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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

l .  Th i s  i s  t he  t h i r d  annua l  r epon  o f  t he  BT(  ) , JNCC RSPB Breed ing
B i rd  S r r r vev  tBBSr  cove r i np  rhe  vea rs  lOaO and  lAQT and  a l so  t he' l  ! v Y L

emerg ing t rends f rom lQQ4 to  laoT .  The repor t  deta i ls  progress s ince
the scheme's introduction in 1994. The primary aim of the snrvey is to
n f O V i d e  f e n f e s e n f a l i r r a  n n n r r l : r i n n  r r o n r l q  f O f  a  f a n S e  O f  C O n m O n  a n dr r v u  . v r  q  r u ' r b !

widespread b i rds in  the UK.
2 .  S r : r vev  n lo t s  a re  based  on  l x l  km  so ra res  o f  t he  Na r i ona l  C r i d .' . . / r ' " . . ,

Squares  a re  chosen  on  f he  bas i s  o f  a  l o rma l .  s r ra r i f i ed .  r andom samp l i ng
des ipn  w i rh  l a rpe r  n r rmbe"s  o f  so r ra res  se lec ted  i n  rep ions  w i t h  more
n o l e n t i 2 l  v o l t r n t e p r q ,  T h p  s : m p  q n r 2 r p q  2 r p  q r r r \ / p \ / p d  v p : r  z f t o r  v o s r

P o n r r l a t i o n  i n d i c p s  a r e  c a l c u l a t e d  u s i n s  m e t h o d s  r l r a r  r p n t o v e  t h e
polent ia l  lo r  sampl ing b ias.

3 .  Vo lunteer  observers  v is r t  the iL  sqL lares three t rmes a year .  The
first visi t  is used to establ ish a transect route altd to record detai ls of
land use and habitat type. The second and third are early rnorning
co  rn r s  ro  s r r r vpv  h reed ino  h r i r ds  A  l i ne  t r ansec t  me thod  i s  used  w i t h' " , .  . 6

bi rds recorded in  d is tance bands.  Each sLrrvey requi res jusr  f ive  hours '
f ie ldwork per  Vear ,  enabl ing a  )arge number  o f  peop)e f  o  beconte jnvo l r  ed
ACTOSS the UK.

4 .  The  scheme  i s  o rgan i sed  cenL ra l l v  bv  BT (  )  Headq r ra r re r s  a l r d
reg iona l l y  by  vo lun ta ry  Reg iona l  l ) r gan i se rs  rR (  t s r .  r vho  i n  r r os r  case \
a r e  B T O  R e s i o n : l  R e n r e s e n t a r i v e s  R O s  r ^ r a ! - ^  " : r ' r  - ^ r ^ ' ^  ^  o l d i n , a r i r r c.  . . - . . - ^  .  l l c l  )  d  v l t . l  I  l u l (  l i l  t u ' . .  _ . . . _ . . . . .

and fostering local f ieldwork effort.
5 .  Wh i l e  t he  ma jo r l t y  o f  f i e l dwork  i s  ca r r i ed  ou t  by  vo lun tee rs ,

profess ional  f ie ldworkers ,  sL lppor ted by RSPB and rhe Env i ronntent  and
Her i tage Serv ice in  Nor thern I re land,  have covered a number  o f  squares
in  remore  pa r t s  o f  Sco t l and  and  No r rhe rn  I r e l and  respee  r i veLv  i n  r ecen r
years.

6  S r r r vev  cnvp r2op  , and  n romn- ' n r  d  r r i np  lOUJ  l 0O7  a re  d i scuSSed .
The nr rmber  o f  BBS squares covered eaeh 1 'ear  has increased s ieadl ly
f r o m  l 5 6 a  i n  l o a 4  t o  2 l o 0  i n  1 0 4 7 .  T h e  ) o n g  r e r m  a i m  i s  r o  s u r v e y  3
3000 squares on an annual  bas is .

7  A  t o r a l  o f  2 0 Q s o e c i e s w a s  r e c o r d e d  i n  1 0 4 7 .  F o r a b o u t  l 0 0 s n e c ' e s
we  we re  ab ie  ro  meas r r re  popu la r i on  changes  w i rh  a  n red ium ro  h igh
d e p r e p  o f  n r e c i s i o n .  I n  t h e  U K  a s  a  r v h o l e .  l 0  s n e c i e s  i n c r e a s e d

" , F , .

s ign i l i can t l y  and  lB  dec reased  s i gn i f i can t l y  ben t ' een  l 0a4  and  1407 .
( ) f  t en  spec ies  i den t i f i ed  as  o f  h i gh  conse i va i i on  concen r .  n i ne  dec l i ned
in  n r rmhe r .  Sonp  Th rush  and  Co rn  Bun t i np  s i sn i f i can r l v  so .. . " -  ^ l  

" " . , o

R  W i t l r  f n r r r  v e , a r s  o f  B B S  m o n i t o r i n p  a n d  o v e r  3 0 0  s o r r a r e s  c o v e r e du u e  t t  r r r e .  u r r u  v v \  I  J v v  . r Y l r u |

annua l l y  i n  Sco t l and .  we  have  de ra i l ed  Sco t t i sh  popu la r i on  changes  [ o r
the f irst t ime, al lowing interesting comparisons r,vi th national f igures.

9 .  Mammal  record ing wi th in  the BBS was in t roduced in  lgg5 and
con t i nued  i n  lA07  reco rd ing  a  t o ta l  o f  40  spec ies .  ( ; ove rage  i s  l im i t ed
to those that  are l ike ly  to  be observed by BBS parr ic ipan is .

Coal Tit was recorded in 55Q squares in I QQ7. Recent trends I 1aa4 lqQTt show
that this spectes appears to be doingfairlywellwith a slgniflcant increase of 35'..

tDrawing by Peter Wilsonl

INTRODUCTION

f  nanges in  b i rd  popula t ions have long been recognised as a  use lu l
\ - r i nd i ca to r  o f  t he  hea l t h  o f  o r r r  env i ronmen t .  Deve lopmenrs  i n  ou r
q r r r r o r r n d i n o s  f r o m  r r r h : n  o r o r , l l l h  n e r , l r  r a - r -  ^ ^ r  L - ^ " - : ^ ^  ' ^  ^ r ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ - : -- * . .  - .  . . - . .  . J d u ) d l l u  i l u u 5 l l l F , L U t i l d [ H C >  l |

farming pract ices.  a l l  l tave an ef fec t  on b i rd  popular ions and the i r  hab i tars .
In  recent  years .  i t  has become c lear  tha l  we need to  in tprove the

m o n i t o r i n r  o f  c o m m o n  l a n d  b i r d s  a c r o s s  t h e  I I K .  F o l l o w i n p  a  n u m b e r
of  f ie ld  and desk based s t l rd ies ,  the BTO, in  con lunct ion wi th  the JNCC
and  the  RSPB,  i n t r oduced  the  B reed ing  B i rd  Su rvey  tBBSr  i n  1Q04 .
T l re  f i na l  dps i s r r  f o r  r he  BBS comb ined  rhe  need  fo r  n rec i se  and  de ra i l ed
information with an eff icient method. The simple and quick nature of
f i e l dwork  has  a l l owed  a  I a rge  number  o l  peop le  t o  become  i nvo l ved
across the L lK.

Previous monitoring
The  BTO has  an  i n te rna t i ona l  r epL r ta t i on  f o r  mon i t o r i ng  b i r d  numbers
based  l a rge l v  on  t he  l ong  rL rnn ing  ( )ommon  B i rds  Census  {CBCI  wh i ch
has been the main monitoring tool for common birds in the UK over
:h r  l as t  35  1 ' ea rs .  l t  i s  based  on  a  su rvey  n re lhod  known  as  " t e r r i t o r y
' - - ^ ^ i ^ ^ "  " ' h ; ' h ' ^ ' c - r l v e s  i n t e n s i v e  f i e l d w o r k  d e s i p n e d  t o  m a n  b r e e d i n pl l l n P P r l l E  \ V l l i l l l  l l l V V l V ( )  l l L L ( l l J l V (  l l g l U \ ,  - . , .  - - .  . o , , - -  . ,  . , . - p  v r ! \ u r r . b

l e r r i t o r i es  o f  b i l ds  w i rh i n  a  chosen  p lo t .  Sk i l l ed  vo lun tee rs  make  t yp i ca l l y
n ine or  ten v is i ts  to  the i r  p lo t  each year  to  record b i rds.  Survey maps
a re  re tu rned  t o  BTO HO where  t he  pos i t i on  and  number  o f  b i r d
ter r i tor ies  a fe  assessed by t ra ined s ta f f .

T h e  r , B t .  h a '  p r o v e d  h i g h l y  v a l u a b i e  i n  r e v e a l i n g  p o p u l a r i o n
l  uc r r ra l r on>  a : ' . u : . t  I 'K  b i r d :  and  he lp i ng  t o  unde rs tand  t he i r  causes .
Long  te rm  i n l ' u rn ra t i un  o f  t h i s  k i nd  i s  ex t reme ly  ra re  and  va luab le  f o r
that  reason.  The ( lBC has p layed a key ro le  in  rev is ing the conservat ion
priori t ies oi T K birds rvithin rhe Birds of Conservation Cortcern. the
Bird> oi Cortst rvatiort lrrrportance and rhe Biodiversiry Steering Croup
repor ls .

F e w  m o n i r o r i n g  p r o g r a r n m e s  c a n  c o m p a r e  w i t h  t h e  q u a l i t y  a n d
durat ior - r  o f  the ( lBC.  Despi te  i ts  cons iderab le  ach ievements .  there are
a number  o f  l imi ta t ions to  the terntory  nrapping method as car r ied out
b ) ' B T O :
r  The  seop l ' aoh i ca  d i s t r i bL r t i on  o f  su rvev  n lo t s  i s  no t  r en resen ta t i ve  o f" ' '  - '

the UK as a whole,  w i th  most  squares in  the south and east .
r  ( Jn l v  f a rm l211 .1  \ \ ' ^ ^ , r r . - , r  . ^  I  " i ^ . ' ; - n  h :h i t ; l t s  : r e  "en rpsen led .-  \ , 1 ^ l )  r u r r l l l u r r u .  ! l U U U l o l l U  O l l U  l l V O l l o l l  t l q w l { q L J  q t L  . L y t L .

o Because observers  choose areas they wish to  census.  the area sampled
n 2 v  r r o i  h p  r p n r p \ e n t a l i v e  o f  t l K  b i r d  n o n r r l a t i o n s  : s :  w h o l e ., . , * /  . ' " .

r  Rela t ive ly  few p lo ts  can be covered in  to ta l  lapprox imate ly  230 CBC
and  120  WaLerways  B i rd  Su rvev  rWBSr  p lo t s t  beca r r se  o f  r he  t ime
consuming  na ru re  o f  t he  f i e i dwork  and  ana i ys i s  r equ i red  by  t he
mapping method.
N.B.  The CBC is  cur rent lv  be ins mainta ined to  a l low ca l ibra t ion
wi th  the BBS.

Aims of the BBS

Our reasons for sett ing up the BBS were:
.  To  imp rove  t he  geog raph i ca l  scope  o f  b i r d  mon i t o r i ng  i n  t he  UK ;
.  To  imp rove  t he  hab i t a t  r ep resen ta t i on  o f  b i r d  mon i l s l i no  i n  t hc

UK:  and
.  To  i nc rease  spec ies  cove rage  o f  b i r d  mon i t o r i ng  i n  t he  UK ,  l a rge l y

as a  prodrrc t  o f  the po in ts  above.
The  BBS a ims  to  p rov ide  p rec i se  i n fo rma t i on  on  yea r  t o  yea r  and

lonpe r - t e r t l  chanpes  i n  nnn r r l a t i nn  l p r rp l -  F^ -  ̂  r - - ^ ^ ' ' r  ' ^ ^ - * 'Um o f  ou t ', , , , a ) - .  . , * , , a ) - . '  i l : P U P U I d L I U I I  l t r V ( l )  l U l  d  I J i U d U  ) P ( L t I

c o m m o n e r  b r e e d i n p  ' , ' i - ' ! '  ̂ - - ^ " L ^  - ^ n p e  o f  r e p i o n s  a n d  h a b i t a l s  i n- - _ . . . o  u l t u J  d L t u ) J  t l l ( l d . . t -  - .  . - b . - .

the lJK.  Our  pr imary ob ject ive is  to  ident i ly  decJ in ing spec ies that
require conservation action and, in combination with other data from
the  BT t )  JN( ,C ' s  I n teg ra ted  Pop r r l a t i on  Mon i t o r i ng  P rog ramme,  t o
n l n v i d p  n n i n l p r q 2 q ,  t n  t h p  c . r r r . : p s  n f  n n n " l ^ i i ^ *  ^ t . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

L l l d r u l l  L r d l l B ( ) .

I n  a  w ide r  con tex t .  t he  BBS w i l l  p romo te  a  g rea te r  unde rs tand ing  o f
l l K  h i r d s  l h r o r r p h  a  r r n i o r r e  n a r t n e r s h i n  o f  l a r p e  n r r m h e r s  o f  s k i t l e d. " . . . 1 . " ,


