see page 5).  This reduces the chance of duplicating or 
missing records.   Each volunteer is assigned an observer code (Obs. code) by BTO Census 
Unit when we receive the completed forms - please leave this box blank. 
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Colonial nesting birds 
 
Birds nesting in dense colonies within the square (e.g. Rook, Sand Martin and gulls) will not be 
adequately censused using the standard method, and we ask observers to count or estimate the 
number of nests in the whole 1-km square. Colony counts should be conducted separately from the 
transect counts. Please include counts of adult birds seen at these colonies during your normal line-
transect counts (i.e. record the number of adults seen during your two line-transect counts as well as 
the number of active nests counted on your separate colony counts). 
 
Example of a completed Count Summary Sheet 
 

 Two-letter species code 
 
 and species name 

 Distance 
 
 Category 

 Number of birds recorded on each transect section 

    1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10 

 1   2    2        
                  B . 

 2   1         1    6 

 3   1       1     
      B  l  a  c  k  b  i  r  d  F            2 

 
Habitat recording 
 
Habitat recording is an essential part of the BBS because it allows changes in bird numbers to 
be related to changes in habitat.  Habitat forms must be completed each year using the coding 
scheme that is common to a range of BTO projects.  This is shown on the back of the green form 
and can be used without specialist knowledge.  We advise that habitat details are recorded on your 
reconnaissance visit or following a count.  Please do not record birds and habitat at the same time.   
 
Habitat should be recorded separately for each of the 10 200m transect sections.  Please record 
what you feel to be the most appropriate codes for each section (i.e. the area within a box 200m 
long by 50m wide).  Codes allow you to describe both the predominant habitat, termed the First 
habitat on the form, and the secondary habitat termed the Second habitat.  In many cases two 
habitats will have equal importance and the order they are entered does not matter.  For each 
habitat, choose one habitat code from each of levels 1 and 2, and up to two codes from levels 3 
and 4.  Please complete as much detail as you feel able: the first two levels are most important. 
 
The example below describes an area of arable farmland.  Transect 1 comprises tilled land with a 
hedgerow without trees, an active farmyard, with autumn cereal growing.  There is no secondary 
habitat and so this is left blank.  Transect section 2 is a similar area containing woodland.  The first 
habitat codes are the same and the second codes are for woodland i.e. coniferous, young 
plantation with low disturbance, moderate shrub layer and sparse field layer.  Note that the Shrub 
layer comprises woody plants less than 5m tall and the Field layer comprises herbaceous, non-
woody plants.  If there is no appropriate code in levels 3 or 4 please put a dash (‘-') in that column. 
 

First habitat Second habitat Transect 
Section Levels: Levels: 
 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 

1 E 4 2 6 7        

2 E 4 2 6 6 1 A 2 5 8 2 6 

 
Please note about every five years (the last year being 2007), we ask for additional habitat 
information as well as details of the habitat along the ideal (straight) transects.   Outside of these 
assigned years, observers can use the more simple form as shown above, recording only the 
actual habitat details. 'Ideal' transects can be either N-S or E-W, depending on your chosen route.  
If major habitat changes occur on your square through the course of the survey these changes 
should be recorded in the box provided.  Please enter the transect number and the new codes.  
Examples include ploughing of set-aside, introduction or removal of animal stock, and tree felling. 
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Return of data (by the end of August) 
 
BBS Online user: 
We recommend that you enter your BBS records onto BBS-Online soon after you have completed 
your survey visits. All data should be entered by the end of August as late entries delay the 
production of BBS results the following year. If no route map was enclosed with your forms or if the 
transect route has changed (hopefully this is very rarely!), please return the OS map to your RO 
with the actual route and 200m sections marked on it. Otherwise no paper forms or map need to 
be returned.  
Paper-form user: 
Please return all completed forms to your RO by the end of August. Forms for each square should 
include: one green Habitat Recording Form, two Field Recording Sheets, two Count Summary 
Sheets and the Mammal Count Summary Form. If no route map was enclosed with your forms or if 
the transect route has changed (hopefully this is very rarely!), please return the OS map to your 
RO with the actual route and 200m sections marked on it. Please note that once we have received 
your completed forms from your RO, you will receive an acknowledgement letter from BTO HQ. 
 
The name and address details of BBS observers will be kept on a computerised database for the 
purpose of BBS administration, and for furthering the BTO’s objectives.  The Data Controller is the 
Director of Services, BTO, The Nunnery, Thetford, Norfolk, IP24 2PU. 
 

Appendix 1.  County Codes 
 
Always fill in the county on recording and summary sheets using the four-letter code from the list below. 
 
England 
Avon GBAV 
Bedford GBBD 
Berkshire GBBK 
Buckinghamshire GBBC 
Cambridgeshire GBCA 
Cheshire GBCH 
Cleveland GBCV 
Cornwall (excl Scilly) GBCO 
Cumbria GBCU 
Derbyshire GBDB 
Devon GBDV 
Dorset GBDO 
Durham GBDU 
Essex GBES 
Gloucestershire GBGL 
Hampshire (excl IoW) GBHA 
Hereford & Worcs GBHF 
Hertfordshire GBHT 
Humberside GBHU 
Isle of Wight GBIW 
Kent GBKE 
Lancashire GBLA 
Leicestershire GBLE 
Lincolnshire GBLI 
London (Greater) GBLO 
Manchester (Greater) GBMA 
Merseyside GBME 
Norfolk GBNK 
Northamptonshire GBNH 

Northumberland GBNL 
North Yorkshire GBNY 
Nottinghamshire GBNT 
Oxfordshire GBOX 
Shropshire GBSA 
Scilly Isles GBSI 
South Yorkshire GBSY 
Staffordshire GBST 
Somerset GBSO 
Suffolk GBSK 
Surrey GBSR 
Sussex (West & East) GBSX 
Tyne & Wear GBTY 
Warwickshire GBWK 
W Midlands                          GBWM 
West Yorkshire GBWY 
Wiltshire GBWT 
 
Isle of Man GBIM 
 
Scotland 
Borders Region GBBR 
Central Region GBCR 
Dumfries &  
Galloway Region GBDR 
Fair Isle GBFI 
Fife Region GBFR 
Grampian Region GBGR 
Highland Region GBHR 
Lothian Region GBLR 
 

Orkney GBOR 
Shetland (excl. Fair Isle)      GBSH 
Strathclyde Region GBSC 
Tayside Region GBTR 
Western Isles GBWI 
 
Wales 
Anglesey GBAN 
Clwyd                                   GBCW 
Dyfed GBDY 
Glamorgan (all) GBGM 
Gwent GBGT 
Gwynedd GBGD 
Powys GBPO 
 
Northern Ireland 
Antrim GBUN 
Armagh GBUR 
Down GBUD 
Fermanagh GBUF 
Londonderry GBUL 
Tyrone GBUT 
 
Channel Islands 
Alderney CIAL 
Guernsey CIGU 
Herm CIHE 
Jersey CIJE 
Sark CISA 

 

Please ensure that you have obtained the relevant permission to enter  pr ivate land over  which 
your  transect lines cross.  Many thanks for  helping with this impor tant project and enjoy your 
censusing! 

 

The Breeding Bird Survey is organised by the BTO with the support of the Joint Nature Conservation 
Committee (JNCC is the statutory adviser to Government on UK and international nature conservation, on behalf 
of the Council for Nature Conservation and the Countryside, the Countryside Council for Wales, Natural England 

and Scottish Natural Heritage) and the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds. 
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Appendix 2.  BTO Bird Species Codes 
 

AC Arctic Skua GA Gadwall LE Long-eared Owl SM Sand Martin 
AE Arctic Tern GX Gannet LT Long-tailed Tit SS Sanderling 
AV Avocet GW Garden Warbler MG Magpie TE Sandwich Tern 
BO Barn Owl GY Garganey MA Mallard VI Savi's Warbler 
BY Barnacle Goose GC Goldcrest MN Mandarin        SQ Common Rosefinch 
BA Bar-tailed Godwit EA Golden Eagle MX Manx Shearwater SP Scaup 
BR Bearded Tit OL Golden Oriole MR Marsh Harrier CY Scottish Crossbill 
BS Bewick's Swan GF Golden Pheasant MT Marsh Tit SW Sedge Warbler 
BI Bittern GP Golden Plover MW Marsh Warbler NS Serin 
BK Black Grouse GN Goldeneye MP Meadow Pipit SA Shag 
TY Black Guillemot GO Goldfinch MU Mediterranean Gull SU Shelduck 
BX Black Redstart GD Goosander ML Merlin SX Shorelark 
BJ Black Tern GI Goshawk M. Mistle Thrush SE Short-eared Owl 
B. Blackbird GH Grasshopper Warbler MO Montagu's Harrier SV Shoveler 
BC Blackcap GB Great Black-backed Gull MH Moorhen SK Siskin 
BH Black-headed Gull GG Great Crested Grebe MS Mute Swan S. Skylark 
BN Black-necked Grebe ND Great Northern Diver N. Nightingale SZ Slavonian Grebe 
BW Black-tailed Godwit NX Great Skua NJ Nightjar SN Snipe 
BV Black-throated Diver GS Great Spotted Woodpecker NH Nuthatch SB Snow Bunting 
BT Blue Tit GT Great Tit OP Osprey ST Song Thrush 
BU Bluethroat GE Green Sandpiper OC Oystercatcher SH Sparrowhawk 
BL Brambling G. Green Woodpecker PX Peafowl/Peacock AK Spotted Crake 
BG Brent Goose GR Greenfinch PE Peregrine SF Spotted Flycatcher 
BF Bullfinch GK Greenshank PH Pheasant DR Spotted Redshank 
BZ Buzzard H. Grey Heron PF Pied Flycatcher SG Starling 
CG Canada Goose P. Grey Partridge PW Pied Wagtail SD Stock Dove 
CP Capercaillie GV Grey Plover PG Pink-footed Goose SC Stonechat 
C. Carrion Crow GL Grey Wagtail PT Pintail TN Stone-curlew 

CW Cetti's Warbler GJ Greylag Goose PO Pochard TM Storm Petrel 
CH Chaffinch GU Guillemot PM Ptarmigan SL Swallow 
CC Chiffchaff FW Guineafowl (Helmeted) PU Puffin SI Swift 
CF Chough HF Hawfinch PS Purple Sandpiper TO Tawny Owl 
CL Cirl Bunting HH Hen Harrier Q. Quail T. Teal 
CT Coal Tit HG Herring Gull RN Raven TK Temminck's Stint 
CD Collared Dove HY Hobby RA Razorbill TP Tree Pipit 
CM Common Gull HZ Honey Buzzard RG Red Grouse TS Tree Sparrow 
CS Common Sandpiper HC Hooded Crow KT Red Kite TC Treecreeper 
CX Common Scoter HP Hoopoe ED Red-backed Shrike TU Tufted Duck 
CN Common Tern HM House Martin RM Red-breasted Merganser TT Turnstone 
CO Coot HS House Sparrow RQ Red-crested Pochard TD Turtle Dove 
CA Cormorant JD Jackdaw FV Red-footed Falcon TW Twite 
CB Corn Bunting J. Jay RL Red-legged Partridge WA Water Rail 
CE Corncrake K. Kestrel NK Red-necked Phalarope W. Wheatear 
CI Crested Tit KF Kingfisher LR Lesser Redpoll WM Whimbrel 
CR Crossbill KI Kittiwake RK Redshank WC Whinchat 
CK Cuckoo KN Knot RT Redstart WG White-fronted Goose 
CU Curlew LM Lady Amherst's Pheasant RH Red-throated Diver WH Whitethroat 
DW Dartford Warbler LA Lapland Bunting RE Redwing WS Whooper Swan 
DI Dipper L. Lapwing RB Reed Bunting WN Wigeon 
DO Dotterel TL Leach's Petrel RW Reed Warbler WT Willow Tit 
DN Dunlin LB Lesser Black-backed Gull RZ Ring Ouzel WW Willow Warbler 
D. Dunnock LS Lesser Spotted Woodpecker RP Ringed Plover OD Wood Sandpiper 
EG Egyptian Goose LW Lesser Whitethroat RI Ring-necked Parakeet WO Wood Warbler 
E. Eider LI Linnet R. Robin WK Woodcock 
FP Feral Pigeon ET Little Egret DV Rock Dove WL Woodlark 
ZL Feral/hybrid goose LG Little Grebe RC Rock Pipit WP Woodpigeon 
ZF Feral/hybrid mallard type LU Little Gull RO Rook WR Wren 
FF Fieldfare LO Little Owl RS Roseate Tern WY Wryneck 
FC Firecrest LP Little Ringed Plover RY Ruddy Duck YW Yellow Wagtail 
F. Fulmar AF Little Tern RU Ruff Y. Yellowhammer 
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If you have any queries about BBS, please contact either your BTO Regional 
Organiser or the Census Unit (BTO, The Nunnery, Thetford, Norfolk, IP24 2PU,  

Tel: 01842 750050, Fax: 01842 750030, Email: bbs@bto.org  
or visit our website: www.bto.org/bbs 


