
Black Tern (Chlidonias niger) numbers and distribution 
 
Russian and European breeding populations migrate almost entirely to sub-Saharan Africa, 
where distribution is predominantly coastal (Figure 1).  January counts are concentrated 
along the west African seaboard from Senegal to South Africa and the highest concentrations 
have been recorded in Namibia.  Important breeding and staging areas have been identified in 
Russia. 
 
The highest January peak counts have been recorded in Namibia at Walvis Bay, where 
61,015 were counted in 2004, and Sandwich Harbour where 24,500 were counted in 1998.  In 
Russia, 15,000 have been recorded staging at the Neman River Delta (Svazas et al. 2003) and 
5,000 at Kyzlar Bay (Djamirzoyev et al. 2004).  The highest peak count in West Africa was 
recorded at Lac Nokoue, Benin, where 4,227 were counted in 1998.  A total of 3,198 at 
Hadejia-Nguru, Nigeria, in 1999 is the highest total from an inland site in Africa.  Peak 
counts exceeding 1,000 were made at four sites in Ghana, four in Benin and two in Gabon.  
The highest of these were at the Densu Delta and at Keta Lagoon (both in Ghana) where 
totals around 2,400 were counted in 1997 and 2002. 
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Figure 1: Black Tern Chlidonias niger.  Peak counts between 1990 and 2005 at sites in 
Europe, Africa, West and Central Asia where 100 or more have been recorded. 



Table 1: Black Tern Chlidonias niger: Peak counts between 1990 and 2005 at sites in Europe, Africa, 
West and Central Asia where 10 or more have been recorded. 
 

Country Sitename Year Count Type Ref. 
Azerbaijan Sangachal Cape 1997 24 J 17 
Benin Lac Nokoue 1998 4227 J 17 
Benin Bas Delta Du Mono 2001 1650 J 17 
Benin Lac Sele 1996 1170 J 17 
Benin Lagune De Porto Novo 1996 1010 J 17 
Benin Lac Aheme 1998 477 J 17 
Benin Complexe Aho 1996 380 J 17 
Benin So 1998 372 J 17 
Benin Lagune Cotière 1996 250 J 17 
Benin Cotonou 1996 242 J 17 
Benin Fleuve Oueme 2004 70 J 17 
Benin Sea And Beach Near Togbin Daho 1996 50 J 17 
Benin Oueme - So: Nw Depression Valley 1996 30 J 17 
Benin Mono District 1996 15 J 17 
Cameroun Rio Del Rey 1994 200 J 17 
Gabon Gabon Sud 1992 1694 J 17 
Gabon Baie De Corisco 1992 1082 J 17 
Gabon Baie Du Cap Lopez 1992 195 J 17 
Gabon Estuaire Du Gabon 1992 108 J 17 
Gabon Baie De Mondah - Pointe Moka 1998 50 J 17 
Gambia Tanbi Wetland Complex: Bund Road Estuary & Ponds 1993 29 J 17 
Gambia Bao Bolong Wetlands Réserve 2004 20 J 17 
Ghana Densu Delta Ramsar Site 1997 2440 J 17 
Ghana Keta Lagoon Complex Ramasar Site 2002 2422 J 17 
Ghana Songhor Lagoon 1997 1700 J 17 
Ghana Muni Lagoon 1998 1350 J 17 
Ghana Sakumo Lagoon 2001 586 J 17 
Ghana Korle Lagoon 1999 209 J 17 
Ghana Esiama Beach 2002 50 J 17 
Guinee Rio Kompony Ouest 2000 31 J 17 
Guinee Iles Tristao Ouest 2000 30 J 17 
Guinee Rio Kompony Est 2000 30 J 17 
Guinee Khonibombe 2003 13 J 17 
Iran Hamoun Lakes Complex: Hamoun-E-Saberi 1993 707 J 17 
Iran Hamoun Lakes Complex: Kuh-I-Khajeh 1993 607 J 17 
Iran Govater Bay & Hur-E-Bahu: Bahookalat River 1993 240 J 17 
Iran Shaheed Parsa Dam: 2 2003 121 J 17 
Iran Oman Sea Coast (Western Part): Pozm Khoor & Bay 2003 29 J 17 
Iran Hoor Al-Azim Marshes 1997 25 J 17 
Iran Caspian Coast (Gilan): Hashtpar – Anzali 1997 21 J 17 
Mauritanie Mahmouda 2004 11 J 17 
Morocco Embouchure De L'Oued Moulouya: Nador 1992 200 J 17 
Morocco Sebkha Bou Areg = Mar Chica: Nador 1994 25 J 17 
Morocco Dayet Al Hafs (Jorf Lasfar) 1992 20 J 17 
Namibia Walvis Bay Ramsar Site 2004 61015 J 17 
Namibia Sandwich Harbour: Southern Wetlands 1998 24500 J 17 
Namibia Sandwich Bay, Namib-Naukkuft Park 2004 15000 J 17 
Namibia Mile 4 (Swakopmund) Saltworks 1997 1200 J 17 



Table 1 continued: Black Tern Chlidonias niger: 
Country Sitename Year Count Type Ref. 

Namibia Swakop River Mouth 1992 52 J 17 
Niger Karandi 1994 15 J 17 
Nigeria Hadejia-Nguru, All Quadrats 1999 3198 J 17 
Russia Wetlands of Upper Volga, Tver region   1540 B 30 
Russia Kuban Delta   1340 B 11 
Russia Neman River delta   1000 B 35 
Russia Lake Lacha   300 B 24 
Russia Neman River delta   15000 S 35 
Russia Kyzlyar Bay   5000 S 7 
Senegal Ile De Ngor 1999 400 J 17 
Senegal Ile Et Plage De Yoff (Ile Jusqu'A La Cite Djily Mbaye) 1999 260 J 17 
Senegal Parc National Des Oiseaux De Djoudj 1996 72 J 17 
Senegal Niaye De Pikine (Technopole) 1999 55 J 17 
Senegal Lagunes De St.Louis (Total) 2002 20 J 17 
South Africa Vaal Dam (East) 2004 45 J 17 
South Africa De Hoop Vlei 2002 24 J 17 
Spain Del Palacio A La Algaida (H) 2001 23 J 17 
Tchad Bahi (Bongor) Lifi 2001 25 J 17 
The Gambia Tanji Bird Reserve (Bijol Island) 2001 144 J 17 
The Gambia Baobolong Wetland Reserve (Illiassa To Conteh Dunoa) 2001 13 J 17 
Togo Lente 2001 48 J 17 
Togo Nangbeto Aval 2004 48 J 17 
Togo Koumongou 2004 31 J 17 
Togo Nangbeto Amont 2004 31 J 17 
Togo Ognabe 2004 16 J 17 
Togo Tambigou 2001 16 J 17 
Togo Domaine Gravioux 2004 12 J 17 
Togo Pont Koumongoukan 2001 12 J 17 

 
Footnote 
The “type” column indicates the type of count by codes, as follows: J: January count; M: Count of 
moulting concentration; S: count at a staging area on migration; B: Count at breeding site.   
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