Greylag Goose (Anser anser) movements

The Greylag Goose breeds locally in a large area of
Europe, except for the southwestern part, and across
central Asia. Two subspecies are present in Europe,
the nominate form in the west and A. a. rubrirostrisin
southeastern Europe. Six populations are recognized
within Europe and feral populations are also found in
several areas. Populations in the north and east are
wholly migratory, while some populations further
south are resident.

Largest numbers of recoveries are from Greylag
Geese ringed in Denmark, Britain and Sweden. The G
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few in the area of the Black and_Casplan Seas. Figure 1: Map depicting the movements
Return migration starts early, aready in January, and  of Greylag Goose (Anser anser) based
continues until April. During the breeding season,  on published information and ring
recoveries are spread out, including Iceland, coast of  recoveriesinthe EURING Data Bank.
Norway, southern Sweden, Ukraine, southern Russia
and Kazakhstan. Autumn migration commences late and recoveries start to appear in
southwestern Europe in October. In November, the Greylag Goose has left Iceland, the
numbers found in North Africa increase and recoveries in the east are found close to the
northern part of the Black Sea and west of marismas of the Caspian Sea. The southwest
flyway is narrow and follows the Atlantic coast in France, cross the Iberian Peninsula to
marismas of the Guadalquivir in southern Spain. Birds breeding in Britain are resident, while
birds from Iceland winter mainly in Scotland. Breeding birds from Norway, Sweden,
Denmark and western Germany migrate SW to Spain, but an increasing number have
remained during winter in the Netherlands and France since the mid 1980s. Many Greylag
Geese from eastern Sweden, Finland and east central Europe migrate south and winter in
Italy, the Balkans and in North Africa (Algeria and Tunisia). Birds from the Black Sea
region and Turkey show limited movements to coastal areas. Breeding birds from areas north
of the Caspian Sea and in western Siberia move south to areas including Pakistan and India.
Moult migration in non-breeders involves movements from central Europe to the Baltic,
Denmark and the Netherlands.
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Table 1. Summary of the movements of Greylag Goose (Anser anser) from the literature based on published information and ring recoveriesin the EURING Data Bank.

Greylag goose Anser anser

Distribution: Palaearctic, across Europe and Asia. Two subspecies: nominate form Anser a. anser from west and northwest Europe, A. a. rubrirostris from southeast Europe and Asia
(both subspecies occur in Western Eurasia). Six populations recognized: 1. Iceland; 2. residents breeding in NW-Scotland; 3. Norway, Sweden, Denmark and western Germany; 4. NE-

Sweden, Finland, the Baltic States and central Europe; 5. Black Sea region and Turkey; 6.Western Siberia south to Caspian region

Siberia

India

Population Autumn Migration Wintering / Non-breeding Grounds Spring Migration References
(or part of population)
direction / via during location during |direction / via during
West of Urals (A. a. anser) throughout southern and western Europe, 8
south to North Africa (Morocco, Tunisia)
Iceland Scotland, few N-England and Ireland 1,38
NW-Scotland (sedentary)
Norway, Sweden, Denmark, western Germany |via Netherlands, along North|Sep (mainly sedentary): Spain, France, some Jan-Feb 1,2,8,9
Sea and Atlantic coast, (Netherlands:  |remain in delta region of Netherlands, N-
some inland to N-Africa Oct-Nov) Germany. At least for Swedish birds
numbers staying in the Netherlands during
winter increased in last two decades
Denmark Concentrated SW Sep-Oct S-Sweden, Denmark, Germany, Oct-Nov same route as in
Netherlands, Belgium, France, Southern autumn
Spain, Switzerland, Italy, N-Africa
Eastern Baltic, central Europe, Poland, Czech |via Balkans, Italy , SW, via |Aug-Sep Netherlands, Poland, Denmark, Belgium, same route as in [Jan-Mar 1,2,3,5,6,8,
Republic, Slovak Republic, Austria, Finland, E-  |Denmark Germany, France, Spain, Czech Rep., autumn 9,12
Sweden Slovak Rep., NE-Mediterranean region,
North Africa: Lake Ichkeul in Tunisia,
Marais de Mekhada and Lake Fetzara in
Algeria, Italy
Black Sea region, Turkey Sedentary (sedentary; limited movements to) coastal 8
regions
SW-Siberia Kazakhstan, Caspian region
Russia S-SW Black Sea, TR, Caspian region
Small number of birds from extreme eastern (largely sedentary); may join larger flocks 8
Turkey, NW-Iran from the North
The Urals, southeast Europe, the Pannonic Black Sea, Caspian region south to
region, Turkey east across Asia. A. a. southern Iran, Iraq, in Tunisia/Algeria,
rubrirostris. rarely Egypt (few to Belgium, Netherlands,
Germany, Switzerland)
A. rubrirostris in north Caspian and western south Caspian, Iran, Irag, into Pakistan and 3,8,11
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Figure 2. Country of ringing and numbers of recoveries of birds featured in maps of finding
locations - Greylag Goose (Anser anser).



