Common Teal (Anas crecca) movements

The Common Teal breeds in a large area in the
northern Palearctic, from Iceland to the absolute
eastern part. The closely related Green-winged
Tea Anas carolinensis breeds in North America.
The Common Teal is mainly migratory, but small
populations in west Europe are largely resident.
Wintering areas are found in Europe, North Africa
and Asia

The largest numbers of recoveries are from birds
ringed in Britain, the Netherlands, Denmark and i
Russa ~ Befween December and March,  common Teal Anas crecca
recoveries are reported in alarge area of west and  Disiribution Map: Baver, Bezzel & Fiedier 2006, ALULA-Verlag
south Europe as well as in the area of the Black

Sea and the C.aSplan Sea. .A few _recoverle_s are Common Teal (Anas crecca) based on
reported also in North Africa and in the Middle published information and ring recoveriesin
East. Small numbers cross the Sahara desert and  the EURING Data Bank.

there are two recoveries supporting this

movement. Between January and February there is a decrease in the number of recoveriesin
Northern Africa, while March shows a clear decrease in recoveries in Iberia and a further
increase in Northern Italy. The speed of return migration seems to increase significantly
during April and be directed northeast on a broad front. Recoveries from the breeding season
(May-June) are spread out in northern Europe and Russia east to about 70°E.

Figure 1: Map depicting the movements of

The autumn migration seems to start in July and continue until October. The autumn
migration of the Common Teal is directed southwest and different flyways parallel to each
other are known to exist. The population breeding east of the Ura Mountains and in Siberia
wintersin the eastern Mediterranean, the Black Sea and the Caspian Seaarea. Some birds are
known to follow the river Nile south to East Africa. Siberian birds also winter on the Indian
subcontinent. In severe winters, Common Teals in west Europe continue to the Atlantic coast
and south to northwest Africa. It has been shown from ringing recoveries that birds in
different seasons can change between flyways.
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Table 1: Summary of the movements of Common Teal (Anas crecca) from the literature based on published information and ring recoveriesin the EURING Data Bank.

Common Teal Anas crecca

Distribution: Holarctic, across North America and northern Eurasia. Three subspecies: nominate in Northern Eurasia; A.c.carolinensis in North America; A.c. nimia
in the Aleutian Islands Western Eurasian populations winter south to North Africa and the Gulf. Main wintering areas: Northwest Europe, Black Sea/Mediterranean,
Southwest Asia. Wintering sites may change from one year to another.

Moult: discrete moult migration in West and Central Europe (Denmark, Netherlands, SE-Germany), Teal breeding in SW-Siberia complete wing moult at lakes in SW-
Siberia as well as along the northern Caspian Sea shore

river)

Senegal, Chad.

Population Autumn Migration Wintering / Non-breeding Grounds Spring Migration References
(or part of population)
direction / via during location during direction /| during
via
(July) Europe: 1

No discrete populations identified Oct-Nov
Western Eurasia south to North Africa, the Gulf, few into 8

West and East Africa and Arabian

Peninsula
Fennoscandia, the Baltics, NW-Russia S-SW, passage via July-Sep Northwest Europe, Netherlands, Great |peak in Dec. Mar 1,2,5,6,7,
(East as far as Taimyr), N-Poland, Denmark Sep-Oct, Britain and Ireland, Denmark, France, 8,9, 12
Germany, Denmark, Belgium through Europe Italy, Spain, as far east as Southern

Black Sea region, Northern Africa

(Morocco).
Iceland, through Scandinavia to NW- Britain and Ireland, Denmark, 3,8
Siberia Netherlands, France
Britain, Ireland, Netherlands, France, (largely sedentary) 3,8
Spain
Siberia Eastern Mediterranean, Black Sea, East 3,11

Africa, Caspian region, Indian

subcontinent, east & southeast Asia
Western Siberia, west-central Russia, \West Mediterranean 2,5,8
central Europe
Central Siberia Southwest Asia, SE-Europe, Caspian 1,2,8 11

region, Netherlands
Central Russia, Ukraine east to Volga- East Mediterranean, Egypt more direct 8, 14
Kama river basins and Trans-Ural region course back to

breeding ground

Caucasus, East of Urals (Ob and Irtysh Egypt, few to Southern Sahara, e.g. 8, 14
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Figure 2. Country of ringing and numbers of recoveries of birds featured in maps of finding
locations - Common Teal (Anas crecca).



